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PRfiFACE. 



The author begs leave to offer an explanation of some 
parts of the work, which he deems necessary for it to be 
well understood. When he first contemplated Avriting 
a history of his travels, his intention was to have givaejl a 
correct diary of every transaction which might occuj! 
throughout his tour : but this he soon found to be im- 
practicable. The notes which he took were many of them 
injured by the weather and other accidents which oc- 
curred on the journey, and, although the circumstances 
were fresh in his memory, the exact date could not be 
ascertained ; he has, therefore, introduced the dates where 
it was in his power, and where they were not to be had, 
Jeft it to the judgment and candour of the reader to sup- 
ply the omission. 

Some apology is likewise necessary for the style of the 
work, which the author is fully sensible is in many places 
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It is hoped a candid and judicious public will select 
from the work such information as may be correct, 
and that the remainder, if any, will not be imputed to 
wilful misrepresentation, but to the ignorance of the au- 
thor, and the impracticability of his procuring correct 
information. 
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CHAP. I. 

Author^ s birth and education — Disposition for a wander- 
ing life — London — General description of it — Public 
buildings — St. Jameses Palace — Schools — Poverty of 
the poorer class — Departure for Charleston — Intelli^ 
gence and hospitality qf the inhabitants^^Travels in 
the interior — Orangeburgh — Columbia — Abbeville — 
Greenville — Bunkum — Warm Springs — Large rattle- 
snake — Arrival at Newport. 

The author thinks it necessary, before he commences 
a detailed account of his journey, to say somettung 
relative to his friends and family. When any one intrudes 
himself upon public notice, every person will naturally 
enquire. Whence came he ? Who were his family? &:c. 
These queries I shall endeavour to answer, as soon ancV 
as satisfactorily as possible. «r 

I was bom in Boston, in tlie state of Massachusetts- 
Mv lather, when I was at an earlv asre. removed to Lotx- 
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school, and received such an education as would fit itie 
for common business. My propensity for a wandering 
life, however, was very strong, and I found it impossi- 
ble to content myself in the dull routine of employments 
which had not novelty to recommend them to the atten- 
tion of a mind, already dazzled by tlie glowing description 
which I received of that part of southern America which 
had been but superficially explored. My mind already 
roamed over a country, which was said to be rich in every 
thing which could render the life of man agreeable, and 
superabundantly contained that which is now considered 
as the standard of merit, and without which, let our 
talents and virtue be ever, so great, we are under the ne- 
cessity of standing in the back ground, and giving way to 
one who can count more thousands than ourselves, and 
^ see him placed in the seat of honour, and complimented 
with the greatest respect. Educated in what has been 
called the metropolis of Europe, it may not be thought 
improper that I should give a general account of it. 

London, the capital of the British empire, is asserted 
by Mr. Pinkerton to be the largest city in Europe ; 
whilst others are disposed to allow Paris not only to be the 
largest in point of population, but in the extent of ground 
which it covers. Without entering into any discussion 
on this subjecty it is certain that it was a very flourishing 
city in the time of Nero, and when the Roman empire 
was at its zenith of prosperity ; it received some conside- 
rable privileges under the E?!^)eror Augustus, and he not 
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considerable privileges. In the time of Henry VJIL 
y/hen almost every city lost its charter, that of London 
was cofifirmed, and its citizens protected. It includes 
the suburbs of Westminster and Southwark, which, it is 
thought, will be the handsomest part of the city. The 
streets are for the most part ngrrow, and the general ap- 
pearance irregular- Had the improvements which were 
suggested by Sir Christopher Wren, after the great fire 
of 1666, been followed, it would have been the most 
elegant and beautiful city in Europe ; but the parsimony 
of its citizens prevented them, at that time, from making 
such improvements as would have been highly beneficial 
at the present period. Its docks, and other convenien- 
ces for commerce, are excellent, and admit of very little 
improvement. The London dock is a fine harbour for 
vessels, and under such excell^t regulations as render it 
one of the finest places in the world for foreign ship§ 
which are lading and unlading. At six in the evening 
the gates are shut, which is notified Jby the ringing of a 
bell, and no person is allowed to go out or come in, until 
a certain hour in the morning. At nine o'clock the lights 
on board of each ship are required to be put out : a non- 
compliance subjects to the penalty of five pounds. 
Watchmen are stationed at proper places during the 
night, and every thing is calculated for the security and 
protection of property. 

The public buildings of London are many, and some 
of them very convenient and elegant. The Hoyal E.^- 
r^fijmfire is said to be the larp-est and inost convenient pub- 
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it is, that at particular hours you may find merchants 
from almost all parts of the globe ; Japanese, Chinese, 
Grecians, Turks, Spaniards, Frenchmen, and Ameri- 
cans, mingling and conversing as familiarly together as 
though they had been born neighbours. The British 
merchants are said to be punctual and honourable in their 
dealings, but are too apt to plunge into speculations be- 
yond their capital and become involved in debt. Hence 
arise those large failures of which we almost every day 
hear, and which are often very fatal to many industrious 
and worthy men ; but, however, the instances are rare, 
where a British merchant fails for the purpose of defraud- 
ing his creditors, and such is their liberality, that they 
generally give him an opportunity of compromising on 
liberal terms. 

The Mansion House is a large stone building, which 
has nothing very remarkable to recommend it to the at- 
tention of travellers, except a gallery of paintings, in 
which are some well executed pieces ; among which is 
one representing our Saviour on the cross, and another 
representing him talking with the Samaritan, &c. Many 
of the rooms are spacious and elegant, particularly the ball- 
room ; and some of them furnished with taste and elegance. 

Guildhall is a large and spacious edifice, where most of 
the public business in the city is done, and where the dif- 
ferent incorporated bodies have their rooms, for the pur- 
pose of transacting business: there are a number of these 



The places of pufcj,-^ 13 

^W and all worti,!' J/"'"^', some oHL "* 

theme at Rome, and is tb ^er an 
of one laen's ii^nuitr nf ^°^ """" " 
i«.i/tintheibnnofa<^^f>'" 
adorned at the cmwrs with 
geiists, and over the dor^^ 
St-Pau; aslargcaslvho 

Aosewiof^gj 
to the mi 
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It Avas 
model of 
_ monument 
the world. It is 
white freestone ; it is 
le figures of the four Evan- 
an elegant representation of 
In the body of the church are 
:s, reared by the munificence of the 
fcM: the purpose of doing ionour to 
in her service. Among them is one erected 
of Major General Abercrombie, who fell 
a most masterly piece of sculpture, which does 
:o the artist who designed and executed it. A 
ental statue of the celebrated philanthropist 
d, is here erected, and will transmit to posterity 
Virtues and benevolence of a man, who went about 
bk^^l^^S K^^> ^d spent his whole life in endeavoiu's to 
qj, , meliorate the distresses of the most wretched and misera- 
p2tft of creation. Another, in the centre of the 
i^^^Aurch, is erecting, to perpetuate the memory of the im- 
^ -JortgJ Nelson, who fell at the battle of Trafalgar. He 
^ ^rtainly attained to a high degree of naval skill, and had 
g-^3 oot beea for his excessive pride, might justly have been 
'^ dialled 5T(?a^. 

KjnS ^ James's Palace, where the court of the present reign- 

^ng monarch is kept, has very little in its exterior to 

^ecommood it to a traveller who is a connoisseur in archi- 

^ctuue. It is an irregul^ building, and of different 

jrders of architecture, hj^vipg ha4 niany additions made 
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to it by the different reigning sovereigns : the interior, 
however, is furnished in a style of magnificence which 
makes ample amends for its exterior. The rooms are 
spacious, and some are wainscotted with English oak, 
which gives them a very novel and handsome appearance. 
Those parts of the house which are occupied by his 
Majesty, are distinguished for their plainness : indeed, tliis 
monarch has never shown a strong desire for parade and 
magnificence, bemg contented to be led by those who 
are placed about his person, and to yield a blind obedi- 
ence to the directions of his ministers. The buildings 
situated around it, and at the west end of the town, are 
distinguished fcx* their elegance, and for the spaciousness 
of their rooms. Luxury is carried to a ver^ great height 
in this city, not only in the dress and equipage, but in 
every thing, however minute, which is found iri a noble- 
man's house. The Duke of Pordand built a palace, 
sometime since, that cost 250,000/. sterling ! 

The public seminaries for the instruction of you\th are 
numerous, and many of tliem well supported : there are 
about five thousand schools, one half of which may be 
considered as supported by the different public bodies, 
churches, &c. 

The gi'eat numbers of paupers which daily infest tfic 
streets, are a great annoyance to passengers, at the sane 
time that they prove the excessive wretchedness aid 
misery which has pervaded the British capital. Thee 
are one hundred and twenty-two asylums for the poo> 
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generally, disabled soldiers or sailors, who, having lost an 
arm or a leg, are obliged to beg their bread from door to 
door. Such is the fate of men, who, having toiled and 
bled in their country's service, are now reduced to the 
greatest distress. Although government pretends to pro- 
vide for them, the provision is swallowed up by the multi- 
tude of officers who are placed over them, and very little of 
it reaches the poor wretches for whom it is collected. — 
But enough of misery and distress : I turn with pleasure 
to contemplate a government which has uniformly sup- 
ported the unfortunate, and which will ever be the pro- 
tector of those who expose themselves in the " battle's 
front" for their country's good. The United States have 
ever displayed a generosity in that respect, which it would 
have been much to the credit of Europe had she general- 
ly followed. 

In a city containing six hlmdred thousand people, it is 
to be expected that there should be all gradations, from 
the extreme of virtue, to that of vice ; and it is calcu- 
lated that there are upwards of twenty-six thousand pros- 
titutes, and more than fifty thousand men who get their 
living by gambling and theft. I shall make no com- 
mentSy but leave it to the reader to determine, whether a 
nation can be happy which has more than one-eighth of 
A^ population of its capital made up of wretches who 
^G unfit for civilized society, and not worthy to be con- 
sidered as any other than the dregs of mankind. 

^b\g desirous of an expeditious passage to the United 
States, X engaged my passage on board the ship Bedford, 
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us, we took our departure from the land on the 
April, 1808, and steered for Charleston. The 
days of our voyage were pleasant, and nothing 
ble took place until we made the Western Islands, 
severe gale came on, which lasted four days ; it 
h extreme violence, and the Captain informed me 
li gales were frequent in these latitudes, owing, as 
ined, to the air from off the Atlantic rushing fbr- 
supply the place of the rarefied air in and about 
item Islands. The weather soon became mode- 
d we arrived at Charleston after a passage of 
^e days. ' 

now arrived in a country which gave me birth, 
I which, ever since I was an infant, I had been 
My feelings were wrought up to the highest 
expectation, and they were not disappointed : I 
e people hospitable and intelligent, and every way 
to give me that information for which I sought, 
cash^ about two thousand dollars, and immedi- 
about purchasing a horse and such other articles 
ild want on my journey, determining to make no 
its prosecution. 

s my determination to visit some unexplored 
quest of the hidden stores of nature, with which^ 
reasonable to suppose, the country abounded, 
ny stay here, which was about two months, I 
pportunity of discovering the different disposi- 
the people. Some intriguing characters took 
ins to lead me into the theoty of gaming ; but 
afterwards they were more willing to swindle me 
actical part After losing; a little in this way, I 
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On the 10th of August I left Charleston. The weath- 
i^r, being extremely warm, was to me very unpleasant : 
but kitowing that I must become a constant companion of 
heat and cold, fatigue, hunger, thirst, and toil, I con- 
tenled mysdf with the anticipation of hereafter at^ 
tributing something to myself, or being richly stored with 
experience. I that day travelled about twenty miles, 
and at sunset put up with a gentleman, by whom 
I was well treated. After breakfast, I set out with an 
old man, who was travelling on the same road. From 
him I received much information. His knowledge was 
experimental ; and he gave me new plans to act upon, 
which I have since found advantageous. In him I 
Gould perceive the workings of anxiety for myself. My 
ardour and impatience, he had penetration to see, would 
frequentiy expose me to those impositions, sufferings, and 
diangers, inevitably attendant upon an inexperienced travel- 
ler, among rude and inhospitable men, and furious savages. 
Nothing worthy of note occurred during my journey to 
Orangeburgh, a small town containing forty or fifty houses, 
a court-house, . and goal: it is about ninety miles frcan 
Charleston, and stands on the east side of the north branch 
qS the Edisto river. From thence I steered my course 
. to Columbia, a beautiful town situated in Kershaw 
county, about half a mile from the Congaree river, on 
the east side, just below the confluence of Saluda and 
Broad rivers. It is regularly built, and contains about 
two hundred houses, many of which are neat and of 
brick, also a state-house : it is one hundred and twenty 
miles north northwest of Charleston, and is the seat of 
government for the state of South-Carolina, in latitude 
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ed witji the bilious fever, which confined me to tciy 
room for thirty days, and was attended with considerable 
expense. 

About the middle of September I again set out, satis- 
fied with having had a change of climate. After travel- 
ling two days I arrived at Abbeyville, a small village on 
a fertile spot of ground. Such spots I found to be very 
few during my journey over a sandy, barren waste of 
country. In this neighbourhood are many good farmers, 
who raise cotton, tobacco, &c. From this place I 
went to Greenville, a pleasant to\vn, situated on the 
west side of the Great Pedee river ; it contains about 
fifty houses, besides a court-house, goal, and acade- 
my ; it is ninety miles northeast of Columbia. Here I 
staid a few days at the house of Col. Alston, a gentleman 
of respectability, fi^om whom I received much valuable in- 
formation relative to the adjacent states, their commercial 
interests, enterprising spirit of the Americans, &c. . He 
spoke highly of the country west of the Missisippi, wish- 
ing me great success in my undertaking. During my 
stay here I was free of expense, and under the direction- 
of one^ whose knowledge was extensive and useful. 

From Greenville, I went to Bunkum in North-Caro- 
lina, a small town subject to different titles, such as 
Upper and Lower Hog-thief, Scurmagefill, and Scuffle- 
town. Whether these terms correspond with the gene- 
ral chai'actcr of the inhabitants, or not, I am unable ta 
determine. Here are a court-house and goal, and many 
good farms adjacent. From this place I steered my 
course for the W:irm Springs, a distance of about forty 
miles, through a broken, mountainous, and hilly country. 
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jMn Nelson's, the proprietor of the springs, who keeps a 
commodious house for the purpose of entertaining visitors, 
and had, at the time of my arrival, upwards of eighty 
boarders, afflicted with different diseases. How bountiful 
is nature, in opening her medical treasures to oppose and 
combat the afflictions laid on the human system. I was 
informed of several wonderful cures effected by these 
springs. An elderly gentleman,, who was afflicted with 
the palsy, and had been for ten years a burthen to himself, 
.and an object of scmtow to his friends, reduced to a mere 
skeleton and seemed to be hovering over the grave ; on 
majking use of the water, the first ten days had no effect ; 
but after remaining there tiiree months was completely 
restored to health. He was upwards of seventy years old, 
and on his return home, which was in Souih-Carolina, 
he was unknown by his wife, having a fi'csh countenance ; 
the blood flowed fireely through his withered veins, and 
in two years two fine children were added to his family. 
A boy of about sixteen, who was much afflicted with the 
jaundice, insomuch that he had become completely 
yellow, on using these waters was restored to health, and 
received his natural colour. It has also proved an enemy 
to the fever and ague, a malady so prevalent in the south- 
ern states. There are several of these springs, in one of 
which the thermometer stands at 80*". Over this there is 
? bathing-house constructed for the convenience of each 
se^. These sprmgs are in lat. 35^ 50' north, 710 miles 
^oUfAw^st of Philadelphia, and hid in a cluster of rocks of 
^pend-ous size, hanging over the astonished beholder, 
^^d tl^eir bowels pregnant with restorative fluids. 
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This country is watered with many beautiful streams, 
which ghde swiftly through the sands — a pleasant sight 
to a weary traveller. During my stay here, which was 
about a week, I took a little excursion into the country, 
and on my return killed a large rattlesnake, measuring six 
feet in length and nine inches in circumference. On my ap- 
proaching him he lay in a posture of defence, with his up- 
per-jaw thrown back at a right angle with the lower, his head 
raised eight or ten inches from the ground, launching 
forth his pointed tongue, dipped in venom, exhibiting his 
crooked fangs, and striking dumb terror to his enemies. 
This being the first snake of the kind I had ever seen, I 
dared not move for fear of being chased ; but drew out 
one of my pistols and shot him in the back, which disa- 
bled him from running. He then unsluiced his rage, 
choaking himself widi poison, biting himself in several 
places, and ,in ten minutes died with his tusks in his 
own body. There were on his tail twenty rattles, which, 
as I was informed, indicated his age to be twenty yeai^s. 
The bite of this snake is supposed by many to be incurable. 
It has, however, been repeatedly proved, that immediate 
applications arrest the progress of the poison of this ven- 
omous reptile. A mixture of a decoction of plantain and 
sweet oil, applied externally, and taken at the same time 
as a drink, has been found very efficacious. 

On the 27th of September, the weather being pleasant, 
I set out for Newport, a small town on the river French 
Broad. At sunset I arrived, having much difficulty in 
li;iding the town ; for it was hid in a deep valley. It is 
the most licentious place in the state of Temiessee, con- 
taining about twenty houses of sloth, indolence, and dis- 



KER'S TRAVELS. 2X 

country of so much imix)rtance, and where they live in 
peace and plenty, subject only to wholesome laws, con^ 
tinually violating the laws of God and their country, I can- 
not avoid expressing my disgust, and considering them an 
mjury to their country, and a disgrace to the human family. 



CHAP. II. 

The author descends the river French Broad — De scrip -^ 
tion of the river — Prevalence of fogs — Plenty of game 
— Bears — Lead mines — Leaky boat obliges me to 
unlade — Excessive rains — Fort Granger — Description 
of Tennessee river — Description of the Chickasaw tribe 
of Indians — Enters the Ohio — Beauty and richness of 
its banks — Singular occurrence at the mouth of Ohio 
river — Grandeur of the Missisippi — Great quantity of 
drift-wood — Severe storm — Perilous situation of the 
author — Causes why the navigation of the Missisippi 
river is rendered so dangerous — General description of 
it. 

At Newport I sold my horse, and purchased an ark, or 
flat-bottomed boat, of about twelve tons burthen, and hired 
three men to descend the river to New- Orleans. On the 
1st of October I began to descend French Broad. This 
river nms a northwest course about 25 or 30 miles, and 
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mouth. The next morning, at sunrise, we enterd the 
Holston, a considerable stream, about 200 miles in 
length ; in its course it receives the Watauga and French 
Broad, and is navigable for crafts of thirty tons burthen 
100 miles from its mouth. Its shores abound with much 
valuable timber of all kinds. There are many indolent 
people who inhabit these shores, who Uve solely by hunt- 
ing and fishing, being very different from those who live 
in the inhabited parts of the state. The he^vy fogs, which 
frequently arise on these rivers, often detained us for hours, 
in which time I would frequently take a little tour with 
my gun. This country abounds with game of all kinds, 
delightful for a sportsman. In one of these excursions, 
I shot a bear as he was clumsily getting down a tree : the 
ball entered tlie fleshy part of his body, and he fell to the 
ground. In his fall he was much stunned, and thinking 
him dead, I went towards him. On my approach he 
raised himself for aa attack. I, soon retreated, and 
getting into the top of a fallen tree, waited his motion. He 
passed the tree without seeing me, and before I could 
load and get down, was out of sight. However, I traced 
him by the blood about a mile, where I found he had 
crossed a small creek, but was too weak to climb tlie 
bank on the opposite side. I here took deliberate aim, 
and shot him dead. Returning, I sent two of my men 
after him. When dressed, he weighed four hundred 
pounds. 

There are several lead mines on these rivers ; one of 
them, on the French Broad, is very extensive. 

On the 5th October my boat sprang a leak, and I was 
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seven or eight feet, there having been successive rains for 
several days. After reloading we &gsm started, and the 
Holston soon swept us down to its mouth. At this 
place stands Fort Granger, which is 370 miles south- 
west of Richmond, in Virginia. The Holston empties 
into the Tennessee, a beautiful and bold river, which 
gives name to the state. It rises in the mountains of 
South-Carolina, in latitude about 34** north, and is up- 
wards of a thousand miles in length, running a north- 
Ivesterly course to latitude 30^ north, then turning in a 
circular manner to the north, it mingles with the Ohio, fifty 
miles from its mouth. 

Boats of almost any burthen can ascend to the Muscle 
Shoals, which are near three hundred miles from its mouth. 
Through these shoals the navigation is difficult. They 
are three or four miles in breadth, interspersed wkli smaU 
islands, and dividing the stream into many channels. 
The water is very shallow, and nms with great rapidity. 
The name is derived from the quantity of shells and fresh- 
Water clams found on the bottom and shores. 

This river is well stored with all kinds of fish common 

In fresh waters. There is a part of the Chickasaw tribe 

6f Indians that inhabit these shores : of them I purchased 

a piece of venison weighing twenty pounds. They live 

transiently in wigwams, and many of them wear clothing. 

They are very docile ; but addicted to theft, and are few in 

ttntnber. In going down the Tennessee, we had pleasant 

^^eatfier^ oxcept the nightly fogs, which were injurious^ 

^^ itijr health. Time passed away with me, unusually 

sioTV; thix^king my experience was not adequate to my 

P^^m p^r^oceedings, and yet not wishing to abandon my 
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ciful pleasure. During our passage down this river, we pass- 
ed several small towns, which I shall not here describe. 

On the 16th of October we entered the Ohio, a river 
universally acknowledged to be the most beautiful of any 
on the contineiU, or perhaps in the world. It receives 
many tributary streams, all of which flow through an ex- 
tensive country of rich soil, and covered with valuable tim- 
ber of immense size^ I shall not here particularly de- 
scribe the Ohio, reserving such description for a subse- 
quent part of my journal. On entering this river, I found 
the water to be at a medium height, the current delight- 
fully gentle, and the waters clear, with elevated banks* 
When we arrived near the mouth, we found the current 
diminishing, and our boat on the point of stopping, the 
cause then unknown to me ; when all of a sudden, 
I beheld the Missisippi flowing down with pomp and 
grandeur. 

This river, being much higher than the Ohio, seemed 
to look upon it with disdain, and receive it with reluc- 
tance. On entering the Missisippi, we found ourselves 
carried down by an impetuous current. Night comings 
on, and looking likely for a storm, I thought it best to 
come too, which we did after an hour's hard labour* 
We made several attempts to gain certain objects, but 
were carried by them with great rapidity, and our boat 
being clumsy, it was with much difficulty that we stopped 
six or seven miles below the mouth of the Ohio. Our 
situation was disagreeable that night, for as we lay in a 
bend of the river, the drift-wood would set over towards 
us. As night had come on, and our boat was unmanage- 
able, we concluded not to look for a better situation, but 
keep a strict watch with poles, to keep off* the drift. Next 
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time to look a little harbour ; it blew a perfect hurricane 
for six hours, in which time my hauser broke, but being 
in a small bayau, it did but little injury. It continued to 
blow hard all night, and a more tremendous storm I 
never witnessed. Our situation was more dangerous 
here, than when we lay in the river, on account of the 
large trees around us. We could hear, at intervals, the 
dismal crash of trees at a distance ; one falling directly 
across the mouth of the bayau, put us in the greatest feari 
The next morning the storm abated, and after cutting a 
passage through the fallen trees, we cleared out with 
caution. 

The navigation of the Missisippi is rendered somewhat 
difficult, and often dangerous, in consequence of the 
numerous islands, sawyers, planters, &c. which stand 
in every part of the river. 

Sawyers are large trees standing with their tops fast 
rooted in the mud, and their butts projecting, some two, 
some six, and some twenty feet out of the water, inclin- 
ing down with the current, which keeps them in con- 
stant motion, rising and falling ; from which they derive 
their name. They often prove fatal to boats that happen 
to strike upon them. Their weight is such that they 
will raise a craft of forty or fifty tons burthen. Old 
boatmen say they have known tliem to stand for twenty 
years, and some not more than two months, appearing 
and disappearing at different times and different places ; 
so that the river is always new to an old boatman, and 
h^ must keep a constant look-out. 

Besides these there are the planters, which stand point- 
Jnsr nn strea»-«- RnmY* nnrlpr anri snmf^ fihove the surfecc. 
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^vater from the rapidity of the current. Boats are often 
stove that run against them. 

There are also many ilsands, formed by the drift- 
wood lodging ag-iinst the planters above-mentioned. 
These islands are large and very frequent in this river, 
some of them increasing, and others diminishing. Travel- 
lers, in going down the Missisippi, are advised on ap- 
proaching these islands, to row in time into one or other 
of the sucks, as boats are often carried on their heads, 
and a sand-bar always projects some distance above. 

The rapidity of this river, and the great depth of its 
waters, produce numerous boils, or whirlpools, which ex- 
tend from shore to shore, and frequently arise under boats, 
turning them quite round. They arise from the bottom, 
and bring with them a sediment that gives the water a thick 
muddy appearance, which is at first unpleasant to stran- 
gers. It is of a purgative nature, though thought to be 
extremely wholesome, and is called the best for sea of any 
in the world. 

The Missisippi is styled the Nile of North America* 
It is said to take its rise in the White- bear lake, in 
latitude between 48 and 49 degrees north, aiid, following 
its windings, it is, according to Morse, upwcirds of 3000 
miles in length, from its source to its discharge into the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

There are many streams that fall into the Missisippi, 
from the east and from the west. The largest from the 
west is the Missouri,^ 200 miles from the mouth of the 
Ohio. The Ked river enters in about 200 miles above 
New- Orleans, from the west. 

On the east, the Drincinal !Rtrpmn<i Jirp thp TlIinniQ nnrf 
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CHAP. III. 



J^ew -Madrid — Alarm of the author for his own safety^ 
ivith the melancholy fate of one of his men — Plenty 
of game — Excessive rain — General observations on the 
country both sides of the Missisippi — Comparison be- 
tween the healthiness of the climate and that of Ohio — 
Author kills a large panther — Slow progress in ascend- 
ing the river — Description of the manner in which it is 
performed — Usefulness of steam-boats in its naviga- 
tion — Crazy state of the author^ s boat — Lnpositions 
practiced by boat-builders — Difficulty and danger of 
descending the river — Beauty of the scenery on the 
river — Description of the Osark tribe of Indians-^ 
Hospitality of a French gentleman — Arrival at Natch- 
es — Washington — Reasons why it is declining in popu- 
lation — Pleasing appearance of the sugar plantations — 
^Singular appearance of the river. 

On the 20th of October we reached New- Madrid, a 
small town on the west side of the river, sixty miles be- 
low the mouth of the Ohio, which contains twenty or thir- 
ty houses, much scattered. The inhabitants are chiefly 
French ; the houses small, though neatly furnished. We 
lay here through the night of the 20th, wiien a dreadful 
accident happened. We came too about a quarter of a 
mile below the town. Two of my men being desirous 
to go on shore, I consented. They took the canoe and 
started at dusk. The length of their stay made me un- 
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were going to desert me. About three o'clock in the 
morning, I heard the cry of Help me, Save me. I hal- 
looed as loud as possible, still was kept up this lamenta- 
ble cry. I sprang from the boat to the bank, and direct- 
ed my course the way from whence I judged the sound 
to come. In leaping a ditch I fell and sprained my wrist, 
I made all speed possible for a quarter of a mile along the 
shore, where I heard a voice that said, Come quick or I 
shall drown too. This greatly alarmed me. I ran up a 
little farther and found a canoe, and unthinkingly jump- 
ed in and shoved off, without a paddle, and was soon in 
the middle of the stream. However, making a virtue of 
necessity, I drew off one of my boots for a paddle, and 
made the best of my way towards the poor sufferer, who 
I found was qne of my men, lying across die canoe in 
which they came to the shore, which was bottom side up. 

On my paddling' towards him, he asked me if I had 
got Sims with me, and on my answering him in the 
negative, he said the canoe had upset, and Sims, being 
drunk, had fallen out. I was gready shocked at tliis in- 
formation ; but having no time to lose, as I was by this 
time two miles below my boat, he with some difficulty 
got in witli me, mid we made the best of our way to the 
shore. 

On arriving we found several long pieces of bark, with 
which we made paddles, and in about two hours made to 
our boat, stopping at intervals, to hear, if possible, Sims 
hallooing for us, but nothing broke the awful silence, except 
the screeching of owls. It was one of those nights which, 
to persons in our situation, is mournful and sickening ; 
the moon would transiently appear from behind dcirk 
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faintly imagined that every stump or log was the unfor- 
tunate nfian; but alas! he was gone. Giving up all 
hopes of finding him, we returned to our boat with heavy 
hearts. I now began to question Adams, for that was 
the man's nanie who had accompanied him on shore. 
His tale was as follows, 

*' We started in order to go up to the barge. We 
passed four miles up, and finding it tedious rowing 
against the current, when we got opposite the tovioi I 
thought it best not to go. further. He insisted on going, 
saying diat he wished to see them once more, being 
some of his acquaintance, for he expected to be in h-U be- 
fore morning. 1 consented to go, and we again started and 
met his firiends coming down, having plenty of whiskey. 
We all went on shore, and having ipade a small fire, 
formed a circle, and began to pass round the mug. 
Sims drank uncommonly fi-ee ; he drank the deviPs 
health, saying he would see him before he slept. The 
liquor being nearly out, and it growing late, it was pro- 
posed by the company, before they broke up, to try who 
could tell the greatest lie. Sims' turn came last, who 
proposed telling the truth. Did you observe me, says he, 
dosing a little while ago ? To which they answered, yes. 
I dreamed, says he, that our boat had sprung a leak, and 
wai^ on the point of sinking, and as we were going to the 
assistance of the Captain, I fell into the Missisippi, and 
was drowned : I have been uneasy ever since, and, 
Adams, we will go down and see what is the matter, for 
I feel much depressed, although I am in liquor. When 
the company broke up, we started for our canoe, and the 
rest for the town, which was a mile below. I found 
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we got, as I judged, within a mile of you, Sims started 
«p suddenly, saying he had dreamed again, and on rising 
up in the boat, he staggered over, and in his fall catched 
the side of the boat, and turned it over. I got hold 
of the boat, and called several times, but received no 
answer. Sims went down, and on rising caught hold of 
my great coat, vainly trying to get upon the boat ; he 
several times pulled me under water. At length I ex. 
tricated myself from liim, he immediately went down, 
and rose no more. I heard you hail me, and you soon 
came to my relief, or I should have inevitably perished, 
as I cannot swim." 

Daylight soon appeared, and at sunrise we cleared 
out. In endeavouring to run the outside of a saw}'er, I 
ran with my stem athwart it, and unshipped my steering- 
oar,^ which I lost, but sustained no other material inju- 
ry. We soon found ourselves at a loss without a guide, 
and came on shore at a bend about four miles below the 
place ^vhere we set out. On coming near the shore, 
judge what must have been our surprise on finding the 
body of Sims lodged against some drift. It was our in- 
tention to have made land above him j but the current, 
which always runs impetuously round the bends of the 
river, prevented, and we landed 500 yards below. Our 
first care was to secure the boat in a proper manner : wc 
then took the small boat which I took from the shore at 
the cry of distress the preceding night, and made for the 
body of Sims. With some difficulty we got round the 
point of a small wooden island that projected some dis- 
tance from the shore. We found the unfortunate man 
lying on his back — a mournful spectacle. After fixing 
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a rope round his body, we towed him to the shore. A 
short inquest was held among ourselves, which was con- 
sidered necessary : his death was supposed to be acci- 
dental. I now set one of my men at work in digging a 
grave, which he executed with a paddle in the course of 
an hour, while Adams and myself made a coffin, or box, 
of some loose plank we had in the boat. At 12 o'clock 
on the 21st of October, we buried the body of Isaac 
Sims, about five miles from New-Madrid, on the west 
shore of the Missisippi. Sims was one of my best 
hands, being an experienced boatman. He had a faniity, 
who lived three or four miles from Portsmouth, on the 
French Broad river. 

Having interred the body, the next thing was to look 
for a proper stick for a steering-oar^ I took Adams with 
me, and after making our way tlirough a thick cane 
bnike, we entered a beautiful wood of large timber, lifting 
their heads to an immense height, and seeming to envy 
each other's glory. The sycamore tree is the monarch 
of the forest ; its size is incredible to all but those who 
have seen it. In this place I measured one which was 
thirty-five feet in circumference, making it about eleven 
feet six inches in diameter* We looked some time be- 
fore we could discover a stick to suit us, and at length 
found an elm. After preparing it in a proper manner, I 
proposed to go a little fiuther into these wilds. We pro- 
ceeded about half a mile, and came to the brink of a 
small lake or pond, which we found full of ducks, geese, 
and cranes. With my rifle, in about half an hour, I 
killed a fine goose md four ducks. We then returned to 
our boat, with our steerinp-.oar anrl $>-r^me : on our arrival. 
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weighed about forty pounds. We were now plentifully- 
provided with fresh provisions, of which we stood in 
need. After shipping our oar, we again shoved off. As 
the river was falling, we thought it best to improve our 
time ; and having lost our best man, it was judged re- 
quisite to Use every precaution during the remainder of 
our voyage* The sun not being more than an hour high, 
only gave us time to fioat far enough down to get a good 
harl^our, which was in an eddy, below a projecting point. 

The sudden absence of the sun alarmed me ; I turned 
rovind, and just had a glimpse of its fiery edge, sinking 
below an awfully formed cloud, which arose with such 
astonishing swiftness that in ten minutes the whole hemis- 
phere was in its blackest robe. 

We secured our boat in such a manner that she could 
not drive on shore, and fixed both her bow and stern 
fast. We were no s(k)nef safely moored than the tem- 
pest came on, sweeping every thing in its way. Its 
current was generally about a quarter of a mile wide, run- 
ning an easterly course,, and bearing down all opposition. 
Providentially, we lay on the opposite side from whence 
it came, or we should have suffered materially ; for the 
next morning we could discover the opposite shore to be 
full of trees of enormous size, laying prostrate in the' 
ri\ er, and opening a prospect for miles on both sides, 
exhibiting to view the resistless power and might of the 
Author of nature. The rain was heavy but not steady, 
stopping suddenly, and beginning with thick, heavy 
drops, roaring in the air, and seeming to be forced by the 
winds to an untimely birth. This tornado did not last 
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dri the Missisippi, especially in the summer season, and 
often cause a considerable swell. 

'Next morning I pursued my journey, but not without 
being well convinced of the great danger we had escaped, 
and what was in all probability but the beginning of 
perils. We now had finq weather, and enjoyed the 
beauty of a fine landscape, and the music of birds, as we 
passed swiftly along. 

No river in the world is perhaps richer in its prospects 
than the celebrated Missisippi. It is bounded on all sides 
with good land, and stately timber. Nature seems to 
have spared no pains in laying the foundation of our 
country ; ;^ointing the various streams to their respective 
discharge ; making them adequate in size to bear down 
the productions of their shores for exportation, and 
stretching their courses through variegated climes of the 
fattest soil. 

The shores of the Missisippi are supposed to be mor^ 
healthy than those of the Ohio, as the fogs are neither so 
frequent nor heavy. Immediately on the Missisippi the; 
ground is low, and in many places is overflowed in the 
months of May and June ; but proceeding a little back, 
the land becomes elevated, excepting when you get near 
New-Orleans ; there, as you proceed back, it becomes 
swampy. The upper and middle parts of the river 
abound with a variety of trees, among which are the syca- 
more, white and black ash, buck-eye, maple, myrtle, 
hickory, white and black oak, elm, gum, black Wv^lnut, 
chesnut, and dogwood, which grow to an immense size. 
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ship and wharf building, &c. The cypress grows very 
lairge, and on a foundation uncommon for other trees. 
For about three or four feet above the ground the body 
spreads .amazingly, forming what are termed knees, 
which brace out on all sides, forming half sunk columns, 
and then drawing in suddenly, the tree forms a regular 
sized tower. Some of them are one hundred feet without 
ii limb. 

Nothing worthy of note occurred during this day. At 
night we came too on a small island, a little before sun- 
set. I was much pleased with our delightful situation, 
and what made me more so, was the barking of our little 
dog the instant he entered the woods. I took my gun 
and ascended the bank, and the first thing that met my 
eyes was a panther, which lay in the crotch of a large 
tree, sixty or sevent)" feet from the ground. I stepped 
back a few yards behind a bunch of cane, where I fired 
and wounded him inthe neck : at that instant he leaped 
to the ground, and on recovering himself made off to a 
Jittle swamp, where he cried lamentably. We now all 
assembled, and routed him out, when I got a shot and 
killed him. This ferocious animal measured eight feet 
ten inches firom his nose to the end of his tail. After 
killing some small game, we returned to the boat. 

October 22d. . Started early in the morning. At ten 
o'clock we met a barge ascending the river, of about 120 
tons burthen. Their progress w^as slow and tedious. 
The winds being very unsteady, and the river very crook- 
ed, sails are but seldom set. 

It may be interesting to many readers to have an idea 
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flfct ; and continual exertions are necessary to make th^ 
smallest progress; these labours and exposures are 
^enough to impair the soundest constitution, and far ex- 
ceed the perils of the sea. 

Jt generally takes three, and sometimes four months, to 
ascend tjie river from New-Orleans to the falls of the 
Ohio. The boats for this purpose are generally long, 
from fifty to an hundred feet, with their bows made sliarp, 
in order to cut the stream that bears so forcibly against 
them. They have one small bow and stern deck ; be- 
tween diese is a deck raised about six feet, having on ei- 
ther side, from stem to stern, running boards, for the pur- 
pose of using poles. They have generally but one mast 
carrying a square sail ; though there are a few barges which 
are schooner rigged. 

A vessel starting from New- Orleans of an hundred 
tons burthen, generally employs twenty or twenty-five 
Jiands, taking with then>s provisions enough to last them 
to ^the settlements on the Ohio. . The hands employed 
are generally hir^d by the trip, and are all well provided 
with poles and oars. They employ commonly one or 
two men as sailors, for the purpose of being ready in a 
favourable wind, as the Kentuckjans are very awkward in 
the. management of sails. Being thus prepared, they 
shove on with surprising alacrity. Their manner of row- 
ing is very singular ; drawing their oars as far through 
the water as their situation, ov the length of tlieir arms 
will permit, and throwing them back with such agility 
that they are scarcely perceptible ; just admitting them to 
skim the surface, then sinking them deep in the water, 
and raising the^mselves, bend the stubborn ash, while the 



36 KER'S TRAVELS. 

they derive no little credit. Thus using every exertion, 
they make considerable headway, averaging ten or twelve 
miles a day.' 

For upwards of an hundred miles above New-Orleans, 
the river is banked up, to prevent the inundation of the 
land under cultivation. This is a great object to the 
bargemen in using their cordale, which they extend from 
the mast-head to the shore, and the men shoulder it and 
tow up their craft with cheerfulness. After getting above 
their cordaling ground, in swift water they make use of 
their warp ; at other times they use their setting-poles 
where the sounding will admit, miming across on every 
point. 

With a strong hehd wind, it is impossible to move up 
this ciu"rent. There have been instance^ of sailing forty 
or fifty miles with one wind, notwithstanding tlie great 
bends in the river. The wind generally blows up or 
down the river, when there is any stirring. 

But by Fulton's invention of forcing by the powder of 
steam, vessels of any burthen can ascend. There are 
now several steam-boats on the Missisippi and Ohio, 
which greatly add to the interesting commerce of the 
western and southern states. There is one which runs 
from New-Orleans to the mouth of the river, for the pur- 
pose of towing up vessels. This meets with great en- 
couragement ; and shortens tlie passage of vessels, which 
would otiierwise be very tedious. It often requires as 
much time for vessels from the northern states to reach 
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These lasted for several days, an intermission of the rain 
only, favoured us. The winds prevented us from pro- 
ceeding on our passage ; though several attempts were 
made, we were immediately blown on shore again. 

I here found my boat was very crazy and weak, leak- 
ing in many places. I would caution the inexperienced 
who may venture down so long and wild a river as the 
Missisippi, to be aware of whom they purchase boats, to 
look well through every part, and to spare no pains in 
having- the opinion of judges. One will scycely imagine 
how much depends on this. The frequent impositions 
and neglect of boat-builders, often endanger the property, 
and even the lives of those on board. 

A credible gentleman informed me of several instances 
of this kind, particularly one where he was himself a 
sufferer. He purchased a boat at Nashville, Ten. of 
^bout seventy tons, and after having it insured, loaded her 
with flour and horses for New- Orleans. The second day 
after his entering the Missisippi, he was wrecked in the 
following* manner : While they were proceeding cheer- 
fully on their voyage, not suspecting but they would 
reach their destined port in safety, from the fineness of 
the weather, and the strong sawyer-proof craft under them ; 
but not observing a small breaker ahead of them, ran on ' 
it, and found themselves thrown round and stopped in- 
stantly, and had just time to get the small boat along side, 
and save the lives of those on board, with a few valuable 
articles, before she filled. Having got her loose, they 
endeavoured to get her as near shore as possible before 
she went down ; forcing out the horses, and clearmg 
awav the flour, they discovered the leak, which they m 
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the water might fall so that they could repair her. On 
examination they found that one tliird of her bottom was 
of rotten wood, and not fit for use. They returned to 
Nashville, where he immediately commenced a suit 
against the builder. After the defendant's swearing that 
the craft was sound, the above-mentioned gentleman pro- 
duced a piece of the rotten plank, broke by the sawyer on 
which they- struck, which could be crumbled to pieces 
by the hand : by this he was compensated, after the exam- 
ination of th^ insurance company. 

At present all boats are inspected previous to their be- 
ing launched. 

Nov. 2. The winds abated, and we proceeded thijsf 
morning. We were in good water, but in the afterpart 
of the day we found the river to be uncomonly crooked. 
After constant exertions, w^e made but twelve miles that 
day. We were carried by the current, in every bend, 
with a force that would leave us in the eddy, or counter- 
current. These eddies we found more common as we 
descended the river ; in one of them we were labouring 
for near three hours, before we were relieved ; we found 
it impracticable to clear it by rowing, for it ran up with 
as much force as the current did down before our entering 
it, which was at the lower end. On endeavouring to 
gain the descending current, I Ayould row as much head> 
way as possible ; but on the bow's striking the coimter- 
acting current, the boat was instantly whirled round. 
Finding this all in vain, I got out my waq^, which I ex- 
tended from the boat to a neighbouring sawyer ; by this 
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both sides havbg equal power, neither would give us the 
least advantage. After getting a little acquainted with 
their nature, I would uniformly row as near to every 
point as possible, and although the current was not as 
strong, yet it prevents being drawn into die bend. This 
practice is generally kept up by the most experienced 
watermen, excepting those who are too negligent to 
exert themselves, and who thence conclude the Mis- 
sisippi to be a laborious and unprofitable voyage. 

These counter-currents are of great importance to 
bargemen in ascending the river. Some of them are 
three miles in length ; but on arriving at their head the 
tiescending current runs with amazing force* In going 
round some of these points, the greatest care is required in 
steering, to keep the boat's bows to the current. I have 
often seen boats whirl round by the keel's getting the 
smallest hold of the current, in spite of all the oars. At 
other times, when a skilful helmsman has the charge^ after 
gaining as much headway as possible in the eddy, striking 
Ae opposing stream, their headway begins to deaden : 
they double their strokes ; but all in vain ; an equilibri- 
um ensues for a moment ; till at length, the heavy and 
steady pressure of nature prevails, and the boat falls back ; 
the spirits of the rowers flag, and they are carried impetu- 
ously down till they make the shore again. 

Nov. 3. I this day passed a beautiful tract of wilder- 
ness^ affording a plentifid subsistence to the animal crea- 
tion, and inviting, by enchanting prospects and luxuri- 
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sent the attractions of the settled parts were more eti- 
ticing, your hills and rallies, believe me, will one day 
be the resort of men of genius and enterprise, who will 
add to your future glory. 

On the 4th we killed some venison and other game. 
On the 10th \Ve were visited by a few of the Osark tribe 
of Indians, who came to us in canoes, bringing with them 
a few turkies, percimmons, and deer-skins. I purchased 
some of those articles, and gave them in exchange, pow- 
der and lead, and some corn-meal. They say that their 
tribe is small, and that they remain neutral between the 
United States and other powers. They are of large 
stature, and their limbs well proportioned. They appear 
to be slovenly and filthy, and for Indians they are of an 
uncommonly dark complexion. They are called by the 
name of a river they inhabit, on the west side of the Mis- 
sisippi. 

On the 20th, 21st, and 22d, we passed several Indian 
camps, and would often be favoured with a visit. There 
are a part of the Chickasaw and Choctaw tribes who fi^- 
quent tliis river for the purpose of fishing, plundering, Sw:, 
Those Indians belonging to, or living within the United 
States, I shall hereafter give a particular description of. 

On the 28th we arrived at tlie Walnut hills, a beauti- 
ful and delightful tract of country. These hills are in- 
habited, and under good cultivation, affording a delight- 
ful prospect from the river. Whilst I was gazing at the 
beautv of the scene, and viewing* Phoebus just stretchinsr 
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made my boat fast, in order to view the beauties of nature 
on shore. 

After walking about half a mile, over a green-tufted 
soil of beautiful vales and hills, I arrived at a large 
and commodious house, where I got a fresh repast, and 
information of the country. The house belonged to a 
French gentleman, lately removed from France ; he was 
a man of taste, who had been through the western and 
southern states, and had found no place so congenial to 
his mind as that which he now occupied. I believe he 
has much intriguing confederacy with the anglos. Cot- 
ton here produces well ; also com, tobacco, hemp, 
fruits, Ejcc. Ejcc. After spending a few hours I returned to 
my boat ; with some difficulty we cleared the eddy, and 
hauled out into the current. 

On the 2d of December we arrived at Natches, a very 
conspicuous town on the east bank, containing at present 
between three and four hundred houses, well built, and 
many of them of brick. It stands on an eminence of 
about 200 feet from the level of the river. A small part 
of the town is under the hill, immediately on the river ; 
it is well known to be the resort of dissipation. Here is 
the bold-faced strumpet, full of blasphemies, who looks 
upon the virtuous part of her sex with contempt and 
hatred ; every house is a grocer)'-, containing gambling, 
music and dancing, fornicators, &c. This is the stop- 
ping place for all boatmen from Kentucky, Tennessee, 
&c. ; yes, I have in that place seen 150 boats, loaded 
with nroduce. bonnH to New-Orlp?ins. delaviiiP- tlieir 
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chanics of every description. The town is generally 
made up of emigrants from the eastern states. The as- 
cent from the river is made easy by means of a dug-way, 
half a mile in length, up which is carried all the water 
made use of in the town for washing ; many use it for 
drinking, in preference to the well-water, which is ex- 
tremely hard and unpleasant, especially to strangers. 

Although this place is surrounded by an excellent and 
well-cultivated country, yet it wholly depends on pro- 
duce from up the river, which can be had much cheaper, 
and for this reason the farmers do not raise corn, wheat, 
&c. The common product is cotton and tobacco ; the 
latter is just beginning to be cultivated^ 

There is a market in this place, which is celebrated for 
fish, particularly the cat-fish, which they take out of the 
Missisippi in abundance, aild of incredible size, weighing 
from 10 to 200 pounds. Their beef is poor, as also flesh 
of other kinds. 

Six miles back from this is Washington, a small town 
with a court-house and goal, and is the seat of govern- 
ment for the Missisippi territory, it will probably be re- 
moved to Natches. Washington is in a state of decline^ 
owing to its distance from the river. St. Stephens , 
"will probably be the seal of government in a short time, 
Avhich place and country I shall treat upon hereafter. 

Dec. 5. I again started in the afternoon. This night 
I floated down with the current. The river from 
Natches to New-Orleans, is delightfully smooth, and un- 
l^roken by sawyers ; but finding by this 1 should lose 
sight of a beautiful country, and wishing to satisfy my 
mind witheverv narticular. I determined to lie hv th 
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only by the solemn cry of owls, and the piercmg howl 
of beasts of prey. 

Dec. 6. I'he country begins to get low, and swampy, 
abounding with cypress trees, which hang full of moss, 
called Spanish moss. This moss, or tree-grass, is com- 
mon in tlie southern states, particularly on the Missisippi ; 
it hangs on the body, and every projecting limb, four or 
five feet, loosely entwined, and cloaks tlie wdlderness widi 
still greater gloom, hanging in weeping forms of mournful 
gray. On this moss the Spanish horses subsist the year 
round. The inhabitants use it for matrasses, &c. ; there 
is also much of it exported for the puqoose of stuffing 
saddles, chairs, &c. after it is cured in a proper manner. 
It is found only on low ground, and netu' Avater-courses. 
It has a taste not unpleasant, and is full of juice. Large 
quantities of it are taken to the northern states. 

Dec. 8. We arrived at BaatonRouge,'a small town on 
tlie east side of the river, containing about one hundred 
houses. The inhabitants are principally French. There 
are here a considerable number of stores, chiefly groceries. 
The town stands on an elevated spot, or sandy bluff. The 
productions of the country around are cotton, indigo, &c. 
We shoved off after staying here one hour. We now 
began to come to the plantations. How beautiful these 
appeared, after pursuing our way through a rugged wil- 
derness, I can describe to none but those who have ex- 
perienced it. With their help I can stammer over the 
outJines of the pleasure it created within me. Shrink- 
ing from the blast of Avinter, I was gradually arriving 
in a warm latitude, and passing plantations of excessive 
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Rockasec and Tunikee; the latter is supposed to be 
fifty miles around and but five across. With a capital of 
fifty or sixty thousand dollars, there might be many te- 
dious miles saved in the navigation of this river. By 
cutting small courses across these necks, there would be 
no difficulty in uniting or straightening this mighty stream 
in many places ; some of which are not more than half a 
mile, and are made up of loose earth. In many places it 
would save ten, in others twenty, and in one or two in- 
stances fifty miles. All these added, would be in course 
of time an object, particularly in ascending the river. It 
lias been contemplated by some characters of enteqmse, 
but fell through for want of funds. But as the country 
grows older, and its advantages are discovered, improve-^ 
ments will assist the workmanship of nature in instances 
of the above-mentioned kind. This country has far ex- 
ceeded the most mature nations of Europe, in improve- 
ments and inventions which have surpassed in their prac- 
tical results all the theories of tlie old world. 

The rich sugar and cotton plantations now began to 
wear a most elegant aspect, with commodious buildings, 
and out-houses for the numerous servants, who appeared 
in droves, going to and fro upon the plantations. The 
manner in which these poor Afi*icans are treated by their 
overseers, is frequently cruel in the extreme ; but I shall 
here forbear making any remarks on this subject. This 
southwestern extremity of the United States has been 
nursed by European powers, and seems not to have been 
brought to perfection, nor a state of subordination and 
rectitude, until it fell into the hands of the mild and iudi- 
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2ren, liaving for several years shared good and evil, luxu- 
ry and want* 

The weather was now warm and pleasant, and it being 
the coldest month in the year;, the sun's beams were very 
gratefuL 

The Missisippi, differing from other rivers, seems to 
be elevated above the general level of /die land, which is 
truly the case, especially as you proceed near its mouth ; 
tlie land on each side sinks, commencing at its margin and 
ending in a swamp or lake. While other rivers are de- 
pressed or compressed within the limits of huge clusters 
of mountains, and exhibit shores lined with rocks, this is 
adorned with the smile of luxury. 

Nature seems to have been aware of the free race of 
people that should inliabit this continent of Columbus, 
(not of Americus,) and although there were suited to ev- 
ry class or race of people, zones, torrid, temperate, and 
fiigid ; yet she thought her temperate zone not adequate 
to contain the happy beings that might arise either from 
an impulse of emigration, or from the natural source of 
increase : she therefore set her convulsive powers in ope- 
ration, and assuaged the surging billows from the face of 
what is now the fattest soil on the terraqueous globe- Ex- 
posing it in time to the action of the beams of the sun, it 
became the finest and most productive region of the 
^or]d ; while the rivers only remain as traces of that 
^c%i which once inundated this portion of the globe. 
^^ plantations on this coast do not many of them ex- 

^^^^ r*^^^^ tiban a mile and a half from the coast, till they 
aro _^-> 1 I ^ .1 . ^ • 1 • ,.;ki^ 
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CHAP. IV. 



Arrival at Neiv-Orleans — Difficulty of landing — Descrip^ 
tion of New- Orleans — Badness of the water — Romantic 
appearance of the Church — Rapidimprovement of New- 
Orleans — Causes why it is sickly — Excellence of the 
market — Intentions of the author to ship for Jamaica. 

On the 13th Dec. 1808, I aiTived at New-Orleans, after 
encountering many difficulties, on a strange river, and 
frequent insults from my men. In landing here I found 
more difficulty than in any part of my journey, as the 
city lies on a bend of the river which forms an eddy. I 
here made several attempts to land, but on striking the 
eddy it would take me near a mile up the river, before I 
could again make the current. I at length, by a fortu- 
nate turn of the eddy, drove in with exulting pleasure, 
and leaped on shore : I secured my boat, and for a mo- 
ment was fixed to the spot, meditating on the fatigues I 
had encountered. I here sold my little cargo to unex- 
pected advantage, and after discharging my men, felt as 
it were, released from a world of care and anxiety. I 
took lodgings with a Dr. De Fludcar, a French gentle- 
man of great merit, as I afterwards found him to be. 

I shall here give a short description of New- Orleans, as 
in its present state. It lies in lat. 2T 49' north, and 90'' 
5' west Ion. on tlie east side of the Missisippi, and 100 
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kind of cellar on the surface of the ground ; all places 
belo\x the surface would be filled with water constantly. 
For the purpose of receiving fresh air, the houses are 
built as high as the tornadoes common to that country 
will permit. They are generally built on a French 
construction, aflfording elevated terraces and walks, which 
open to the gentle breeze in the heat of summer. 

The level of this city is several feet below the surface 
of the river in its periodical floods, and is saved from in- 
undation only by a bank levey on its margin ; hence all 
the water collected in the city runs off from the river, and 
oozes at length in a swamp and lake, in the rear of the 
town* The waters and slops, after being used, are tlirown 
into the gutters, or leaders, which are made of hewn 
timber, one for the bottom, and one on each side ; here 
it slowly moves off, creating a' very nauseous stnell during 
the dry seasons, and is relieved only by the rains, which 
cleanse them from the odious filth they had collected. 

All the water made use of in the city, is carried from 
the river in casks, there not being a well in the place, of 
which any use is made. A person would naturally sup- 
pose aqueducts would be stretched through the streets ; 
but this requires yankeeism, which disbands all claims of 
European despotism. 

The water of this celebrated river is the best of itself 

of any in the United States, being cool through the sul- 

^y months of summer, and can, without being attended 

^^^h the least harm, be drank in the freest perspiration. 

, ^t filth and negligence will cause the purest waters to 
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and there constantly kept in circulation^ must conse- 
quently imbibe a quantity of putrefaction. 

Out of the above-mentioned eddvv ^^ ^^^ wafer made 
use of is taken ; but when tliey find that the scourging 
liand of disease is beginning its careerj and dismal mala- 
dies are nuiklng rapid progress from liousc to house, like 
New -York J tliey ivill cleanse theii^ city, and sweep off the 
brooding pestilence, drinking pure water in preference to 
fouL 

This city contains an elegant church for the Roman 
Catholics, and a monastery for the exercise of the nuns. 
There are no otiier public buildings for worship* In 
front of the church is an elegant square, of level, greent 
turf, from ^vhich the church has a very romantic appear- 
ance- Tliere are mtmy other public buildings, as well as 
private, which exhibit a pattern of the beauty and ele- 
gance of French taste, and wliich the architect views with 
astonishment. 

New- Orleans, of late years, has been thriving astonish- 
ingly. Emigrants from all parts of tlie United States, 
ai'e constantly roving the western and southern country, 
and naturally descend to New- Orleans ; and although 
those from the northern states are not subject to the cli- 
mate, yet under the impression of profiting, they many 
of them continue till they get attacked, and never return. 
Others, of loose habits, and inclined to dissipation, meet 
with great encouragement till they are deprived of the 
means of subsistence, and then are left to the mercy of 
the scorching sun ; this, with the use of ardent liquors to 
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there made use of, the system is under no greater afflic- 
tion tiian it would be elsewhere, as New- Orleans can 
produce instances of longevity surpassing most other parts 
of the United States. 

The nightly air in this vicinity is very injurious, 
and often proves fatal, in the hottest seasons of the 
year^j although it would be reasonable to suppose the 
sun would so warm the atmosphere and the animal cre- 
ation, that his absence would have no effect in so short 
a time : but when his last rays disappear, nature seems 
to change her element ; a cold damp arises, and a 
thick vapour every where prevails. This is succeeded 
by chilling dews, which lay in heavy drops, as if act- 
ing in opposition to the sun's influence. But these 
vapours are soon scattered when the earth is again 
exposed to the sultry beams of that refulgent sun, whose 
power and attraction keep in subjection all those orbs 
within his care, visiting them in time with his enliven- 
ing presence,. 

Upon the whole, I conclude that the wealth of New- 
Orleans will, in no distant time, equal tliat of any other 
American city, and that Louisiana will ultimately be the 
garden spot of the western continent* 

The exports of Louisiana are sugar, cotton, rice, to- 
bacco, indigo, oranges, &c. The sugar is universally 
allowed to be the best of the kind manufactured in the 
known world. 

During my stay in New- Orleans I had frequent oppor- 
lunities for learning the situation of the country west of the 
Missisippr ; and I here found that my early attainment ol 
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of a diflferent cast yet to go through, perhaps to harden 
and temper me for new perils. 

The market of New- Orleans is equal to any of its size 
in the United States. In this market can be had the 
products of all climes, and as cheap as at New- York. 
The beef is not so good as in the northern and middle 
states ; fish, both fi-esh and dried, and vegetables of every 
kind, are plenty ; also nuts, mellons, and iruits. The 
watermellon can be had at any time of the year. This 
city is wholly dependent on the upper states, namely, 
Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee, for their produce, which 
is com-nieal, flour, beef, pork, butter, potatoes, apples, 
cider, wliiskey, &c. &c. They receive in return some 
few foreign articles, but most generally and naturally pre- 
fer cash, abstaining firom imported luxuries, being con- 
tented with their own homely fare, excepting coffee, of 
which they are remarkably fond. In their dress they 
prefer the rugged leggins and hunting-shirt, of a ground 
colour, trimmed with yellow. With tliis suit and their 
rifle, they feel always perfectly at home. 

I remained in New- Orleans until tlie month of Aprils 
which was totally averse to my former plan. Commer- 
cial interest enticed me to ship for Jamaica. Dr. De 
Fludcar, the gentlemian with whom I boarded, entered 
Avith me upon a little adventure, which it was thought 
nould prove advantageous to us bodi. 
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CHAP. V. 



Arrival at Jamaica — Departure of Dr. De Fludcar^^ 
Determination of the author to visit Port an Prince — 
Departure Jrom Jamaica — Arrival at Port'au Prince — 
Project of a tour in the interior of the island — Author 
sets outy accompanied by a gentleman — Beauty and 
grandeur of the scenery — Difficulty and danger of tra- 
velling — Singular cave discovered — Description of it — 
Return of the author — Violent illness — Recovery — 
Takes passage for Savannah — Shipivreck^ and immi- 
nent danger of the author'^ s life — Description of Cum- 
herland harbour — Melancholy death of Captain Crase- 
well — Return to Kingston — General description of Ja- 
maica — Productions of the island — Description of Port 
Royal trade — The author again returns to the United 
States — Arrival at New-Orleans- — Preparations for 
ascending the Red river. 

On the 10th of May, 1809, we set sail on board the 
Dolphin. On the 20th we arrived at Kingston, the capi- 
tal of the island of Jamaica, We soon despatched onr 
sales, and De Fludcar returned to New- Orleans. Interest 
further led me to indulge ever}^ flattering hope. I took u 
tour into the interior of the island, which I found to con- 
sist of huee clusters of rocks, the veins of which are filled 
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is m latituclf 17^ north, and about the longitude of the 
city of VVasliiiigtoiK 

On the 4th of June I took a passage on board the Nep- 
tune scliQoncr for Port au Prince, at which place I ar- 
rived on the 1 Uh. It lies in latitude 18o north, and about 
the meridian of Pliiladclphia, The island of St. Domin- 
go lies between Cuba and Porto Rico. The face of , the 
country in most parts is beautifully adorned with hills and 
vallies, and covered with handsome groves of large tim- 
ber, and a variety of rivers running in every direction, 
which add beauty and elegance to the variegated land- 
scape. 

During my stay in this port I frequendy heard from 
xny parents in London, which relieved my anxiety ; and 
by sending letter^ I informed them of my circumstances. 
I met one day, by accident, with an acquaintance, and 
proposed to him to take a view of the interior, and if his 
mind corresponded with that of a naturalist, we would 
not fail of exploring any internal cavity, or subterraneous 
passage that we might discover. He readily yielded to 
my proposal, but informed me of his acquaintance on the 
island, and diat it was necessary to visit them before our 
departure. He sat out for that purpose, and I waited his 
return with patience. On die 19th he returned, and on 
the 20th we started, and with no other view than that of 
prying into natural curiosities, of which I was informed 
the island abounded. On the 25th we arrived at a ridge 
of rocks, and broken hilly ground, where we had many 
extensive prospects of a wild forest, which held us in the 
lowest contempt, regardless of bur ramble over her clus- 
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beauty. These little streams were received by larger, 
which after winding their courses and augmenting tlieir 
size, are mingled in the salt waves of the Atlantic. 

We had now reached one of these rivers, and finding 
it not fordable, and not wishing to damage our provisions, 
we altered our course from southeast to northeast, follow- 
ing its margin for a considerable distance. We crossed 
many lofty precipices, on one of which we discovered 
distinct signs of silver, very near the surface of the earth. 
We took an observation of the place, and proceeded. 

On the night of the 27th we encamped on the side of a 
precipice, down which ran a murmuring stream. Con- 
cealing ourselves between two shelves of the rock, wc 
felt secure from wild beasts, and only dreaded the clan- 
destine visits of innumerable reptiles. After placing oiu-- 
selves in such a manner that we could not fall out of our 
den, we were soon lulled to sleep by the neighbouring 
cascade, which drowned all otlier solitary murmurs, and 
the lamentations of this re-echoing forest, whose chorus 
consisted of the night bird's song, the gentle breeze, and 
sudden blast, winding through the battlements of the 
clustered mass. In the morning we awoke much re- 
freshed, and continued our tour to the summit, where we 
had a most beautiful prospect of the country. On our 
left we had the small but pure waters of the river, veiled 
by a scattering fog ; on our right, at a distance, one above 
another, we had elevated ridges, and each in turn was 
watered by falling streams, whose reflection of the sun's 
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By turning round we beheld our situation truly peculiar, 
for before ^ve could further proceed, we were forced to 
ascend a ]iarrow peak, and descend on the other side, 
for on either side our passage was obstructed by perpen- 
dicular cliffs, but from the peak the descent was more 
gradual. The scene invited our stay till the sun began 
to direct his raj^s on our heads, which hurried us down 
a rough passage of loose stones, where we were often 
stopped by the hissing of adders ; but being in high 
boots \ve }vere not daunted. Of these we killed several ; 
and about 3 o'clock, we found the monster among 
snakes, having two distinct heads ; it was about twenty 
inches in length. Its heads were perfectly alike, having 
in the neck of each a joint by which it could move its 
heads either way, uniting them together, and then throw- 
ing theip. in a right angle, from thence each way to its 
sides, holding the one and moving the other at pleasure. 
At the sight of this monster we were much peirplexed, as we 
could not solve in our minds, nor bring any thing of a 
species born natural, to be in any shape, compared with 
it. On irritating it, botli tongues were launched, its 
body swelled, both heads flattened, and four eyes spark- 
led with rage ; each tongue in vibrating would drop 
venom ; its body, formed in an awkward coil, would 
change its colour to a reddish brown, with innumerable 
spots of a bright yellow, full of feverish venom. Its mo- 
tion ^vas slow and reluctant, stopping at our approach, 
and moving off at our remaining still. On putting a 
stick near its heads, both upper jaws would be thrown up, 
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pense otir labour ; this we did without much bruising 
him. We then took off his skin as carefully as possible, 
Which on my return to the port I boxed up, and sent a 
present to the museum in Londoru It excited wonder in 
all who saw it. 

The water we carried with us had now given out ; 
accordingly , we bent our course towards tlie river, and 
after cutting ourselves by falling and stumbling over 
broken cliffs, we came in sight of it about sunset. The 
bank was very steep, and it was with difficulty that we 
procured any water. After satisfying our thirst, we took 
a little of our provision, which were getting very stale as 
Veil as scarce. 

The beauties of the evening were ushered in with the 
piercing cry of birds of prey, and the plunging crash of 
amphibious reptiles, which only allowed us a short time 
for conversation in the intervals of their noise. ^ We were 
not pleased with our situation in this, it being near the 
margin of a river, and on looking round we could not dis- 
cover a proper situation without going a few hundred 
yards down the shore, where we saw some project- 
ing rocks covered with white moss. We found the 
spot truly romantic. By a gradual ascent on the west 
ijide, we were enabled to get near the summit, where 
we found each step sounded with a dreadful din. This 
wakened our curiosity, for by every appearance we 
judged it to be subterraneous, and faintly hoped our con- 
jectures might not be erroneous. At this instant the 
mpon broke forth in reflecting li.ccht IthrouR^h the thick 
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green horizon of the innumerable mahoganys, whieh 
abound on this island. 

In viewing the wild scene around us we were filled 
with silent terror. In a kind of revery my companion 
carelessly shoved off a loose fragment of rock, which 
tumbled down and terminated in or near some concave 
part of the rock below, while the reverberation between 
rolled in every direction. It was now determined to ex- 
plore any part that might be accessible ; the moonlight 
assisted our external search, and after half an hour's la- 
bour in seeking for an entrance, we were about to give 
over any further pursuit. I sat down in a small fissure, 
leaving my companion still impressed with an idea that 
the entrance was in some part practicable. While I was 
thus sitting Jn a reclined posture, reposing myself fi-om 
the fatigue I had endured tlie day past, I was disturbed 
by loud, hollow, and indistinct accents, accompanied 
w ith the indirect echo of Ker, Ker : I instantly stepped 
fi-om my seat to a little elevation, and calling my compan- 
ion by name, (Watson,) was answered in re-echoing 
shouts of joy. I hastened to the spot, where I found 
Watson standing in the gloomy front of a spacious grotto, 
situated in the east northeasterly corner of this cluster, 
and within a few yards of the river. Every step, every 
touch, and every word, bore testimony, by their dying 
sound, embosomed in the winding cavities, that we were 
on the borders of a subterraneous adventure. Watson 
informed me that he had been a few yards into its mouth, 
that it was a little descending, and the circulation of air 
was heard in every direction. I proposed to him to defer 
tlie attempt of entering till morning : he insisted on im- 
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er, made two torches ; then procuring fire, we lit one of 
them, and having our small arms and all things in readi- 
ness, we entered, Watson took the lead. The chill air 
oozing from tlie damp cells, created within me a silent 
horror. Having proceeded about fifteen yards, we came 
to a rugged descent, and after a few steps over a ridge 
of loose earth and stones, we found ourselves buried in a 
spacious cavern of about ten feet in height, and nothing 
but thick darkness on all sides. Our torches burnt with 
lustrCj and reflected with transparent beauty on the falling 
drops, which proceeded firom every part, forming innu- 
merable little rivulets, which murmured in their courses, 
and hastening to be absorbed in oblivion, or sink to lower 
beds, there to rem^n in various forms of petrifaction „ 
We proceeded in this way for some time without meet- 
ing with any obstruction, when at length our progress 
was stopped by a perpendicular wall. The petrifaction 
here shone in many lively colours, and at a distance ap- 
peared to possess animal life. Here natural forms of a 
body and shape resembling hum^i were to be seen ; the 
imitation of animals and fowls, and one in particular of a 
serpent in a spiral coil, with its head raised, on which 
thick drops would slowly fall, and there consolidate and 
increase in size. The texture of these are seemingly as 
hard as tliat of a rock. Those which from long standing, 
and the course, of the fountains being changed, remain, 
waiting the slow and sure hand of time to temper and fit 
them for duration. Some we found to be of an clastic 
substance, with the cause of which I was at that time 
unacquainted. 

After nartlv Rati«jfvincy nnr niriOQitxr wp nrocecded 
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ceived a low, narrow, arched passage. We now stopped 
to consult each other with respect to the termination 
of this remarkable cave. I still proposed to return to 
the mouth, if possible, as we were much fatigued with 
the excursion of the day ; to which he with reluc- 
tance consented. His torch being nearly colisumed, I 
lit mine, which cheered the too visible gloom that sur- 
rounded us. 

The length of time we had been in the cavern, and the 
continual droppings of water, together with the damp air, 
rendered us very uncomfortable, and we forcibly felt our " 
need of repose. We turned about and pursued the same 
course we came, and on arriving at the mouth congratu- 
lated each other on our sdfe return. The moon shone 
with unusual brilliancy, and the air seemed to be filled 
with perfume. Such was the contrast of our momentary 
situations. We erected a small fire and dried our 
dampened clothes, took a little brandy we Had yet re- 
tained ; then looked a convenient place, secure as possi- 
ble, and lay down with the promise of further exploring 
the grotto when daylight appeared. Fatigue and satis- 
faction soon lulled us to sleep, insensible of sun'ounding 
dangers. 

We arose in the nK)rning refreshed ; the sun was not 
yet risen. The numerous alligators bellowed out their 
thanks for the return of day, and were slowly floating and 
swimming in every direction, in quest oi food. Geese, 
cranes, and pelicans were flying in abuiidaixce. We 
made a fine breakfast on a large crane we happened to kill 
as he was flying close over our heads. The sun had 
risen, and we a.c:ain made Drcnarations to cx])iorc further 
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again, resolved to explore it to its end. We proceeded 
fester than before ; came to the large ridge of loose stone, 
and presently came up with the before-mentioned wall. 
We continued along to the little arched door, tlie passage 
was just large enough to admit a man on his hands and 
knees. I being the smallest, entered first, and in going 
eight or ten feet found it began to widen, but grew no 
higher ; I creeped along, and found a sudden descent of 
about three feet, down which I got and found myself 
standing on sand. Watson, in crawling after me, by some 
means extinguished his torch, which, by his holding it in 
the passage, had enabled me before to see my way : but 
now the blackest gloom surrounded us — gloom too ter- 
rific for expression. Luckily, I had brought the fire- 
works with me, and lighting a match, we lit botli our 
torches, Watson having got with me on this sand bottom. 
We proceeded, walking upright. The dropping of wa- 
ter had ceased, and the sand under our feet appeared dry. 
At this instant my eyes met a spark of lustre just before 
me. I applied my torch to it, and to our joy found 
symptoms of gold with the sand. We soon found our 
conjectures were true ; for going a few steps further we 
came to a small running stream, clear as crystal, in the 
bottom of which we saw thin specks of virgin gold. We 
now looked in every fissure of the surrounding rocks, if 
possible to descry some vein ; but there was none to be 
found. We followed this stream to its discharge, under 
the projecting point of a rock : still strong marks of gold 
were visible. We gathered a small quantity in the bot- 
tom of this stream, and were about to return, when wc 
nroDOsed to take a little brandv and continue ovir search. 
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sidCj and at length came to an ascent of ten or twelve feet,^ 
up which we crawled ; then having to stoop on our hands 
and knees^ we still ascended throuijh a craggy broken 
passage of rocks, some loosely Iiangiiig and turning as we 
moved o^^cr thcm< In this way we conti;iued some time, 
Watson behig before, when I called to him to return be- 
fore our lights ^vere entirely cojismned, and we should be 
left to perish in tliis dark abode. He seemed to pay no 
attention to what I said, and still pushed on, observing 
that the air was not so damp as he proceeded. . In a short 
time Watson informed me he saw light from heaven, and 
ive soon found ourselves in a situation in which we could 
see the beauties of the moniing sky : but the ascent had 
now become pci-pendicular, forming a kind of chimney of 
:i triangular fonn, about nine feet high, and so wide as 
not to admit of bracing out, Watson placed himself 
against the side of the rock, and by getting on his head I 
was enal'jlcd to leap out. I then procured a long stick 
sufficiently stroiig to bcLir his ^\ eighty by the help of which 
he got safely out, I had unperceivxd cut myself in seve- 
ral places about niy knees and legs, by the rugged pas-^ 
sage through which we came. With heartfelt satisfaction 
we sat down by the mouth of the cave we had ascended, 
and recounted each particular of our past fears and joys, 
and drew up satisfactory conclusions with regard to the 
existence of gold in the bowels of this spacious cavern ; 
gold which, when tried, we found to be of the purest 
kind. We here made a minute of every particular re- 
specting what we had seen. 
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large nor noticed ; on all other sides it is bounded by a 
wild forest, and projecting peaks of stony cliffs. 

29th. We started on our return to the port, calculat- 
ing our course, and determining to take a near direction. 
Worn out with fatigue, and the heat of the weather, we 
made slow progress. The coiu^se we took shortened oiu* 
way considerably, yet we had to cross high mountains, 
and branches of rivers which constantly intercepted our 
passage, and the many curiosities would detain us, as well 
as the heavy rains, which seemed to be let down in one en- 
tire sheet, sweetly cooling the air and scattering the sul- 
try vapours, and rendering it pleasant and wholesome. 

On the 3d of July we arrived at the town, where I was 
taken sick with the intermittent fever, brought on by con- 
stant exposure to the scorching sun. By good care and 
attendance I soon recovered my health and strength. 
During the time of my sickness, Watson had shipped to 
some place, as I supposed, with the news of his adven- 
ture ; and I have since learned that he returned with a 
company and further explored this grotto, where they 
found gold in abundance. 

On my passage frdm St. Jago, in the island of His- 
paniola, to the Havanna, I experienced one of those ter- 
rible hurricanes which are so frequent in tliese latitudes. 
It was after a serene, fine day, in which tlie beams of an 
almost vertical sun had just been ameliorated by a gentle 
sea-breeze, that the sky became suddenly overcast ; dis- 
tant thunder, and the flashes of lightning which gleamed 
in the west, announced an approaching storm. Our Cap- 
tain, a man who had a considerable share of nautical 
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ceived a low, narrow, arched passage. We now stopped 
to consult each other with respect to the termination 
of this remarkable cave. I still proposed to return to 
the mouth, if possible, as we were much fatigued with 
the excursion of the day ; to which he with reluc- 
tance consented. His torch being nearly colisumed, I 
lit mine, which cheered the too visible gloom that sur- 
rounded us. 

The length of time we had been in the cavern, and the 
continual droppings of water, together with the damp air, 
rendered us very uncomfortable, and we forcibly felt our ■ 
need of repose. We turned about and pursued the same 
course we came, and on arriving at the mouth congratu- 
lated each other on our sdfe return. The moon shone 
with unusual brilliancy, and the air seemed to be filled 
with perfume. Such was the contrast of our momentary 
situations. We erected a small fire and dried our 
dampened clothes, took a little brandy we had yet re- 
tained ; then looked a convenient place, secure as possi- 
ble, and lay down with the promise of further exploring 
tlie grotto when daylight appe^ired. Fatigue and satis- 
faction soon lulled us to sleep, insensible of surrounding 
dangers. 

We arose in the nK)rning refreshed ; the sun was not 
yet risen* The numerous alligators bellowed out their 
thanks for the return of day, and were slowly floating and 
sw^imming in every direction, in quest oi food. Geese, 
cranes, and pelicans were flying in abundaixe. We 
made a fine breakfast on a large crane we happened to kill 
as he was flying close over our heads. The sun had 
risen, and we aerain made nreparations to explore further 
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again, resolved to explore it to its end. We proceeded 
faster than before ; came to the large ridge of loose stone, 
and presently came up with the before-mentioned wall. 
We continued along to the little arched door, tlie passage 
was just large enough to admit a man on his hands and 
knees. I being the smallest, entered first, and in going 
eight or ten feet found it began to widen, but grew no 
higher ; I creeped along, and found a sudden descent of 
about three feet, down which I got and found myself 
standing on sand. Watson, in crawling after me, by some 
means extinguished his torch, which, by his holding it in 
the passage, had enabled me before to see my way : but 
now the blackest gloom surrounded us — gloom too ter- 
rific for expression. Luckily, I had brought the fire- 
works with me, and lighting a match, we lit botli our 
torches, Watson having got with me on this sand bottom. 
We proceeded, walking upright. The dropping of wa- 
ter had ceased, and the sand under our feet appeared dry. 
At this instant my eyes met a spark of lustre just before 
me. I applied my torch to it, and to our joy found 
symptoms of gold with the sand. We soon found our 
conjectures were true ; for going a few steps further w^e 
came to a small running stream, clear as crystal, in the 
bottom of which we saw thin specks of virgin gold. We 
now looked in every fissure of the surrounding rocks, if 
possible to descry some vein ; but there was none, to be 
found. We followed this stream to its discharge, under 
the projecting point of a rock : still strong marks of gold 
were visible. We gathered a small quantity in the bot- 
tom of this stream, and were about to return, when wc 
nroDOsed to take a little brandv and continue ovir search. 
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ceived a low, narrow, arched passage. We now stopped 
to consult each other with respect to the termination 
of this remarkable cave. I still proposed to return to 
the mouth, if possible, as we were much fatigued with 
the excursion of the day ; to which he with reluc- 
tance consented. His torch being nearly colisumed, I 
lit mine, which cheered the too visible gloom that sur- 
rounded us. 

The length of time we had been in the cavern, and the 
continual droppings of water, together with the damp air, 
rendered us very uncomfortable, and we forcibly felt our " 
need of repose. We turned about and pursued the same 
course we came, and on arriving at the mouth congratu- 
lated each other on our sdfe return. The moon shone 
with unusual brilliancy, and the air seemed to be filled 
with perfume. Such was the contrast of our momentary 
situations. We erected a small fire and dried our 
dampened clothes, took a little brandy we Had yet re- 
tained ; then looked a convenient place, secure as possi- 
ble, and lay down with the promise of further exploring 
tlie grotto when daylight appeared. Fatigue and satis- 
faction soon lulled us to sleep, insensible of surrounding 
dangers. 

We arose in the nK)rning refireshed ; the sun was not 
yet risen. The numerous alligators bellowed out their 
thanks for the return of day, and were slowly floating and 
swimming in every direction, in quest oi food. Geese, 
cranes, and pelicans were flying in abuadaxxce. We 
made a fine breakfast on a large crane we happened to kill 
as he was flying close over our heads. The sun had 

rispn. anrl we nirrnm mnrle nrpniirntions tn r.xnlr^iv Further 
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again, resolved to explore it to its end. We proceeded 
faster than before ; came to the large ridge of loose stone, 
and presently came up with the before-mentioned wall. 
We continued along to the little arched door, tlie passage 
was just large enough to admit a man on his hands and 
knees. I being the smallest, entered first, and in going 
eight or ten feet found it began to widen, but grew no 
higher ; I creeped along, and found a sudden descent of 
about three feet, down which I got and found myself 
standing on sand. Watson, in crawling after me, by some 
means extinguished his torch, which, by his holding it in 
the passage, had enabled me before to see my way : but 
now the blackest gloom surrounded us — gloom too ter- 
rific for expression. Luckily, I had brought the fire- 
works with me, and lighting a match, we lit botli our 
torches, Watson having got with me on this sand bottom. 
We proceeded, walking upright. The dropping of wa- 
ter had ceased, and the sand under our feet appeared dry. 
At this instant my eyes met a spark of lustre just before 
me. I applied my torch to it, and to our joy found 
symptoms of gold with the sand. We soon found our 
conjectures were true ; for going a few steps further we 
came to a small running stream, clear as crystal, in the 
bottom of which we saw thin specks of virgin gold. We 
now looked in every fissure of the surrounding rocks, if 
possible to descry some vein ; but there was none to be 
found. We followed this stream to its discharge, under 
the projecting point of a rock : still strong marks of gold 
were visible. We gathered a small quantity in the bet- 
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succeeded in getting on shore alive, and was the only per- 
son who escaped this scene of death. 

When we arrived in St. Jago, I immediately waited on 
the American consul who furnished me with such assist- 
ance as enabled me to get over a considerable of the 
cargo, and such other articles as were valuable ; but they 
were comparatively very trifling, and were but a small 
portion of that wealth which we had when we left that 
place a week before ; w^e had then a full cargo of goods, 
valued at 17,000 dollars, two-thirds of which was belong- 
ing to myself, and now the whole amount of my wealth 
did not exceed 500 dollars. This sudden reduction of 
my fortune occasioned a depression of spirits which it was 
impossible for me to overcome, and for which it was 
necessary that I should find some remedy, and recruit my 
diminished finances. But thus it is ; human happiness is 
ever unstable ; we are never certain of one hour's peace 
or security, and in the morning we may be possessed of 
affluence, and in the evening be sunk in poverty. I still, 
however, was calm and resigned to my fate ; I looked 
with composure upon the scene around me, and had this 
cheering consolation, that although I was bereft of pro- 
perty, I was still breathing the pure air of nature, and 
looked up with gratitude to the Author of all good^ for 
my preservation from many dangers and perils ; to his 
unseen arm I was indebted for sustaining me while float- 
ing on the liquid expanse, and dashing against the rocks ; 
and I felt no less gratitude for my safety and protection 
through a trackless and almost barren wilderness. In 
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and the haunts of the uncivilized savage, in safety ; a 
to repose in his tent, fearless of the spear or tomahawk. 
The harbour of St. Jago is strongly fortified by nati 
as well as art, and is well calculated for affording refrei 
ment to vessels. The fort is well built, and its lofty b 
tlcments, rising from the level of the sea, afford a romj 
tic and picturesque prospect. The country is agreeal 
diversified with hills and vallies, and being always c( 
ered with verdure has a lively and gay appearance. ' 
this fort I frequently strayed in the morning, when 1 
gray twilight was gently retiring before those stre^ 
of gold, which are the forerunners of the glorious 
gent of day. The rising of the sun in this coun 
is uncommonly elegant, and would require the per 
of a Raphael, or the descriptive powers of a Burke, to 
justice to it : first appears a few light clouds, wh: 
quickly disappear and are succeeded by others still m( 
red, until the bright king of the morning appears above i 
horizon. Nothing can be more grand or majestic tlian 
api>earajice, just rising above trees and plants etems 
covered with verdure ; die feathered songsters welco 
his approach J all nature seems revivified, and the bi 
hum of men, as they go backwards and forwards fr 
the shore to their vessels, together with the lowing of 
cattle, and other occurrences which are common o 
morning in this; country, present a scene which is at c 
cheering and instructive. Mankind being by ny 
formed for employment, it is i^ot only necessary 
proper that they should commence their labour early 
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store as will enable us to pass the eyening of our days in 
peace and prosperity, and not to have the bitter reflection 
that we liave wasted our earliest years, without deriving 
that profit from them which ought to be expected from 
our exertions. 

That chain of mountains which rims tlirough His- 
paniola, has many detached parts, which arc remarkable 
for their grandeur and beauty ; they possess that bold and 
romantic appearance, which cannot fail to strike the be- 
holder with awe and admiration. The part over which I. 
more immediately went, has many beauties to recommend 
it to the attention of the traveller who delights in the 
grand and sublime. The vale fi'om which it rises is about 
a mile in extent: the rise is gradual for about 600 
yards, when it becomes more steep, craggy, and difficult 
of ascent ; the view from the top amply repays you for 
all the toil and difficulty you undergo in arriving at its 
summit ; you there view an extent of about seven miles 
in one of the finest counti'ies in the world : the vallies 
and liills seem as though they were covered with a mag- 
nificent carpet, which is agreeably enriched with a thou- 
sand different colours ; the magnolia, the lemon, and the 
orange tree, in full bloom, yield a delicious fmgranccc. 
which scents the air and gives animation to the scene, 
'^riie feathered songsters tune their little throats, and war- 
l)lc with a melody at once exquisite and ravishing ^ in 
fact, there is no country in the world where the music of 
the feathered tribe is heard with such enchanting melody 
as in this. The stillness of tlie scene scarcely interrupted 
by the rustling of the trees, for as yet civilized man, as 

l^r* ic r'^illr^rl I^hq Tint fif^f liiQ IV^nf- in n rr»rrmn nrliir»l-i r»Tn; 
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in retfospeetive contemplation of the scenes of horror and 
bloodshed, which once desolated this fair country of its 
aboriginal inhabitants. Born originally free and indepen- 
dent, they disdained to cringe at the feet of tyrants, and 
knew not slavery but by the name. Accustomed to elect 
their own chief, and dispose of their own territor)% they 
could not behold without indignation, a set of foreigners 
driving them from their lands, and appropriating its riches 
to their use. The cruelties exercised by a Cortez, and a 
PizjHTO, have desolated one of the finest countries in the 
world of more than sev^n millions of inhabitants. Ac- 
cording to the estimate made by the Abbe Clavegero, 
there was destroyed upwards of one million in a year ! 
And this too, by a nation professing the religion of Jesus, 
and who undertook the subjugation of the country for the 
sole purpose of obtaining converts to a religion which is 
all love, and is bottoined on the broad basis of infinite 
mercy, and of which humanity and gentleness are con- 
sidered among the most radiant characteristics. 

I soon met with a favourable opportunity, and returned 
to Kingston in the island of Jamaica. My late excursion 
had in a greaf degree reduced my finances, and had 
taught me to expect disappointment and trouble wherever 
I went. On my arrival at St. Jago I endeavoured to ar- 
range my finances for a speedy return to the United States. 
My affairs were soon in such order as enabled me to look- 
ground and make such observations as would probably 
^^ of service. 

St TnP'O de \fi Vpcm iq nt r»r#^cf^n+ flip rnnital of the 



70 KER'S TRAVELS. 

It stands in Middlesex count}^ and is at the southeast end 
of the island. The situation is healthy, and the soil fer- 
tile and calculated to yield all that is necessary for the sup- 
port of life. It is in latitude 18** 24' nordi. 

Having had occasion to mention the island of Ja- 
maica, I think it will not be improper for me to giv€ a 
general description of it, as it is considered one of the 
finest of the West-India islands, and has been famous for 
its sugar plantations. This island is the largest of the 
Antilles, lying in latitude between 17 and IQ*" nordi, and 
between 77 and 79"* west longitude. It is about one hun- 
dred and twenty miles in length, and seventy in breadth, 
and forms nc^ly an oval. This island was discovered by 
Christopher Columbus on his second voyage to America, 
who was much charmed with it, and preferred it to any 
other. It was very soon settled by the Spaniards, and 
continued in their possession until it w^ subdued by the 
English under the command of Admirals Penn and Vena- 
ble. The staple commodity at that time was cocoa ; but 
the planters introduced the culture of the sugar-cane, 
which has now become the staple of the country. 

To a traveller who arrives after a tedious passage across 
the x\tlantic, this island has a most beautiful appearance, 
by reason of its constant verdure. The coast is low, but 
rises agreeably into hills, separated by vallies. The hills 
are far from being unpleasant, as they are crowned to their 
very summit with towering trees. The streams of water 
are numerous and pleasant, although none of them are 
navigable. They give a richness and variety to the scene, 
and are highly delightful in a country immediately be- 
tween the tropics. Thunder is very frequent, and rain- 
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plaHlations of sugar-cane, lliere are 'instances of their 
being so violent as to unroof housies, tear up lai^ trees 
by the roots, and even to remove substances of more than 
two tons weight to the distance of a quarter of a mile. 

The island is divided into three counties containing 
twenty parishes, over each of which presides a magistrate 
styled a XHustos ; but those parishes iri point oi size are a 
sort of hundreds. The whole contains thirty-six towns 
and villages, twenty churches, and about twenty-three 
tfiQusand white inhabitants. 

This island abounds in maize, pulse, v^etables of all 
kinds, meadows <rf fine grass, beautiful flowers, and as 
great a variety of oranges, lenions, citrons, and other rich 
fruits, as any island in the West-Indies. There are also 
useful animds of all sorts, horses, asses, mules, black 
cattle of a large size, and sheep, the flesh of which is well 
tasked, though their wool is haiiy and bad. Goats and 
hogs are also plenty, sea and river fish, wild and tame 
fowls. The articles exported are sugar, cocoa, indigo, 
pimento, cottcai, ginger, and coffee ; trees for timber and 
other uses, such as mahogany, manchineel, whitewood, 
which no worm vvill destroy, cedar, olive, and many 
more* Besides these diey have fustic, redwood, and va- 
rious other materials for dyeing. To these may be added 
a multitude of valuable drugs, such as guaiacum china, 
sarsaparilla,. cassia, tamarinds, and the prickly pear or 
opuntia, which produces the cochineal ; with no incon- 
siderable quantity of odoriferous gums. Near the coast 
they liave salt ponds, ^id might make any quantity of salt 
they please. 

As the island abounds in a number of rich articles, it 
has also a number of safe ports, which enable the differ- 
«it commodities of the country to be shipped witii safety 
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and to advantage. Point Morant, the eastern extremity 
of the island, has a fair and commodious bay. Port Roy- 
al, to the south, stands on a neck of land which forms one 
side of it. ' There stood once the fairest town on this 
island ; and the harbour is as fine a one as can be wished, 
capable of holding fifteen hundred large vessels, and is 
still the station of the English squadron. Old Harbour 
and Macary Bay are both of them commodious ports, 
and there are at least twelve more between this and the 
western extremity, which is Point Negrille, where ships 
of war lie when there is a war with Spain. 

The town of Port Royal stood on a point of land run- 
ning into the sea, barren and incapable of producing any 
thing ; yet the excellence of the port, the convenience of 
having ships of eight hundred tons burthen coming close 
up to tlieir wharves, and other advantages, gradually at- 
tracted inhabitants in such a manner, that though many of 
their habitations were built on piles, there were near two 
thousand houses in the town, which were let at high rents. 
The earthquake which happened in 1692 entirely over- 
threw the town, and destroyed a great number of its in- 
habitants. This earthquake was followed by an epidemic, 
of which great numbers died ; some authors say three 
thousand* Yet the place was rebuilt, and again reduced, 
by fire, in 1703, and then the inhabitants removed to 
Kingston. Hurricanes since that time have been very 
Sequent, and have occasioned terrible devastation ; one 
in particular, in 1800, almost overwhelmed the little town 
of Savannah la Mar. At present there is hut a small 
number of houses, which are chiefly owing to the im- 
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The trade of Jamaica is very considerable, and is Car- 
rie on directly with Great Britain, Ireland, the United 
States, and Africa. The articles usually exported have 
been enumerated, and have generally been advantageous 
to the planters. By the Inspector General's report made 
to the British government for 1800, the amount of ex- 
ports to the United States alone, amounted to 151,071/. 
sterling, whilst the imports from the same country only 
amounted to 125,000/. leaving a balance of 26,071/. in 
fevour of the planters. 

The principal article exported to the United States is 
sugary which, as has been found by recent experiments, 
can be made as well in New-Orleans as in any part of the 
West-Indies. By aifording due encouragement to the 
New-Orleans planters, we should soon be enabled to rival 
the West-Indies, and preserve the balance of trade in oiu- 
own handsi 

I found it necessary for me again to return to the United 
States ; and I thought, as I intended to ascend the Red 
river and penetrate by that route into the interior of Mex- 
ico, I should be nearer my destined port, and likewise en- 
abled to make such arrangements as would be necessary, 
by sailing again for New-Orleans. I accordingly em- 
barked on board the ship Golden^Hunter, Captain Swan, 
and after a pleasant passage of eighteen days arrived in 
the cityi I immediately waited on my old friend. Dr. 
De Fludcar, and found him in good health and spirits, 
and overjoyed at my return. He informed me that he ar- 
rived safe, but had been very sick immediately after his 
return. He had heard /of our shipwreck, and was in ap- 
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him my design of visiting the south of Mexico by the 
Red river, and he cheerfully set about procuring me such 
information as was in his power. 



CHAP. VI. 

TTie author leaves New-Orleans — Arrives at Natches- — 
The number of stagnant pools highly injurious — Hires 
a negro — Constructs a canoe — Departure from Natches 
— Satisfaction of his negro — Relates his story ^ and 
promises fidelity — Arrives at the Natchitoches — Beau- 
tiful appearance of the land — Excessive fall of the dews 
— Arrives among the Cadoe Indians — Description of 
them — Vast herds of buffalo and deer — Alarmed by the 
arrival of Indians — Description of streams which fall 
into the Red river — Arrives at the cavern called Bal- 
desod — Description of it — Singular inscription on the 
inside. 

I LEFT New-Orleans on the 1st Sept. for Natches, taking 
the nearest route, which was to cross lake Ponchartrain, 
from which a bayau makes up within one mile and a half 
of the rear of the city of New-Orleans. This lake com- 
municates with the gulf of Mexico, and by lake Maurepas 
and Ibberville river it communicates with tlie Missisippi ; 
it is fifty miles in length and thirty in breadth. The 
bayau is about eight miles, from its head to the lake, very 
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In the summer season nbthing could equal the nau- 
seous and disagreeable smells that proceed from these 
stagnated waters, which breed innumerable legions of 
musquetoes, filling the air with their music, and sparing 
no pains in visiting strangers, and bestowing their atten- 
tions upon the whole animal creation. As the evening 
approaches, the air is darkened with clouds of them, 
arising from the marshes and lakes. The inhabitants, for 
the preservation of their blood and the safety of their 
lives, sleep under a netting stretched over their beds, 
suffering rather with suffocation than to be devoured 
alive. 

On my arrival at Natches, I formed an acquaintance 
with a Spanish gentleman immediately from Mexico, 
who informed me of the unexampled luxuriance of 
that country ; of the disposition of the inhabitants in 
general, situation of the principal rivers which water- 
ed that extensive region ; likewise of the numerous 
streams flowing through it — many of these rivers 
were nameless. He also informed me of the numerous 
mines with which the country was richly stored, some 
of which he described to be very extensive, which 
lay quite in the interior; of several nations of Indians w^ho 
seemed jealous of tlieir worth, and would prohibit any 
search, or the giving of any particular account respecting 
their situation. 

I informed him of my intended route, in which he 
wished me great success, still questioning the propriety 
and prudence of my determination, which was to ascend 
the Red river to its source, and then to take such direc- 
tion as circumstances should aonear to iustifv. I ^"^'^^ 
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I was now daily impatient, waiting for necessaiy prepa- * 
rations and arrangements for a precarious and unknown 
journey, from which I was witiiheld in the first outset by 
some providential cause. I now had health and strength, 
and was invigorated with fabulous ideas, thinking myself 
in the sure road to wealth and fame, forgetting all former 
sufferings, disappointments, and hardships. All was not 
sufficient to reconcile me to the idea of giving up my love 
of roving, and I set my own case, as it will appear, as an 
example for unwary youths who cultivate an early habit 
of wasting time in fanciful pursuits, destroying their con- 
stitutions, and flying from domestic enjoyments, in quest 
of that detested root of all evil, and the only object of our 
hearts. Such will mine appear, after several years use- 
less toil, spent in the search of, alas ! nothing, 

I hired a negro, \vho being fi-ee soon, offered his ser- 
vices on reasonable terms. Having a boat of my own 
construction now completed, which was small, merely for 
the purpose of a temporary use. I spent several weeks 
in making preparations, and constructed a cover over the 
stern of my boat, that I could take down at pleasure. Be- 
sides this I prepared myself with oil skins, and a provision 
chest : I also purchased a number of articles fancied by 
the Indians, as well as drawing instruments, and paint 
brushes and colours, having with my uncle in London 
acquired the art of miniature painting. I had a good 
brace of pistols, but not thinking them sufficient, I pur- 
chased a rifle and tomahawk. I likewise procured a 
prospective sflass, compass, thermometer, hc^ 
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at my dq)arture, and where I was destined ; but all their 
enquiries were in vain. My boat was light, and I soon 
lost sight of Natches. < 

It was now my intention to descend the Missisippi to 
the mouth of Rouge or Red river, and pursue its waters 
to their source. I made Edom (my black fellow) ac- 
quainted with the intended tour, with which he seemed 
highly pleased, and desirous of gaining my good will, 
and of entitling himself to my confidence. No pains to 
please and encourage me was by any means wanting on 
Jiis part. In short, I ever found Edom to be actuated by 
the principles of honesty and bravery. 

The weather being extremely warm, my awning of 
tcanvass was spread, which afforded a goodly shade, with- 
out which the heat would have been intolerable. On the 
i6th the thermometer stood at 98** at ten o'clock in the 
morning. There was not the smallest breeze stirring, 
which is something uncommon, and what I considered 
as a forerunner of convulsive winds and rain. I never 
before felt heat so intolerable. The pitch ran in ever}'^ di- 
rection on my little boat. It continued so till three 
o'clock, when the heavens were clouded with darkness 
tmtil it was relieved by heavy rain and hail, accompanied 
with such tremendous shocks of thunder that in a little 
time the stores of nature seemed exhausted, and a cooling 
breeze succeeded. This was the first trial I had of my 
oil-cloths, which kept me perfectly dry, as well as my ap- 
paratus. 

My negro seemed to be delighted with having an op- 
portunity of displaying his enterprising disposition, and 
in the thickest of the storm would use every exertion ; 
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out, Ah, niassa, dis be notten what we see yet. After 
the ^torm had subsided I set him to bailing out the boat : 
I then informed him of the dangers to which we should' 
in all probability be exposed from the elements, as well 
as from the wilds of the country, and that the length of 
our tour was uncertiiin. I likewise told him of the object 
of my pursuit, adding if he would be faithful to me he 
should reap a share of any profit which might accrue 
from the undertaking. He consented to every proposal, 
and I now had an African bom negro for my companion. 
He was six feet two inches high, and would weigh 260 
pounds. 

On the 7th, at night, we reached the mouth of Red 
river. We came too after entering, and encamped for 
the night, having made a small fire and smoke, in order to 
sleep more securely from musquetoes. After we had 
taken a little supper, I sat down meditating on my plans. 
My distracted brain filled me with such impatience that I 
thought every moment an hour. The fatigue of the day 
had wearied us both ; but I observed Edom busied in 
some reflection, and with a very thoughtful air. A kind 
of melancholy ensued as he turned his eyes towards the 
dying colours of the west. I watched him for some 
time, and at length asked him if he wished he was at 
Natches. He firmly replied. No : but, says he, I was 
just thinking of my tired life, and the trouble I had seen. 
I then requested him to relate the account. He took his 
seat near me, and began as follows : 

" I was brought to this country about twenty years 
ago, by the Portuguese, who sold me to a very ugly man 
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not for some time handle the tools belonging to the plan- 
tation ; I was whipped almost evety day, and was sink- 
ing under a pressure of trouble too great for me to bear, 
when a kind providence- interceded, and I was for a 
short time at ease, by being confined on board a ship ; 
but I was sorely pinched with hunger, and knew not my 
destiny. Having been torn from a loving wife who I had 
lately married, and cranimed with several of my compan- 
ions slaves in the hold of the ship, and there suffocating 
with heat, hunger, and anguish ; — but as I said before, I 
was again sold and went on board a ship ; I had done 
nothing, but run away from my master, and gone to work 
for another man ; this so enraged him that he tied me 
down to the ladder and gav^ me seventy lashes, which 
was near being my end. Finding I was not now able to 
work, he sold me, I was then taken to St, Domingo, 
and was made to work with a great chain to my feet, 
which galled me sorely. My new master was, if possible, 
worse than the other^ I one day was very sick, and was 
scarcely able to move, though I had much more to do, 
for I had my chain to carry, as well as to roll a wheel- 
barrow with stone, as we were building a fort. My sick- 
ness continued a few days, when I sunk down on the 
ground with acute pains in every part of my body, such 
as I had never experienced before. I had not lain in tliis 
posture long before my pains were increased by the tor- 
menting whip of the overseer, who said as he gave me 
sixty Jashes, that he would teach me to be stubborn. My 
back was quite raw : I could not rise from the ground 
when I wus told, but lay still ; at which he began to kick 
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cellar ; I gave free vent to my anguish, and prayed to be 
out of existence. The next day there was brought three 
more wJio were wliipped^ mid the. blood running in 
streams from their backs. After die master had left the 
cetlj my poor companions infornu'd mc that they were to* 
^receive thirty more lashes in the morning, and for no 
other crime than tliat of having been asleep ; tliey also 
informed me of their hearing the master say I was to re- 
ceiA'c fifty. This news did not shock me, hoping it 
might put me to an end ; I resolved, however, that I 
, would not die alone. In the morning one of my com- 
panions was taken out and whipped. His cry awakened 
me from melancholy to anger. After whipping him 
they sent him to work, and took out the two remaining 
prisoners, leaving me for the last. I was now resolved 
on death or victory. Wliile they were executing this 
horrid deed on my companions, I with some exertions 
got off my chain, and hunting about the cellar, I found 
a broken spade. I placed myself by die door, and heard 
curses threatened against me. When die overseer entered 
I had new strength, and made a blow with the edge of 
my spade, and soon, brought him down ; I repeated my 
blows, and had the pleasure of seeing his brains. During 
tliis time he had cried for help, and now came down two 
or three others, one of which I knocked down ; the 
others seized me, and bound me with iron bands. I was 
now in hopes of immediate deadi ; but I had other scenes 
to encounter. Thinking it would be losing too much 
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before experienced, and if I should explain every par- 
ticular, it would cause a hatred to all people olF your 
colour, though I have since found amongst them the ex- 
ercise of the true principles of virtue and charity. I shall 
only say^ that I could not endure it ; I therefore set out, 
I knew not whither, but made shift to travel by night till 
I got to Natches. A worthy gentleman there took com- 
passion on my distressed situation. Knowing from my 
account! had ran away, he advertised me in the papers, 
and my master sOon appeared. I could see determined 
fury in his countenance. I fell on my knees before my 
new master, begging him to relieve me from my impend- 
ing ruin, and to my great joy I found they were making 
a bargain ; I soon saw the demon depart, and was in a 
world of happiness. I- served my good master with 
Care. He kept me to the boating business for several 
years. He then called me to his house for his favourite 
servant. Soon after, he was taken ill, to my great mor- 
tification, and died. In his will he left me about five 
hundred dollars, and my freedom. This Inoney was 
soon swindled from me, and I hired with a gentleman for 
one year, w^hen I caihe across you, and I hope you will be 
a good master, and I will be a good negro. I don't fear 
any thing if I can please my new master." 

It was now late, and I retired to sleep. Knowing by 
the run of his conversation the turn of his disposition, I 
felt much pleased with him. I told him tliat whatever 
n^ight have been the manner in which he ^vas abused, i^ 
would be nothing in comparison to what he would suff^^" 
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colour is causi^d from u red clay on the banks. The 
moutli of the river is in latitude 29*" 50' north. There 
are a few settlements at the mouth, where they raise cot- 
ton and indigo. We had some wind this day, to which 
we set our little sailj and ran about ten miles. My negro 
was \it11 acquainted widi tlie boiiting business, and he 
worked up tlic little boat with aistonishing alacrity. The 
weatlier still continued wmiUj and M'e had frequent show- 
ers of rain, ^vhich w atered the thirsty plains and afforded 
new life to the animal and ^Tgetabie creation. 

On the 15th ni}* negro killed a deer, which afforded us 
a fre&li supply of provisions. We could discover that we 
should have game in plenty, ivhich afforded me great sat- 
isfaction. The dry season had now commenced. We 
made considerable progress^ and on the 20th came to a 
most beautiful tract of country called the Natchitoches. 
This was the frontier on the Spiuii^h setdements some 
years back, and is about 125 miles from the confluence 
of the Red river with the Missisippi. Here the land ap- 
pears swelling in gentle hillocks, affording a rich pasture 
to the innumerable herds of cattle and horses which ap- 
pear in every direction. There are some very extensive 
plantations in this settlement. Their general produce is 
corn, cotton, tobacco, indigo, &c. The cattle may be 
had for six dollars^ Swine run wild, and are in great 
abundance. They begin their cultivation the first of 
March. During the growth of the season they have suf- 
ficient rains to keep a moisture in the lands ; but in Sep- 
tember and October, when they enter dieir second crop. 
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often known to fall in such a manner as to be seen run- 
ning in little streams on the ground, as if shewing charity 
to the thirsty soil, and giving beauty and verdure to the 
landscape. 

The inhabitants here are chiefly Spanish, but intermixr 
ed with French, and a few Americans. Diseases are not 
so prevalent here as on the Missisippi : the air is more 
salubrious and wholesome, and nc^ so liable to contagious 
diseases. Their manner of living is very temperate, and 
the richness of the soil is congenial with their indolence, 
producing a plentiful supply of provisions without much 
labour in cultivatioru 

After remaining in these settlements for a few days we 
again pursued our course up this river^ which runs east 
and west in its general cours^. A few days brought us 
to a nation of Indians, called the Cadoes, who inhabit a 
fine tract of country lying on the north side of the Red 
river. A creek emptying into this river I pursued till I 
found it to be settled with wigwams and Indian huts. 
During my stay amongst them I was well treated. The 
Chief informed me that their forefathers sprang from a 
race of people towards the setting sun, and that they had 
by w^s been reduced to about fifteen hundred. 

These Indians are of small stature in comparison with the 
other tribes east of the Missisippi : they live principally 
by fishing and hunting deer, which are in great abundance. 
They have had the Gospel amongst them, as w^ell as a 
teacher of the English language ; but their labour was 
met with coolness. Many of them speak the Spanish 
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He shewed me his armour, which was worn by his 
great-grandfather, who never saw a white man. His 
grandiather, he informed mCj liad liad many conflicts 
Avith the Spaniards, as well as ]iis own father ; but they 
had now gi^en up all idea of combating so powerful a na- 
tion as the whites. He believed the Great Spirit would 
\ et restore them all dieir lands^ ^ind banish die aggressors. 

This litUc tribe Lire verj^ filthy in xhck way of living, 
only washing themselves on particular days, as a kind of 
ordinance. They seem not to luv\ e that jealous disposi- 
tion with regard to dieir \vives which other tribes have. 

They informed me of a number of triljcs that lived to- 
wnrch the setting suji ; that some of them were very nu- 
n\erDus, and disliked the white men. They also told me 
that precious metals and stones ^\- ere found amongst them, 
but they Mere jealous of tlicir riglits and would not suffer 
any search from strangers, and that they held correspon- 
dence with no one except some particular Spaniards, who 
by intrigue had pried into dieir secrecy, and by insinu- 
ating little presents had received from them much wealth. 

My boat and apparatus excited much wonder. Some 
few of these Indians raise corn, which they pound and 
boil. They informed me that they should in a few days 
liave a grand hunting party, and invited me to stay ; but 
as I had now wasted much time, I concluded to proceedo 

These nations inJiabit a fine tract of countr}^ beautiful 
elevations, and delightful vallies glowing with wild 
verdure.^ Such a country ought to be fostered by an in- 
dustrious hand, and not left in waste by indolence and 
sloth. 

Oct. 30. We were escorted out of this bayau into die 
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silver bands, anc^a ring in his nose of nine inches in cir- 
cumference, handed down from his great-grandfather. 
He had an open countenance which bespoke his bravery, 
and his deportment was complete. Though age had pro- 
cured him a few silver hairs, yet he did not appear to be 
over thirty-five years. Contagious diseases are never 
amongst them ; this is a plain evidence that diseases arise 
more from intemperance and high living, than from the 
natural effects of a climate. Although the savages are 
not blessed with the luxuries of life, yet they enjoy health, 
which ought to be prized above all other blessmgs in 
life; 

We again began to ascend the Red river. It is here 
about two or three hundred yards wide, and the water 
had become clearer, the banks more elevated, and we had 
a stronger current to contend with, for several da:ys to- 
gether. We now passed extensive priaries, and in many 
places the eye found no relief, until it would meet land at 
a distance. These, plains afford a rich pasture to the deer 
and buffalo, which may be seen in droves ; still they are 
very wild. 

On the 6th Nov. I killed some deer. Having a mind 

to take a little view of the country^ I concluded to leave 

Edom with my boat ; accordingly I took my gun and 

some ammunition, and set out on one of the priaries. 

I traveUed a considerable distance, without meeting any 

thing- TTorthy of note. At length coming to a little spot 

of lovrgx-ound, I discovered a beaten path to extend quite 

round it^ and lead off in a certain direction ; I followed 

f^r three ^T four miles, where it forked ; I kept the main 
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which would often dart across my path/ The weeds had 
now become as high as my head, when I found fresh 
signs of gamCj and undiscovered I crawled within twenty 
paces of several deer, feeding like sheep, I singled out 
one that was neai'cst, and trjok deliberate aiuij when my 
gun snapped j they instantly threw up their heads. I 
again cocked, and just as they were making off, I brought 
one doum. It itow seemed as if bedlam had broke loose. 
Herds of deer and buffalo were running in every direc^ 
tion, leaping to the top of the Weeds to discover from 
whence the alarm proceeded, ancl discovering the smoke 
of my gun, darted off Avith sucli s^viftncss thiit they were 
instantly out of sight, I approached tlic one I had shot, 
which lay in tlie agonies of death, and reared itself for an 
attack, but was too ^veak- 1 cut its throat, and took ofl^ 
its skin J and tlit: t>est of the flesh thit I could conveniently 
carry, and j^t^irled for my Ijoat. I I'caclied it about sun- 
;sct. We then prepLired a fire, and cooked our venison, 
which was very excellent. 

This niglit I was a little alarmed at a circumstance that 
occurred; Our fire was extinguished, and we lay very 
composedly ; but were awakened by a low voice. I 
raised up my head cautiously, and. found there were a few 
Indians in a canoe, coming close alongside of my boat. 
They did not discover us, as we lay on the shore. I 
demanded who was there, and was answered in Spanish, 
I invited them on shore, and they soon complied with my 
request. They belonged to the tribe we had passed a few 
days before. After informing them that we had been in 
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tnile from the river where they were — that the river took 
a great turn, running a south course for some distance* 
They agreed to remain with me till morning, and we 
made up a fire. I was much pleased with theii* company. 
One of them had an instrument of music of simple 
construction, in the form of a flute, excepting that he 
blowed in the end ; it was about two feet long, and their 
tunes were very striking, and carried along with them 
such a natural air, accompanied by their voices, that my 
negro fell a dancing, which much diverted the Indians. 

The^e friendly Indians wished to trade for some of my 
ammunition, offering me a number of otter and beaver 
skins ; having no use for them on my tour, I refused ta 
take any, but presented them with some powder and lead, 
for which I was ten thousand times thanked, and also in 
return received some roots of different kinds, to make use 
of in time of sickness, explaining their virtue ; one in 
particular for the bite of a snake, describing the leaf, diat 
I might at any time be able to procure it. This I put in 
my medicine chest, as being of great worth. Next morn- 
ing we took leave of them, and proceeded. This day 
we passed several tributary streams, some of them of con- 
siderable size. We now had much bad weather j owing 
to this, our progress was slow. 

November 15. We found ourselves in a kind of bay» 
formed by the junction of three rivers, namely, the Will- 
put on the right, the Kindas on the left, and above these 
a creek ; all of thqse falling together into the Red river, 
formed a kind of bay nearly three quarters of a mile wide- 
A little above this, on the left shore, we saw a clearing, 

\Vnir»Vfc o-l"ffrir»+o^" rv^Tr o+-*-£»t-»-*-T*^T^ "\A7"/:» r^n-r^Oh "^ f/^rk nr\A filter 
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ancient fortress. Though there were a few scattering 
trees of immense size, yet it bore marks uf haviiij,^ bt!en 
once inhabited. The form was an nblong square, w ith a 
kind of broken breastwork that would scarcely be noticed 
without particularly examining it. In the rear of this 
was a kind of hollow path covered over with shrubs, lead- 
ing to a beautiful spring, which I found to be artificially 
stoned. Every thing appeared ancknt, I took a par- 
ticular observation of the place and proceeded. 

Continuing our course, on the 20th Nov. the clustered 
summits began to appear, and looked over us with aston- 
ishing magnificence. The river is here for miles com- 
pressed within narrower bounds than ordinary, and runs 
with greater rapidity. Being broken with rocks, the pas- 
sage is ill many places rough and dangerous. About the 
middle of these towering precipices is the noted cavern 
called by the Spaniards Baldesod, which my curiosity in- 
duced me to visit* We came up with it on the 22d, 
about twelve o'clock. The river being tlien in a high 
stage of water, deterred me at first from entering, as the 
mouth was situated near the margin of the river. How- 
ever, the mouth being spacious, with all ease admitted us 
to row in for several yards, where the bo\\'s struck a rock 
and our passage was impeded. I stepped forward and 
found a few feet of perpendicular ascent perfectly drj\ I 
w^as now determined to see the recesses of this cave ; ac- 
cordingly I backed out, and after taking a little dinner, 
(during which time Edom procured some torch- wood,) I 
entered, but not without some caution. I stepped up 
from the boat on the ascent, and gave Edom his orders 
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tonisliing as this may appear, they were perfectly plain, 
though partly covered over with a little moss. There 
were also curious images ; one amongst the rest was that 
of an Indian and white man shaking hands together ; near 
which was the resemblance of a canoe in a sinking condi- 
tion, and a white man swimming towards the shore : also 
the resemblance of a man's hand pointing into the gloomy 
recesses of the cavern. This last awakened my curiosi- 
ty. On proceeding a little farther the passage became 
narrow and contracted, winding a little to the left. A few 
yards more brought me into a magnificent hall of at least 
forty feet in circumference, in the centre of which, horri- 
ble to my view, I saw a vast number of human bones. 
A kind of gloomy buz hummed along the passage. I 
stood fixed to the spot in amazement. (I own my timid- 
ity on such an occason.) Proceeding a little farther, my 
passage was stopped by the falling of water, which nearly 
extinguished my torch. I retreated from this awful spec- 
tacle, and could form but a faint idea of its meaning. 
I returned to the mouth with heartfelt satisfaction, and 
proceeded my way up the river, meditating on what I 
had discovered. 1st, I was astonished at the date, which 
could not have been done by an Indian. 2d, This date 
being placed immediately under the figure of the white 
man and Indian, botli must have been done at the same 
time, and with the same instrument. 3d, The bones 
could not have remained for that length of time, but 
would have decayed into dust ; those I supposed to have 
been deposited there some time after the carving was exe- 
cuted. 
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CHAP, VII. 

The author arrives among the Uames Indians — Received 
"With coldness— Quarrel between Edam and the Indians 
— Gains the conjidvnce of the chief— Description of the 
Uames— Informed of a silver mine — Reluctance of the 
Indians to discover it — Sets out to discover the mine — 
Critical sitnation of the author — Branch of the Red 
river — Author ascends it — Salt spring — Immense herds 
ofbuJTalQ — Author returns to the Red river — Sickness 
of his negro man — Impossibility/ of navigating the river 
without him — Arrives among the Ilisees Indians — Au- 
thor agrees to accompamj them — Becomes alarmed for 
his safeUj — Apprehensions removed — Meets a Spaniard 
— Some account of the llisees-^—Copper mine — Indian 
hunt — Description of Lake Wauteputsa — Admiration 
of the Indians on seeing a sail-boat — Author parts with 
his boat and purchases horses — Separates from the In- 
dians and jour nies over land to the source of Red river * 

At the beginning of December the journey was be- 
coming very irksome, and was rendered more so by con- 
stant rains and tlie rapidity of the cuiTcnt : however, to 
the head of tlae river I must go. About the 15th of 
December I arrived amongst a nation of Indians called 
the Uames. At the first interview I was received witli 
coldness and jealousy. I had now to walk discreetly in 
every undertaking. My negro was no less suspicious 

than myself. A small village situated on die south shore 
4\.r. ^^^ «4. ,,-i,:^i. T ^4. -i nri.^ m — 
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Spanish language. Leaving Edom with the boat, I rcr 
paired to the chief, who was about seventy years old : he 
spoke the Spanish language, and made much inquiry 
with respect to my business in his nation. I replied that 
I had no other view than that of seeing the country. He 
told me immediately of the strengdi of his warriors. 
However, after a further interview he used me widi civil- 
ity. I had remained in his habitation till about dusk, 
when I was surprised at hearing a tumultuous noise at 
the river. Supposing Edom to be in some difficulty, I 
hastened down, and found him contending with an Indian 
about some liquor. Having been asked by the Indian 
for some whiskey, he refused him, telling him he had 
none ; but soon after he took ijie liberty in my absence 
to make free use of it himself, which he had never done 
before. The Indian, discovering him pouring some out, 
stepped into the boat, and was about to help himself, 
when he was strenuously prohibited by Edom. A scuf- 
fle ensued, which might have proved alarming had I not 
been near. This trivial affair could be settled in no other 
way than by giving each of them a small taste of brandy, 
which I did witli reluctance, not for the value of the li- 
quor, but the effects it might have on their dispositions. 

I gave a few trifling articles to the chief, who was 
highly pleased with them. They were a few of my 
paintings, representing birds, horses, Indians, Sec. After 
this Jie invited me to spend the night with him, assuring 
^^ there was no danger of any further interruption with 
^y property in the boat : many of the most valuable arti- 
cles I had taken out and kept concealed. 
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large enough to cover their waists, and a pair of mocka- 
sons made of deer-skin. The women wear a blanket or 
jskin thrown loosely around them. Like all other tribes 
they expose their infants to tlie elements, and inure them 
to hardships, thus rendering their constitutions adequate 
to the different scenes of their life. Soon after the childjs 
bom they plunge it into water, in order to prepare it in 
time for that element : they carry it naked on their back, 
with the head down, exposing it to the scorching beams 
of the sun ; and thus used on its entering the world, it 
becomes hardy, robust, and dauntless. When a few 
months old they slit their ears and put in leaden wd^ts, 
which, in length of time, give them a singular appearance, 
having a part of their ears hanging quite down to their.- 
shoulders. 

They are very strict in the execution of their laws, and 
never grant a reprieve. If a woman commits adultery: 
she has her two last fingers cut c^ ; the man but his little 
finger ; — then they are banished from society, the hus- 
band not marr}dng in two years after. The laws are all 
appointed by the three chiefs belonging to the tribe. 

The towns, or camps, are supported by hunting par- 
ties, who are very expert in killmg their game, having no • 
other weapon than that of a bow and airows. The 
choicest game is culled out for the chie£ 

Their country is well adapted to com and otlier grain, 
but they are too indolent even to clear their lands. I took 
the liberty of asking the chief some questions respecting 
agriculture, and whether he would not prefer tilling of- 
lands to living in this way ? To which he answered, that 
the Great Spirit had shown the white men arts and sci- 
ences while they were in a poor country, (Europe,) and 
that he had given the red men an extensive country, full 
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c>f game ; that contrary to the expectations of the Great 
Spirit, Ae white people had crossed the big waters and 
come amongst them to make them unhappy ; that the 
Groat Spirit would yet visit the red men with greater 
knowledge than he did the whites. He said that if there 
had. been no game given to the red men, they should have 
had something else provided for them, and that they do 
not waste so much of their time to get wealth, but live 
contentedly ; they do not expose themselves to the big 
^waters, and make slaves of poor black men. At this 
last sentence he started up, and with a firm voice said, 
why do they not make slaves of the Indians ; no, no, we 
will die under the most excruciating tortures before we 
submit ; — :and remember, the Great Spirit has endowed 
tis with fortitude ; he has also fi*eed our minds of any 
such black crimes ; we only contend for our rights, for 
our lands, of which we have been so often cheated* 

The old man's argument liad deep impression on my 
mind ; though delivered in a simple style, it was sound, 
and if pronounced by the learned, it would shine with 
brilliancy before the highest court in the United States. 

They had several horses which were presented to them 
by the Spaniards; these they use for the purpose of 
huntings to which they are trained up with the greatest 
care. 
. During my stay with these Indians they held a dance, 
which, notwithstandmg the wild appearance of it, was 
conducted with the greatest harmony, each one keeping 
step with their pow-wpw. After the men had gone 
through their exercises, the women commenced with 
such an ease and elegance of manner, that it was at once 
jieasing and enticing. Their dance continued till about 
12 o'clock, when the chief came and asked me if I had 
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any whiskey. Knowing that they knew I had some, I 
thought proper to own the truth. I had about a gallon 
left, and repaired to my boat where I found Edom asleep, 
covered with oil skins. It now began to rain, I took 
about t\vo qutirts of brandy up with me, hiding the rest. 
The dance broke up in consequence of the rain, and we 
repaired to their huts, where they soon drank up their 
whiskey. The old man got a little boozey, and began to 
tell how much he loved me, and informed me he would 
the next day show me a place of metals. I was much 
pleased w ith this conversation, but was soon deprived of 
it by his fiilKng asleep. I now w^ent down to my boat 
and*crept in witli my faithful Edom. 

Next moniing I gave Edom his orders, and again re- 
paired to the hut. The old chief was a little out of order 
at his stomach, but soon got over it. I now put him in 
mind of his promise the preceding evening, at which he 
was astonished, denying his ever telling me any thing of 
the kmd. When I showed him a small piece of silver 
ore Avhich he had presented me, he began to curse the 
brandy as being the instigator of his folly. I smiled, and 
told him nothing should be betrayed on my part, and that 
if it was repugnant to his w ish, I should not further in- 
sist. After studying for some time, he suddenly con- 
sented to show me tlie place of tnetals, and seemed highly 
pleased in the undertaking. He consulted with some of 
his principal men, and sent two of them with me tliat 
could not speak Spanish. After travelling for near two 
days you may well imagine the critical situation in which 
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them the piece of silver ore ; still they would point to the 
lead mine. Finding all in vain, I returned with them to 
the village, after having had a rough travel of about ninety- 
miles. 

The old fellow smiled as I entered his hut, and laughed 
in his sleeve at the intrigue. I told him I was much dis- 
appointed. His answer was, that all he was to do was to 
let me see a place of metals ; by this I naturally sus- 
pected there was silver in abundance. 

Edom was much alarmed at my long stay, but said 
diat no one had been there to disturb him except the old 
chief, who looked so grand that he thought if master had 
been there he would have given him some brandy ; that 
he gave him a little, upon which the chief became very 
sociable, and talked with him a great while ; that he pre- 
tended to understand him, and answered him yes at every 
word, till he asked for more whiskey, he tlien answered 
him no ; the chief then went home, and glad enough was 
poor Edom. 

It was now time for me to proceed on my voyage ; but 
it was with regret that I left such strong marks of silver. 
Pressed forward by an impulse of future prosperity, I 
again started on the 25th of December. The weather 
had now become much cooler, and the travelling more 
agreeable. A few days' journey brought us to a large 
branch of the Red river, wliich emptied in through a clus- 
ter of rocks, forming an amphitheatre of astonishing 
height. I had the curiosity to ascend this branch for a 
considerable distance, where I found the country to be 
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had with us some fresh provision, which we cooked for 
our supper. The scent of our venison attracted many 
hujagry visitors, winch kept up an incessant howling 
during tlie nighty but not approaching widiin an hundred 
yards of our fire, 

I arose as daylight appeared, admiring the wonders of 
creation. Being determined on taking a tour with my 
guHj I took Edom with me, after securing the boat. We 
proceeded in the woods for some distance, and found 
the ground began to get low and marshy in many places. 
We' saw signs of buffalo having formed a kind of path^ 
which we followed for a mile, and found it end at a salt 
spring. The spring afforded a considerable stream, which 
I found to be extremely salt, leaving in its course a kind 
of salt slime. The water inclined rather to a reddish 
colour. The ground for several rods around was beaten, 
and appeared to be often visited by wild beasts. I was 
resolved to spend the night by this spring, and sent 
Edom back to the boat for some articles which I wanted* 
He returned about two o'clock : we then made a small 
ambuscade near the spring with a tree standing nearly in 
front, and waited with patience for our game. Some 
time in the night we heard, as it were, a multitude of 
footsteps on the march to the salt lick. On coming near 
the spring they stopped, snuffing and smelling, as if all 
was not right. We kept closely concealed till they ap- 
proached the spring. I took the pains to count them^ 
and found the herd to consist of ten buffalo. Exulting 
with joy, I let loose at one of them which was within a 
rod of me, and shot him dead. The report of my gun 
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lightning through the thicket. I sat some mmutes to 
hear the confusion my firing had occasioned : the sound 
at length died away, after echoing and re-echoing up and 
down the river. I fouhd the bufialo I had shot quite 
dead : he was very large, and of the male kind. We took 
off his skin by torch light, and in the morning returned 
to the boat with what we could conveniently carry. The 
skin I found to be of great service after it was properly 
cured, and the buffalo, though far flrom being the best of 
meat^ was very serviceable. Flushed with the success I 
had gained^ and the singularity of my tour, I thought my- 
self almost uivincible. We returned to the Red river; 

I now dwelt with rapture on the discoveries I expected to 
make, and it was my chief liappiness to have these con- 
solating thoughts strengthened by past occurrences; The 
second day after our leaving this creek, my negro was 
taken sick, which was a great disappointment to me. I 
endeavoured to work along the boat, but it was in vain, 
having no person to steer ; I now saw my want of him 
more than ever. I concluded to encamp until he might 
recover. I stopped on a small island about half a mile in 
circumference, where I fixed up a small habitation, and 
began to doctor my poor negro, who was very ill with a 
fever. I administered to him according to the best of my 
abilities, and had the satisfaction of seeing him better in a 
few days. During his sickness I would fi-equently take a 
tour on the main shore with my gun, and found game in 
plenty ; I saw many bears, and a few of the catamount 
sDecies. which I rather feared than loved^ 
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)ol and frosty in the morning and evening, succeeded 
J long storms, which made our situation very unpleas- 
It. 

I now reached a nation of Indians who called thera- 
Ives the Ilisees tribe, having quite a different appear- 
ice from any T had yet seen. I discovered them by 
eir canoes, six \n number, which lay in a small bayau. 
went on shore ai:id waited their arrival, expecting they 
ould soon return- They did not come back until about 
inset, when I had just shoved off, and was going up, 
hen they called me back in a kind of broken Spanish 
iguage. I returned, and they all expressed their 
endship, shaking hands with me in turn, and telling 
e by signs and broken Spanish, that they lived about 
le day'^s journey to the south, and insisted on my ac- 
^mpanying them thither ; at which I shook my head ; 
it they almost forcibly insisted, and I at length cou- 
nted. We all entered a creek, which I before thought 
be a bayau, and proceeded by Indian file till night 
'ertook us. We all stopped, and they commenced 
[ing their camps. I did not feel well with respect to 
r safety, as they had much confederacy together ; and 
iring the whole night I did not close my eyes in sleep, 
hey kept up a pow-wow during the night around a few 
lall fires. I was sometimes diverted to hear them 
ock the owls and wolves^ which would so exactly cor- 
spond with their sound that it would be impossible to 
stinguish them, changing their tones from the gruffest 
ice up to the keenest shrill. These and many other of 
:^ir manoeuvres, kept sleep from my eyes ; yet I would 

ptpnrl ick hp wlinllv nnronpprnprl Wfc^ nitrViPrl nnr lit- 
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Spaniard who had been with them for the space of six 
moons, and that he had no desire to leave them. 

On receiving this information, my apprehensions were 
all removed with regard to the plot I before suspected. 
When we arrived at the village, which was the next day 
about twelve o'clock, I was escorted before the chief^ 
who sat in a drowsy position in his wigwam. I made 
inamediate inquiry for the Spaniard. A small council 
was held among the Indians, in consequence of which I 
did not see him until the next day, and then to my great 
mortification I found him in a revery and almost speech- 
less : he spake but few words, and none of these were 
satisfactory. I now had the mortification to see that one 
of his ears was cut off close to his head : this seemed to 
be a satisfactory proof of his former character. He con- 
fessed that he was American bom, and that he had been 
led to commit a criminal act in the first settlement of the 
Missisippi territoiy, on Pearl river ; that he was cropped 
and banished ; that he was the derision of every person 
he met witli, and had sought to hide himself from the 
view of men in the wilderness, until it should please God 
to take him froni the world ; and that he had at length 
come to this nation, in which he had found protection. 
He assured me that they were a cunning artful people, 
and apt to plunder, especially horses, for which they go a 
great distance. He informed me that the whole nation 
amounted to near two thousand ; that they have but one 
gun, which belonged to the chief ; diat their weapons 
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which he supposed to be extensive, but that the diffi- 
culty in getting to it was greater than the profits arising 
from it ; but at no great distance there was a mine of 
copper which he had seen, and which was unknown to 
the Indians. We clandestinely visited this spot, and 
found a vein which we supposed to be nearly half a mile 
in length. 

During this time I was informed that the Indians were 
to have a hunting party in a day or two, and was invited 
to stay as it would be very diverting, and was to be on a 
small lake situated about two miles west of the town. 
This lake communicated with the river by a small creek. 
After some deliberation, having had an invitation fi-om 
them in general, I consented to stay. I was armed with 
a good never-missing rifle and a pair of belt pistols. The 
day of our departure from the little town on our hunting 
tour, was ushered in by a serene sky, and we started with 
the rising sun. The Indians had been previously pre- 
paring arrows, and equipping themselves in the best pos- 
sible manner. It was evident that their object was to 
outdo me. This I was very willing they should. I cast 
myself a few balls, cleaned my rifle, and fixed the chief ^s 
gun, wliich I found to be in a bad predicament, rusty 
both inside and out, and not having been charged in two 
years. I cleaned it as w^ell as possible, cut him a few 
shot for the day, and gave him powder accordingly. 

We arrived at the lake in about an hour, myself and 
Edom in my boat, and the others, twenty in number, 
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On this lake and adjacent, there is game in abundance, 
especially at this time of the year, and they only appointed 
certain days to sport on this sacred place ; there were 
geese, ducks, cranes, and pelicans, in thousands, as well 
as deer, buffalo, and other land game that kept princi- 
pally on the west side, where I was informed were a num- 
ber of small salt licks. The white man that was with 
them refused to accompany us for some reason that I did 
not understand ; but after we had entered, he came along 
the shore, keeping at a litde distance, in order not to dis- 
turb the game. The Indians would paddle their canoes 
with astonishing velocity and exactness. We had come 
near the centre island in the lake, and as yet had discov- 
ered no game of consequence ; but towards the head the 
water was alive with geese. The Indians all got under cover 
of a small island, and approached in Indian file, not making 
the least noise in paddling, which I observed, and muffled 
my oar with some spare cloth I had with me. We had 
now reached the island, and all followed the chief hunter 
in a line, putting me in tlie rear even of my negro. We 
crossed the island and came behinJan artificial breastwork, 
situate immediately on the bank. After placing tliem- 
selves in a proper attitude, those who had arrows dis- 
charged them first, which did not seem to create any 
alarm among the geese ; several were shot through, and 
surrounded by others squalling so that I could not hear 
myself speak. After a few were killed with arrows, the 
old chief fired his gun, but with no other effect than that 
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pelican, crane, and goose ; soon after we discovered a 
number of cranes hovering around us, and at length 
alighting at some distance on our starboard bow. The 
Indians let fly a volly of arrows, but the distance was too 
great. I had yet retained my fire, and was quite in the 
rear ; bidding Edom to ease his oars, I levelled my rifle 
and fired about 250 yards, and had the pleasure to see 
one shot dead. This much pleased the chief, who began 
to sing with vehemence, but was not followed by the 
others. I now told Edom to show his dexterity in row- 
ing, which he did, feathering his oars. We now reached 
the crane, and returned, presenting it to the chief. The 
Indians all lay in a row, in silent amazement, as I ap- 
proached the chief, who was making all signs of satisfac- 
tion in his power. I fired off one of my pistols as a 
salute. 

The game being dispersed, they all began to show 
their skill in the management of their canoes, and held 
a kind of play which I could not understand. Meantime 
XI fine breeze sprang up on the lake : I now thought that 
it was my time to show tliem an example. We bent our 
little sail, and hoisted it up with an O-he-o-hea-vo : it 
caught the wind, and we moved with great celerity, and 
with such ease that it surprised the Indians. Having at 
times a beam wind, it would keel up our little boat till 
she would take in water at the gunwale. We sailed quite 
to the head of the lake and fired several salutes, then 
beating down against the wind far below them, and then 
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begged permission to ride with me, suspecting I had the 
power of the Great Spirit. I took him in, and after 
taking a few turns lowered my sail. 

The sun had now sunk to its western bed, and the 
breeze died away. Nothing could exceed the beauty of 
the evening, and the romantic situation I was placed in. 
The rays of the sun were shedding their last lustre on the 
lake, and trembling as they departed. The wild appear- 
ance of the savages, and the melancholy aspect of every 
thing about the lake, brought Edom to a revery. As we 
were all returning the Indians began a song, keeping 
time with their paddles, which continued until we reached 
the shore. Here we were met by the Spaniard, who 
congratulated me upon my success, and expressed the 
pleasure he had felt at seeing a little sail once more spread^ 
a pleasure which he had not enjoyed for twelve years. 

We returned to our encampment, where I was intro- 
duced to some squaws I had not before seen. The chief 
liow kept constantly urging me to sell my boat ; but I 
informed him it was the only means I had to continue 
my travels, and strongly refused parting with it. He now- 
seemed resolved, and told me I should not take it out of 
his nation. I seemed to pay no regard to his resolution, 
and was making preparations to depart, when I was told 
by the Spaniard they were in earnest, and that I could 
trade my boat for horses, but if I refused they would take 
it from me according to their custom, making their own 
bargsdns. I felt much chagrined at this piece of infor- 
mation, and made strict enquiry concerning the country 
still westward. He informed me that tiie source of the 
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and that after getting over the dividing ridge the country 
was beautiful, and filled with extensive priaries. 

I now suddenly changed my mode of travelling, and 
sold my boat for two small Spanish horses. I remained 
with them long enough to make a couple of saddles after 
a temporary fashion, and saddle-bags, which were made 
of my oil cloth. 

The poor old chief liked his boat extremely well, but 
could not manage his sails. He appointed a day in which 
to niake trial, the wind being strong fi-om the northeasts 
I advised the Spaniard to accompany him, for fear of some 
accident ; but the chief would have the sole management 
of it himself. A sudden flaw of wind upset them, but 
fortunately it happened where the water was not more than 
waist deep. By the Spaniard's help she was soon righted 
and bailed out. The chief then gave up the management 
to the white man, who conducted him with safety over 
this little sea. 

Time was now passing swiftly away, and I determined 
to proceed. After contriving a sort of bridle for each 
horse, with saddles and stirrups, and loading our equip- 
age, we started forward, making a most singular ap- 
pearance. Edom seemed well pleased with this way of 
travelling, choosing it in preference to rowing ; and in- 
deed I thought it the more expeditious. 

We left this little town, called by the Indians Wascoo, 
on the 10th of January, 1810. 
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CHAR VIIL 



More particular description of the Ilisees — Traditions of 
the natives — Superstitions respecting the sun — Dan- 
ger from wild beasts — Enormous wolf-^-Distress for 
want of water — Apprehensions of an attack from the 
Indians — Violent storm — Picturesque appearance of the 
country — Arrives at a settlement of Spaniards and 
Indians — Hospitable entertainment — Story of my Span^ 
ish host — Parathee Indians — Some account of them — 
Cocoa nuts — General observations on the climate y ^c. 

The Ilisees tribe are a well made people, of large stature^ 
Avith high, square foreheads, sloping a little back ; their 
complexion is lighter than any I had yet seen ; their 
hair had a kind of reddish cast mixed with a shining 
black. They believe that the sun is the greatest being in 
existence, and that thunder and lightning were at his 
command ; they also suppoge the moon to be a yilcoo, 
or wife of the sun, and that the stars are their offspring ; 
that since the white people began to settle their country, 
the Great Spirit was striving to scare them off by sick- 
ness, and by shaking the earth,* in many places, espe- 
cially on the Missisippi ; that the red men are the fa- 
vourites of the sun» 

Their women are beautifully featured and have pleasant 
countenances, mixed with a certain modesty peculiar to 
their sex. The boys are early taught the use of the bow 
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To be acquainted witli their true disposition would 
require much experience ; but as far as I could discover, 
they were arbitr^iry and self-willed. They supposed that 
they originated from a people far towards the east, or 
rising sun ; diat they were at war with some of the tribes 
in tliat place, and w^ere defeated ; that a few of them, ac- 
cording to the account of their forefathers, had come to 
this countrjs hu^-^ing crossed big mountains, and come 
down t^vo big waters, (the Ohio and Missisippi rivers,) 
and then up tlie Ked river, until they found a country 
that suited them, being neither too hot nor too cold ; that 
the time tiiat their ancestors came here was before there 
were any white men. 

The white man I found with tliem seemed rejoiced to see 
me again set out* From this circumstance I concluded 
there must either be something in the nation that attracted 
his attention, or he had no pleasure in seeing a white 
man. I could get from him no particulars of his life, as 
he would immediately change tlie subject to something 
else. • He seemed much depressed, and would often 
litter inarticulate words with a deep sigh, which I sup- 
posed to proceed from a heavy heart. He slept with me 
the night before my ^departure ; in his sleep he seemed 
much troubled, and at one time exclaimed, O my wife and 
children ! This man must certainly have been unliappy, 
and was lingering out a life of wretchedness and misery ; 
he Iiad probably committed some desperate act, and to 
ayoid reproaches had wandered into this obscure region. 

The superstition of this tribe in regard to the sun's 
power is very extraordinary. When one of them dies. 
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morning, and following him till he sets in the west : it 
then closes up till morning, and again opens with the day. 
This they beUeve will conduct them safely to that ele- 
ment, as the saviour of their souls. After this piece of 
superstition is completed, the dead are buried, and the 
above-mentioned plant is transplanted on their grave : if 
it should live, they believe their departed friend has ar- 
rived at his blessed abode ; but should the plant not live, 
they suppose the fact, established, that the person on whose 
grave it was placed, remains dead as the beasts of the 
woods for ever. After the burial is over, they seek to 
forget their sorrow in a festal dance. 

I set out from this tribe on the before-mentioned day, 
widi an escort of a number of the natives, who accompa- 
nied me to the head of the lake, and returned. By the 
directions I had received from the Spaniard, with regard 
to the source of the river, I concluded to steer west north- 
west. I was much better equipped than might be ex- 
pected, having a small axe sometliing larger than a toma- 
hawk, for which I calculated to have great use. The &st 
day, we lengthened our course by taking a circuitous 
route to avoid begs and morasses. At night we encamp- 
ed on a little priarie, which aiForded a good bait for our 
horses. We gathered some fuel and erected a small fire, 
the weather being quite cool. We tied our horses head 
and foot, not following the directions we had received 
from the Indians, who told us that we could let them run 
at large and they would not leave us ; but being appre- 
hensive of some intrigue, and that they by these means 
expected to P-et their horses ap-ain. we were cautious. 
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it resembled the blue grass, and though it was something 
withered they ate it with greediness. 

But this night was rendered very unpleasant by the con- 
stant roar of the wolves which surrounded us in an open 
field. Our horses kept near the fire, and would shudder 
at their tremendous howl. They often approached so 
near to us, as to be seen very plainly during the forepart 
of the night, and towards morning they became quite 
alarming, and would approach within pistol shot. What 
rendered our case more dangerous, was the scarcity of 
fuel, and there being none handy ; we used what we had 
with economy, but at length it was quite extinguished, 
and only a few embers left : these we scattered round, 
which caused a momentary terror in the wolves. I was 
now resolved to try my rMe at one which cautiously ap- 
proached towards our horses : I levelled between his 
eyes, and shot him dead upon the spot. This caused a 
dreadful howling through the woods, which in a short 
time died away, and few more were heard till daylight 
appeared, which to me was the most glorious light I had 
ever beheld, as I had but one inore ball cast, and no fire 
or fuel. Between daylight and sunrise I cast about 150 
balls. We cooked provision for the day, and continued 
our journey. 

The length of the wolf I had killed was six feet ten 
inches fi-om the snout to the end of the tail ; the tail 
measured two feet. It was of a ground colour, with a 
black list or streak running along the back ; its teeth 
were long and sharp ; its body was slim and poor, and 
its ribs distinctly to be seen, shewing its want of food ; 
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January 1 1th. Passed through an extensive tract of 
open priaries, which afforded neither \Vater nor provender 
for our hdrses. We were about encamping for the night 
without either, or even fuel to make a fire ; but consider- 
ing the danger we had passed the night before, and that 
our situation could not be worse, we still pursued our 
course, and a little in the evening discovered a fog arising 
on our right This I knew must proceed from low wet 
ground, or from a pond. Our horses seemed anxious 
and impatient, we gave them the reins, and in the space 
of half an hour they brought us on the margin of a small 
creek, into which they plunged and satisfied their thirst, 
^s we did also our own. 

We here saw fresh Indian signs ; a deer having been 
dressed on the opposite side of the creek, gave us the 
strongest suspicion. We thought it prudent to keep 
watch during the night, as we dreaded the clandestine vi- 
sits of savages more than that of the wolves the preceding 
night. We made but a small fire, and kept our horses 
near us. During the night I heard the distant echo of an 
Indian voice, after which all was silent till daylight. 

On the 12th we had a cold and tedious storm fi^om the 
southwest. It rained violently, but I had now become 
hardened and capable of any fatigue, either fi-om suffering 
by disappointment, bodily labour, or exposure to the 
changing seasons and nightly dews — ^to all, my constitu- 
tion had become inured. 

We had now come to an old Indian camp ; some of 
the huts were still remaining. The heav}^ rains compell- 
ed us to stop here : we found a plenty of Spanisli moss 
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Edom expressed a desire to go out and try his skill in 
shooting for game : to this I consented, as we were near- 
ly out of provision, having none of the bread kind left. 
Edom returned a little after sunset, with a rackoon and 
large tortoise, which he had taken near a swamp. These 
we dressed and dried. 

hm* 15th. We crossed a considerable stream running 
a northeasterly course, which I supposed to be one of the 
branches of the Red river. Here we were detained for 
some time in making a small wicker raft, in which we 
took our equipage safe across, and then returned and 
swam our horses over. This stream is about fifty yards 
wide, and runs very rapidly, its course being much bro,- 
ken by rocks, and is very deep. 

Continuing our course west southwest until the 20th 
of January, the mountains began to appear conspicuous, 
gently raising their blue summits one above another until 
met by the sky. Game, (whicla was our only dependence 
for subsistence,) we found not to be so plenty as we had 
before. 

Our prospects were truly pleasing in going over these 
ridges, especially as we surmounted the last one towards 
the west that we could observe. On tliis, one could per- 
ceive by turning round, a sugar loaf peak ; a naked sum- 
mit of rocks, widi falling cascades ; an extensive priarie ; 
a wild forest ; pleasant vallies — and in short, every thing 
romantic, sublime, wild, and solitar}^ 

During our painful tour over tiiese hills we killed a 
bear, catamount, and wild hog ; though deer, buffalo, and 
the like, are seldom seen. Through these ridges are vast 
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Here my compass refused to obey its pdarity, apd gave 
M^ay on every side as attraction excited. 

We had on the last of this month reached the last emi- 
nence- The thermometer stood at es*" 25' at 12 o'clock. 
Immediately on our course I discovered an extensive 
opening, and on a nearer ken with my glass, I found it to 
be a priarie, and could distinguish cattle in abundance 
feeding upon the plains. We pursued our course, and 
in the evening found to our great pleasure a settlement of 
Spanish and Indians. There were but few houses, and 
those much scattered. Our appearance being somewhat 
singular, gave a sudden surprise to an Indian belonging 
to a house we first rode up to ; but making myself known 
as well as I could, I was immediately conducted to a 
Spaniard's house. I was truly glad to see him, and he 
as much astonished to see a r^ular traveller through this 
country. I alighted, and after giving him a short detail 
of my journey he insisted on our staying with them a few 
days to recruk our horses, and rest ourselves, to which \ 
most willingly consented. Our horses were turned out 
at large with theirs on thepriaries. The kind host re- 
galed us with a good supper, or good for a wilderness 
country ; it consisted of ash cake,i venison, and bear's 
meat, besides coffee. I never ate with more satis&ction* 

Next morning and a part of the day were spent in con- 
versation, in which he related to m^ his proceedings, and 
the cause of his settling in so remote a part of the country. 
His narrative was as follows : 

That himself and the others th^ came with him had 
been brought thither, or near the place in which he how 
lived ; that his father, with several others, had escaped the 
convulsions in 1770, in which the famous city of Guati- 
i^ala was destroyed; that a feiv families lived on a 
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mountain situated about nine miles east of the vale in 
which the principal town stood, employed in the business 
of cittting timber- For several days previous to that 
dreadful event, (as he had been informed by his fether,) 
tliere was something in the appearance of nature that 
boded nodiing good : a sullen stillness prevailed ; the air 
seemed to be in a state of stagnation ; the animal creaticMi 
was in awful distress ; some fowls were thrown into con- 
vulsions ; the sun was scarcely visible, and nature seem- 
ed to have changctJ its appearance, and, lulled to sleep, 
to be resting on the brink of destruction. On the 20th 
of June, about ten o'clock, the air seemed to be filled 
with dusty fragments ; fowls of every description huddled 
in flocks together, and the beasts howled with horror. 
An awful din commenced that rumbled along the vale, 
and was succeeded by repeated shocks : trees, hills, 
houses, man, and beast, could no longer maintain an erecf 
posture, but fell prostrate, confessing their weakness by 
repeated cries for mercy. Ancient and modern history 
fall far short of an instance so terrible, rendered more so 
by having a warning , and the harbinger of desolation pre- 
sented in every obje^ct, A dismal roll swept along the 
chaos, and suddenly the atmosphere was changed, appa- 
rently in the horizon towards the city ; alas ! the city wa& 
no more, its ruins floated in the air : the third shock, with 
a dreadful crash, terminated the existence of Guatimala. 
Our mountain was in an awful suspense, vibrating, 
shaking its basis, and opening large cavities on its sur- 
fece. The night was dark and solemnly still, excepting 
the intervals of a dread Iful roar. The earth seemed to be 
nained with convulsion s for several davs toe-ether, and for 
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had setded several times, and were disturbed by the In- 
dians : at length, after many painful years, they had ar- 
rived where they now were, near a tribe of Indians uiilled 
the Parathees, who inhabit a fine tract of country on both 
sides of a considerable stream of water. Thtir land ^vas 
fertile, and they were likely to live in peace and plenty. 
They all had Indian wives except one, whose ^vife Iiad 
died in consequence of the excessive fitiguc tlicy en- 
dured for several years together in a wilderness country. 
They had some land cleared which bore com in great 
plenty, and had formed a resolution to remain here for life. 
They have many horses, which they use in hunting the 
elk. During my stay the weatlier proved very rainy, and 
the travelling would have been very tedious. I here pro- 
cured some wine of a pleasant taste, made by them from 
an excellent grape. They had a species of the cocoa-nut 
which afforded much flavour, though not to be compared 
with those of the southern islands for size nor taste. 

The climate of this country is not surpassed by that of 
any on the continent, either for mildness, or heat ; and on 
the elevated situation of high mountains the snow lies dur- 
ing the year. The maritime places are extremely hot ; 
owing to their low situation, all vapours of heat driven 
from colder regions settle here, and render the summer 
season quite unpleasant. But in latitudes from 29 to 40^ 
north, the climate is pleasant and delightful, being fanned 
by cooling breezes, which waft along the atmosphere, and 
salute every pleasant vale and ascent with the blessing of 
peace and harmony, quiet from cultivation, and enjoying 
the sublime sweets of a natural state. 
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cipal boast : they indulge in indolence and dissipation^ 
being supported by their rich mines of gold and silver. 
Though sunk in ignorance and superstition, they boast of 
their abilities, and in many instances rank themselves with 
a superior class of beings. Their ideas are led to an ex- 
travagant height by their being so particularly favoured 
by their gods in being thus situated in a land of riches, 
while the neighbouring countries are in a state of igno- 
rance respecting their vast wealth, supposing them not 
even to enjoy happiness without a mine of gold at their 
very doors. Mistaken people, you are sunk in oblivion, 
and do not even enjoy the social benefits of society and 
friendship amongst mankind ; you have wealth, but you 
do not know how to enjoy it ; you have the finest coun- 
try in the world, but you will not cultivate it ; you have 
noble streams of water, but tliey envy your weight oa 
their bosom, and only rejoice to bear your riches to en- 
lightened kingdoms, where it is distributed for the use of 
mankind. If you would open your hearts and hands to 
a free intercourse, and live as Christians ought to live, 
you might enjoy happiness ; if you would distribute 
your gold for ample returns of merchandize, you might 
live respected, and be no more perplexed with envious 
people, who court you for your treasures, while they 
despise you for your principles. 
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CHAP. IX. 



The author leaves the settlement and proceeds on his jour- 
ney — Useful directions received from the settlers — 
Difficulties in crossing the rwer Gagundo — Alli^ators^ 
— Beauty and grandeur of the forests — Imminent dan- 
ger of the author — Dangerous night from the wild 
beasts — Meet a tribe of Indians — Misconduct of my 
negro — His distress and sorrow — Description of the 
JBadies — Author goes on a beaver hunt — His perilous 
^tuation — Arrival at the camp of the chief of the 
Badies-^Determination of the chief to keep my negro 
— Distress of my 7iegro — General remarks on the na- 
ture of the savages — Obtain my negroes liberty by a 
singular expedient. 

About the 10th of February we again stalled, having 
exchanged horses with the settlers, and provided good 
saddles, and taking as much provision as we could con- 
veniently carr}'', with the rest of bur load. Our horses 
travelled free. I got directions for the best and nearest 
way towards the city of Mexico, which place I w^as de- 
termined to visit. Our course was to be west for about 
200 miles, then southwest until wc reached a large clus- 
ter of mountains ; we were then to steer south, in which 
course we should find the Spanish settlements. At the 
same time we were warned of the dangers to which we 
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from inundations in the spring season, than from the uin 
habitants. 

For several days we proceeded without much inter- 
ruption, except that of crossing some large creeks, which 
were not fordable ; but when we came to a rapid river, 
called the Gagundo, we w^e much perplexed in finding 
means to cross it, and in the attempt, my negro's horse 
and part of our provisions were lost. The stream was 
about 300 yards wide, and ran more rapid than I ima- 
gined. We procured several sticks of timber of a proper 
size, of which we made a raft ;. but on getting our things 
on board arid shoving oflF, we were carried down with 
such velocity that it was impossible to set across, although 
we could easily reach bottom with our poles, the water 
being only about six feet deep. We got about half way 
across, and found it unsafe to proceed, on account ci 
some rocks we discovered below, against which we were 
in danger of being carried by the rapidity of the current. 
We just passed the breakers, and were glad to come on 
diore on the same side from whence we started, about half 
a mile below. I then sent Edom up for one of the 
horses, and having put our provision on his back, we 
returned to our first fording place. Chagrined with this 
useless labour, I determined to swim the horses across : 
I took all my ammunition, an4 articles it was necessary 
to keep dry, and bound them to my head and shoulders, 
and entered, directing my jiegrp to remain till I should 
get safe over, and then to follow. In crossing, my horse 
had many struggles, sometimes touching bottom, and 
sometimes falling into deep channels ; but ^ length }. 
^t safe across. I now beckoned for^Edom, who hM 
with him our provision. After he had got within abHit 
ai> hundred yards orine, ^ hiors^. 'umblpd and fl^tf^ 
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his side, with Edom, provision, and all : Edom soon 
recovered hiriiself, and caught a part of the provision ; 
but the horse, getting his feet entangled in the bridle, was 
unable to recover, and soon drowned. After struggling 
for some time, my poor negro got safe ashore, much 
troubled for the loss of his horse. I comforted him by 
saying it was a rough passage and dangerous under- 
taking, and told him I had rather lose both the horses 
than my rifle, which he had saved ; in fact, I was well 
pleased it was no worse. 

We here encamped, having spent the greatest part of 
the day in making a raft and crossing. We dried 
those things that were wet, looking well to the rifle, 
and cleaning and loading it. My poor negro seemed 
much disheartened, expecting he should have to ponder 
his way through the wilderness on foot. During this 
night I saw a glimmer of light some distance down the 
stream, and could not imagine what it might be ; how- 
ever, the next day our curiosity was gratified, for by 
altering our course in order to escape a pond of \vater, 
and travelling some distance down the river, we beheld 
the S£inic uxc wc had set ou iiix the preceding day at 9 
o'clock, being not more than 700 yards from the river, 
on the opposite side. ^Ve had now got quite round this 
pond on the nortlieast side- The sun shone very warm, 
and numerous alligators ^vc^e seen ; some of them were 
of a large size imd length ; tlicy lay basking in the sun, 
and seemed not to move ;it our approach. Our horses 
were very shy, not being habituated to them. The smell 
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if they were lifeless until a sufficient quantity of insects, 
bugs, and the like, are collected within their peaceful 
jaws ; then suddenly dropping the jaw, they enclose their 
prey and swallow them whole. The great strength of 
their nature enables them to digest even poison. The 
younger ones are often destroyed by the catamount, and 
other beasts of prey ; many are likewise devoured by the 
larger alligators, and thus nature has provided a way to 
destroy these dangerous beasts, and keep their number 
down, which would otherwise render the country unin- 
habitable. 

We this day pursued our journey, and the weather 
proved mild. At 12 o'clock we were in front of an un- 
commonly large growth of timber, at the entrance of which 
we encamped for the remainder of the day and night, in 
order to procure some provisions. Finding plenty of 
provender for our horse, we let lum run at large, putting 
a bell on his neck. 

I took my rifle and entered the shady recesses of the 
forest. The sycamore, the buck-eye, the oak, the hick- 
ory, and the chesnut, rose in beauty and magnificence. 
An uncommonly hirgc sycamore e:<citcd my curiosity, 
w^hich, on sur\^eying^ I found to be sixty-nine feet in cir- 
cumference, making its diameter nciurly twenty -tliree feet. 
Although this may appeal' incredible, I h^ve been inform- 
ed that they are somilimcs found much larger- 

I had proceeded some disUmce in this bcuutifnl wood, 
when I discovered li small gro\\th of hickories on a Httle 
rise of ground, which appcLired alive ivitli something ; 
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the leaves at some distance from me. Hardly knowing 
which way to turn myself, or what to shoot at, I stood 
motionless by the side of a chesnut tree, when I saw a 
large buck walking up witli much assurance towards the 
place where I stood. He approached within ten rods of 
me, when I let fly at him, and had the mortification to 
see him fall only half dead. He soon recovered, and, 
springing upon his feet, bounded off a few paces. I step- 
ped out to reload, by which means I was discovered ; 
when, racking with pain, and with rage sparkling in his 
eyes, he sprang towards me : I had the ball about half 
way down, and the ramrod still in my rifle ; in this situ- 
ation I cocked, and had just time to raise and fire off* my 
piece, before he reached me : the ramrod and ball enter- 
ed his breast, and brought him to the ground, as well as 
myself; for the sudden passage of the fire being stopped 
when it reached the ball, which was extremely tight, pro- 
duced such a shock that 1 fell, and knew not for some 
time whether the fall was occasioned by my gun or the 
beast. However, on my recovering I found him just 
breathing his last. The echoing report of two guns in 
so short a time, soon brought my faithful negro with 
both the pistols, he supposing that I was engaged with 
Indians. 

We lugged the game to our encampment, and cook- 
ed some of it : this brought iis in a dreadful situa- 
tion, for wc were no^v surrounded with wolves, eager for 
their prey, and I repented having let at large my faithful 
horse. I kindled a large fire and gathered a quantity of 
fuel, and soon my horse came trotting up, and frisking 
With pleasure, as if safe with us, and near a fire. This 
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fuel before daylight aj^peared, I ^vas under the necessity 
of lavishing out my little stock of provisions. The deer 
which I had killed I cut up in small pieces, and at the 
near approach of the wolves, would heave it to them ; this 
seemed to satisfy them but for a feu^ moments ; I then 
threw fire brands at them, whicli seemed only to increase 
tlieir rage, ^vhile it extinguished my fire. I now made 
two large fireSj which had a good effect ; several still kept 
roimd uSj but approaclied no nearer than the circle of 
light which shone with brilliancy from our fire. 

Kext mornuig we again packed up, and started for- 
ivard. This day's travel was rendered ver}^ tedious by 
reason of a large tract of swampy land. Having got 
quite through the sw^mp we fell into a small trace of a foot 
path, which unexpectedly came in our wa)-, and created 
within me some suspicion tliat we wercui tlie neighbour- 
hood of savages ; I determined however to keep the path. 
We encamped a little after dark. Soon after, my negro, 
who had been gathering fuel, hastily returned, informing 
me that at no great distance he saw a fire, and tliat he 
also saw several men standing around it. I went to the 
spot from whence he had seen them, and soon found that 
they were savages. I now knew not whether to go to 
them, or to remain where I was ; but concluding that 
they would see our fire, and might steal a march upon us 
and plunder us, and then make their escape in the woods, 
and on the other hand that if I went boldly up to them I 
might be well received, I resolved to go directly to them. 
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that they might hear it ; this alarmed them, and several 
sprang upon their feet who had been laying down, and 
whom I had not seen before ; they were looking and 
peaking in every direction. I still continued my conver- 
sation with my negro, at the same time moving towards 
them. My negro, being on foot, kept close to my side. 
At length they got sight of my horse, which was white* 
They began jabbering, and I could hear them pronounce 
in a broken voice, Spaniard. I rode quite up to the 
fire, and the little pappooses ran behind their mothers* 
After dismounting, I presented my hand, which they all 
took in rotation ; but they seemed rather shy of my jet 
black negro, who offered his hand ; they were cautious^ 
and would hardly touch it. I made them to understand 
that I was their brother, by laying my hand on my left: 
breast. I made them understand by signs that my horse 
was hungry, and one or two of the squaws were immedi^ 
ately sent away ; they soon returned, bringing with them 
some young com and Spanish moss, which my horse ate 
very well. Thqy presented us with some fi-uit not unlike 
our crab-apple in appearance, but which had the taste of 
a raspberry. I took out some of my venison and began 
to eat, and discovering by their actions that they had got 
none, I equally divided my little store among them ; with 
this they seemed much pleased. 

I spake a few words in Spanish, and w^as answered by 
a very old man, who spoke. so distmctly that it rendered 
our, conversation quite easy. He made^ strict enquiry re- 
specting the course I had come, and whither I was going. 
I answered all his questions with as much ease as possi- 
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other, then at me, and tlien at my horse : I immediately 
added, that I was bound to Mexico to see my friends. 
We were treated with coldness during the night. They 
invited us to lay down with tliem by their fire : we ac- 
cepted the invitation, and my negro slept well, liavmg 
had but little rest the night before, on account of the 
wolves. About four o'clock in the morning 1 awaked 
Edom, and after bidding him not to close his eyes again^ 
soon fell asleep, and did not awake until 1 heard my 
horse trotting by me : I sprang up, and found a young 
Indian on the liorsej imd his father . leading him, who 
made signs tliat he only wanted to amuse his boy. I 
found Edom asleep ; but the past fatigues having worn 
him down J I let liim remain. He awaked about sunrise^ 
and instantly remembering my caution, begged pardon 
for his offence. The horse being out of sight, and some 
of the Indians having gone, knowing the whole of the 
proceedings, I very coolly asked him where my horse 
was, pretending I had just awoke. In an instant his eye 
was on every side, but no horse could he discover. I 
had laid my rifle and ammunition under some skins, and 
asked him where my rifle was, affecting a look of despair.. 
The poor negro fell on the ground and begged me to kill 
him, at the same time adding, that if I would spare his hfe 
he would never sleep again on such an occasion. He be- 
ing my only friend, and knowing his honesty, and that 
excessive fatigue had been the occasion of his present 
misconduct, I pardoned him, but not without telling him 
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that their nation was very powerful ; that they had been 
sent hither for the purpose of hunting, and had that day 
arrived ; that their brethren lived about two days journey 
towards the setting sun ; that their chief was a very big 
man, and a great warrior. 

I found their principal weapons to be bows and arrows, 
the arrows pointed with copper : they have also spears 
pointed with deer's horn, which are about ten feet long ; 
these they throw in the manner of a javelin. They have 
Ixit few knives, which they use principally in dressing 
their game. ' These people are very fond of music and 
dancing. Their principal way of hunting is by ensnaring 
their game, in which they are very artful : not only the 
men, but the women have various ways by which they 
entice them, sometimes in pens built ^r that purpose^ 
which are made of cane entwined together* 

We had been with them jfor some ti^ne, and saw many 
of their manoeuvres, which had no. other effect than to 
give us a proper idea of Indian manners. Their dexter- 
ity on foot is very surprising. 

One morning they brought with them to the camp a 

number of skins^ and amongst the rest some beavers : it 

was now my determination to visit the pond or lake, in 

which they said they caught them. Next morning I 

started, leaving my negro behind, with the goods and 

horse. I was during the day impressed with a strong 

idea that all was not right at the camp. We killed some 

deer and beavers, and at about ten o'clock in the eve- 

ning returned; but alas! 1 missed my faithful negro. I 
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was pacified by havir?; an arrow pointed at my breast : I 
cocked my gun, whici gready terrified the poor felloiv 
that was about letting loose at me. I was told, however,4 
that it was useless to resist, as I should be overpowered 
by numbers, ar ' that the next day I was to accompany 
them to their cir'ef, who was about two days- journey off. 
I at first refused to go ; but when they informed me that 
my negro and horse had ^one thither, I consented. The 
next morning w" set out, and in about an hour came to a 
considerable st >, where the savages had bark canoes ; 
in these we descended the river until about sunset, when 
we came to an encampment of several Indians and squaws, 
who had also been on the business of hunting. Ttie 
Indians had much conversation together, occasionally 
looking at me, and then continuing their conversation 
with repeated shouts of victory. Judge of my feelings in 
the situation in which I then was ; they had taken from 
me my gun and pistols, and had tied, my hands behind 
me : in this situation I next morning began to descend 
the river. One of the Indians was shockingly mangled 
by means of one of my pistols, with which he was play- 
ing : while looking very earnestly at the bore of the pis- 
tol, and playing with his fingers about the trigger, being 
cocked, it \ycnt off, and its contents tore away his left 
cheek, and shockingly mangled his face. At this, he im- 
mediately threw the pistol into the river, and fainted away* 
I was in hopes it had killed him, or wounded him mor- ^ 
tally, at the same time fearing lest I should be held ac- ' 
countable for the deed ; but they must know me to be 
innocent, as I was sitting in the boat with my^liands tied 
behind me. 

A 4. *^u^ «^,^^«.4. ^r^u^ __!_^_i ^_ 1 -i__!„i__ „_ _ _i -I 
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canoes ; but on examination they fQ?md he had committed 
the act with his own hands. An dW man then took my 
*ifle and the other pistol in his 'bti^tyjand left an ugly 
squaw to row my boat and nurse the wounded man. I 
sat in a very restless state, expecting undergo some 
torture for the accident which had happenl d. 

In the afterpart of the day I found this stream opened 
into a kind of lake. An island, appeared in the centre, 
surrounded by water of no great widt^ The sun was 
just setting, and all nature had a mc iil appearance. 
I saw a smoke at a distance through the" opening, and on- 
the island and shores I discovered a crowd of people, 
jeager to see a white man. 

For near two hours were these two parties yelling, be- 
ing answered by each other, and keeping up a continual 
noise. Having got within a quarter of a mile of tl>e par^ 
ly on shore, I saw my white horse standing in the midst 
of a multitude of savages. 

At length we reached the shore, and I was untied and 
led before the big man ; in reality he was lai*ge enough 
for a giant : I judged him to be at least seven feet two 
inches in height, and he was suitably proportioned. He 
. gave shrieks of joy at having such strange looking ani^ 
mals as myself and negro in his power ; but when the 
wounded man that had shot himself was brought before 
him, I could compare his yells to nothing else than bro- 
ken t/i under. The man that was shot prdved to be his 
brother^ s son ; the cause was explained to him, and he 
H^a^reciionciled towards me. 

On xny first landing I saw my negro tied fast to a tree. 
And h^ began to cr}^ horribly, his sighs rending, tlie air. 
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did without hesitation ; but soon returned widi an answer 
that the chief had taken a particular liking to him, and he 
privately informed me that it would be difficult for me to 
get hirti away. The idea of losing my faithful negro 
created a sudden anxiety, w^liich was soon turned to de- 
pression of spirit. 

I was now stripped and searched, having alt my clothes,"' 
my shirt excepted, taken ofi^ fortiuiately they missed my 
little fortune, which I had concealed in a band aroiuid me^ 
it being in gold- They gave me my clotlies and return- 
ed to me my horsCj the chief at the same time telling me 
I was at lilx^rty : they also restored to me my gun and 
other equipments, the lost pistol excepted. I asked if 
niy black man was also at liberty, but was answered in 
the negative* I then asked them if I could remain in 
their nation long enough to procure some jirovision, and 
recruit my horse : they told me that was repugnant to 
the chief's wishes ; however they consented, making me 
promise not to have any communication with die black 
man, whom the chief boldly said he meant to keep. I 
had now nothing to do but wait with as much patience 
as possible, hoping that by some means I should be able 
to rescue my Edom from a life of wretchedness and mis- 
ery among savages, who would perhaps treat him with 
contempt), and keep him in slavery. But I was informed 
that they thought him far superior to white men, in con- 
sequence of his being black : they supposed him to be 
made of a superior quality of clay, and that the red clay 
men ranked next ; but the white men they thought were 
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were first made. The white men, they said, had polluted 
themselves, and their learning had been a great evil 
amongst all nations and kindreds of people. They be- 
lieved that the red men would yet be blessed with all 
the good stores of nature, and have dominion over all 
the country, and that the slaves would be all set at liber- 
ty. I soon grew weary of this conversation. 

My poor negro, by some means, got information of 
their proceedings, and was almost mad with rage and de- 
spair : the dreadful apprehension of being again in slave- 
ry, caused him to vent his anguish and threats against the 
savages, which provoked them to such a degree that a 
co&ncil was held concerning him. He was yet confined, 
and by an interpreter he was informed, that if he would 
stay with them and marry a squaw; he should be happy ; 
at the same time he was given to understand, that in case 
of a refusal, he would be tortured to death. He firmly 
refused a compliance, and another council was held, by 
which it was determined to try the effect of torture. No 
one could describe the anguish that filled my breast, cwi 
seeing my faithful Edom led out by this big monster, the 
chief, to have his fortitude tried. Having led him to the 
appointed place, they stripped him naked and tied him to 
a tree ; they then sheared off his wool close to his head, 
and the infernal torture then began by. throwing hot em- 
*^ers on his bare skull, notwithstanding his lamentations 
^^my entreaties : they also threatened me with condigi^ 
P^^i/incxent if I said any thing more in his behalf. In 
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live with them and serve them. His head was sorely 
scorched by these infernal monsters. 
- I noiv began to lose all hoix^s of regaining his liberty, 
and concluded to pursue my journey alojiej but not with- 
out re,^et. These Indians are a cruel mce of people, 
whose only wisli is to gratify tlicir own desires : their 
hearts arc unfeeling towards tht; ^vTctched victims who 
have the misfortune to be placed within the reach of their 
power. A few days passed on in anxious suspense, when 
by a kind providence it was removed by critical means, 
and such as would cause a feeling heart to shudder. 

We had been with them about seven days ; the man 
who had wounded himself with my pistol began to re- 
cover, and they were fitting out another hunting party ^ 
at the same time I was making preparations to go, and my 
poor negro overwhelmed at the idea of parting, and being 
left in a place so wretched and forlorn. My gun having 
been charged some time, I drew off the load and put in 
fresh -powder. While this was doing I found they were 
holding a council, and seemed very much agitated ; at 
length, to my no little surprise I found myself surrounded, 
and was quickly disarmed, and at the same instant was 
informed that unless I would agree to one proposal, they 
would never let me go out of the nation. After being 
so cruelly treated, what heart could endure their hellish 
provocations, and thus tormenting one or two who had 
fallen into their power ; I quickly demanded of them to 
pronounce the proposal. They told me all strife was 
useless, and that the proposal was to have a turtle's ees: 
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head. By this expedient I obtained my liberty, together 
.with that of my negro ; for, taking it for granted that I 
, should kill him, they readily consented to my proposal. 
They tied E,don^to a tree, and measured off twenty steps ; 
but tliinking this not far enough, they.measured ten more. 
From this distance I was directed to fire, all things being 
in readiness ; my enervated hands began to tremble, and 
I was uncertain whether I should accomplish my design 
or not. My negro requested me not to be affected, and 
said that if I should be so unfortunate as to shoot too low, 
it would be a satisfaction to be put out of his miserable 
existence by me, rather than by those hideous monsters, 
who stood ready with their bows and arrows to despatch 
me, if I refused to comply. The egg was about the size 
of a goose egg, but rather longer. Thus the poor fellow 
stood at the distance of thirty paces from me, an object of 
savage barbarity. I once raised the instrument of death, 
but my hands trembled and I let it drop ; again, and again 
I raised it, in order to decide. The victim stood in 
awful suspense, awaiting the crisis which should set him 
at liberty, or take him out of existence. At length, 
summoning up all my courage, I levelled my rifle with as 
much deliberation and exactness as possible, and as a 
wise providence would have it, cut the egg on the lower 
side, taking the skin off his poor scorched head. With 
an exultation which nothing but preservation from the 
worst of deaths could have ekcited, he cried out, God 
bless you master ;.and at the same time the natives stood 

«TV=»prhle.<5s with anVns^pmpnt. nnrl iSPPmeH fn fppl sensible 
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having obtained a general deiscription of their nation; 
What most excited my astonishment was the extravagant 
size and great strength of the chief. All his people fear 
him, for being arbitrary in his laws, he jvould frequently 
put to death with his own hands, criminals who were 
falsely accused, without judge or jury. 



CHAP. X. 

Joy ofEdom at his escape from the savages — Salt springs 
— Benefit resulting to the United States from the man- 
ifacture of salt — Author kills a large snake — Descrip- 
tion of it — Violent storm — Tracks of Indians — Indiaji 
hunting camp — Author loses his rife — Fruitless en- 
deavours to obtain it — Sets out to visit the Indian town. 

My poor negro was overwhelmed with gratitude, at his 
unexpected liberation from a nation of such ferocious 
wretches ; indeed the fellow had taken such a liking 
to me, that he preferred death to a separation. We im- 
mediately commenced our journey, and I had abundant 
cause to be thankful that nothing worse had happened. 
I had lost some few articles, but the bulk of my property 
was still safe. 

After pursuing our journey for about four miles, Ave 
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bushels of salt might be made from these springs in one 
w^eek ; and when we consider the high price it bears at 
market, averaging from 90 to 100 cents per bushel, it 
would surely be an object of vast importance to the 
United States, and well worthy the attention of men of 
enterprize, to engage in the manufacture of an article 
which is in such general demand. 

The maritime part of the United States will, undoubt- 
edly, procure their salt from the Islands, and other places 
from whence they have been in the habit of receiving it ; 
but a large proportion of our inland country, say two 
thirds of tlie United States, might be supplied from the 
interior, and that too with salt of a superior quality, and 
on more reasonable terms than it can be had elsewhere ; 
a capital of six or eight thousand dollars would be suffi- 
cient, and the country is so abundant that it furnishes all 
the necessaries and many of the luxuries of life, almost 
spontaneously. 

We proceeded but slowly along, owing to the extreme 
weakness of my negro, whose head, and many other 
parts of his body were very sore and painful ; he however 
refused to lie by entirely. We encamped this night near 
a small rivulet which was plentifully surrounded with 
thick long grass, w^hich was very serviceable, not only as 
food for our horse, but as a pleasant bed ; the wild beasts 
were not so troublesome as formerly, and we slept soundly 
until the shrill and pleasant notes of the birds awaked us 
from our slumber. We immediately arose, and after 
taking a slight breakfast, again pursued our journey. 
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species of snake I had not before seen attracted my atten- 
tion, and* caused me to take particular notice of it. It 
darted with rapidity from tree to tree, and seemed to be 
of an enormous size. I ordered Edom to walk behind 
the horse, and to cany my pistol and a long pole which I 
used as a spear, whilst I ccMitinued on the horse and 
watched the monster with my rifle, ready to bring him 
down. In a few minutes he attempted to ascend a mag- 
nolia, whose trunk being clear of branches, I had a fair 
opportunity to shoot him. I fired, and brought him tp 
the ground : my negro advanced, and perceiving him 
still alive, dispatched him with his spear. The ball en- 
tered his neck, and passed entirely through him. It was 
the largest snake I ever saw, measuring thirty-eight feet 
in length. This snake is called by Mr. Pernaut the large 
spotted snake, very likely from the number of small spots 
on his body. I took the skin off and preserved it : it was 
of a dusky white colour, the back interspersed with twen- 
ty-four large pale irregular spots, and the other parts of 
the body with an infinite number of smaller ones ; the 
tail is of a dark colour, and the sides are variegated with 
different colours. The head is covered with small scales, 
and has a broad belt back of the eyes. It wants the large 
dog fangs, of course its bite is not poisonous. The 
tongue is fleshy and forked. Above the eyes, on each 
side, the head rises high. The scales of this snake were 
all very small, roundish, and smooth : the tail does not 
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The following is the manner in which this animal pro- 
cures its food : When impelled by hunger, it frequents 
caves and thickets, from which places it suddenly darts 
upon travellers, beasts, &c. When it chooses a tree for 
its watching place, it supports itself by winding its tail 
around the trunk, or a branch, and darjs with rapidity up- 
on tigers, wolves, and any animal that comes witliin its 
reach. When it lays hold of animals, especially any of 
the larger kinds, it twists itself several times around their 
body, and by the vast force of its muscles bruises and 
breaks all their bones. 

The manner in which it prepares its prey for eating is 
truly singular, and deserves to be mentioned : I had an 
opportunity to notice it while on a hunting partj^, some 
time after this, with the Indians. It first lays it under 
the shade of some tree which it can ascend in case of dan- 
ger ; it then begins by licking it all over, its tongue being 
furnished with a peculiar kind of saliva common to these 
snakes ; this it does for the purpose of facilitating deglu- 
tition : if it be a stag or any other large animal, it begins 
by sucking the feet, and gradually sucks in the body, and 
last of all the head. When the animal hapj^ens to have 
large horns, the natives assert tliat they have been known 
to go about a long time with the horns sticking out of 
their mouth, which, as the animal putrifies, fall off. 

After this animal has swallowed a stag or a tiger, it is 
enable to move for some days ; and the natives, being well 
^^Uainted with this circumstance, always take this op- 
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skin which I took, on my return I presented to Dr. De 
Fludcar, who was much pleased to add it to his already- 
extensive collection of natural curiosities. 

After travelling about twelve miles through this thick 
and almost impenetrable forest, we arrived where it be- 
came more clear, and were enabled to make greater pro- 
gress. We encamped by the side of a spring, after hav- 
ing travelled eighteen miles. 

The next morning the weather appeared unsettled, and 
as my water kegs wanteid repairing, and some other things 
of importance were to be settled, I thought it best to re- 
main where we were. I sent Edom to collect some 
wood; while I arranged my papers, and secured such 
things as were of importance, in case I should be attacked. 
I had liitherto steered a southwest course, as nearly as 
possible, but now resolved to steer more westerly, as I 
had understood there were two tribes of Indians who were 
friendly, one of which in their manners and dialect resem- 
bled in some manner the ancient Welch. As this was a 
subject which agitated the learned, I felt anxious to ascer- 
tain the truth of it, and make such discoveries as were in 
my power. 

About noon it bagan to rain most violently, accompa- 
nied with thunder and lightning. My negro now re- 
turned, bringing such wood as was necessary, and we 
immediately set about securing our things from the 
storm ; a small grove of trees was selected, and our 
a^vning was accordingly spread, affording us a safe shelter 
from the rain. Night now set in, and it rained with as 
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shook tlie surrounding hills. My mind was settled and 
tranquil, and I viewed the surrounding scenery with calm- 
ness ; I felt that I was entirely dependent on the power of 
•2f Being who had declared that he loved mercy, and 
would protect the wandering fugitive ; I relied with im- 
plicit confidence on his -word, and slept composedly 
during the latter part of the night. 

March 12. In the morning I awoke ; all nature 
seemed refreshed, the birds sung with sweetest melody, 
the grove appeared dressed in a more lively green, and I 
could not help lifting my heart in thankfulness to Him 
who gives rain, seedtime, and harvest,^ and who feeds 
the birds of the air and the beasts of the field. After 
finding my horse, who had strayed some distance firom 
the tent, we packed up and proceeded on our journey. 

We had travelled about six miles, when we came to 
an opening. I plainly perceived there had been somfe 
one recently there, and felt perplexed, for, according to 
my information, we were more than forty miles from any 
Indians. If they were of those two tribes whicli had been 
described to me, I had nothing to fear ; but if, on the 
other hand, they were hostile Indians, and should treat us 
in the manner we were last, I thought it would be better 
for us to avoid them. Another thing, I did not wish to 
be detained, as the season was fast approaching when it 
would be highly improper to travel, owing to the extreme 
heat. I however proceeded with caution, and found the 
country become more clear, and the travelling excellent ; 
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have sentinels placed out, who on the least appearance of 
danger give the alarm, and they all fly off with incredible 
speed- 

These prairies, which I have had occasion to mention 
several times, are natural meadows which abound in this 
country, and are generally covered with a rich luxuriant 
grass, which is sometimes three or four feet in height ; 
the land is extremely rich and fertile, and capable of pro- 
ducing any thing. The^ prairies feed Innumerable herds 
of buffalo, who roam without restraint, anc^ on the least 
appearance of danger fly off for the mountains : their speed 
is very great, it being impossible for the swiftest horse to 
overtake them. 

After striking off from this prairie and pursuing my 
route along the margin of tlie wood, I found a large quan- 
tity of marine shells, which were incorporated with the 
soil of the bank : the soil was a blue clay, intermixed 
with small stones. I preserved a number of the shells, 
as there was no water near, nor any appearance of there 
having been any. 

About dark we encamped by the side of a small stream, 
Avhose borders were clothed with grass, and afforded 
good grazing for our horse. Here had recently been fires, 
and I suspected we were not far from the haunts of In- 
dians. Accordingly I prepared myself, cleaned my rifle 
and pistol, cast some balls, and took out a fresh supply 
of ammunition. We had in the course of the day killed 
a small animal resembling a ground hog, on which we 
supped, and found it very good meat. 

Towards morning it grew cold and unpleasant, but 
when the sun arose it became milH. After hreakfnstinp- on 
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miles when we struck an Indian path, and I was certain 
from other appearances that we were not far from a set* 
tlement ; I accordingly slackened my pace, in order to liave 
an opportunity of observing the different paths, and of be- 
ing prepared for the approach of the natives. About two 
miles we ascended a hill, and I plainly perceived about 
twenty wigwams ; in a few minutes move, an Indiim^ who 
had been after wood, came close alongside, without at 
first perceiving me ; the instant he discovered me be 
dropped his wood, and fled with precipitation. I felt 
phagrined to see him make off so fast, and endeavoured 
by every means in my power to induce him to come 
back, but in vain ; he was out of sight in an instant. I 
had not the least doubt he would make such a report to 
ihis nation as would alarm their fears, and cause them to 
receive us with coldness ; nor was I much mistaken, for 
on coming within about a quarter of a mile of the village, 
I saw them drawn up in battle array, armed with bows, 
arrows, clubs, and slings. 

I now dismounted from my horse, and advanced alone, 
telling Edom to remain behind, and in case he saw any 
violence offered to me, to come up and endeavour to 
assist me. I had my rifle in my hand, but in such a 
manner as could not excite their fears ; when I came ^\ ith- 
in about an hundred yards of them, I stopped, held out 
my hand, and addressed them in the Spanish language ; 
at this they all seemed to confer one with another, and 
soon one of them, whom I judged from his appearance 
^^s the chief, advanced a few steps and laid down his 
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dressed myself to the chief, telling him from whence I 
came, and demanding my gun, which I told him was all 
I had to procure victuals with. He seemed to pay no 
attention to what I said, but laughed immoderately, often 
patting me on the cheek, and showing signs of great 
satisfaction. 

During this time, Edom, who had been an unobserved 
spectator of the scene, advanced with an intention of af- 
fording me assistance if possible, when a sudden scream 
from the squaws proved that he was noticed. All was 
now confusion ; the chief forciblv drew me in the rear of 
the Indians, who had resumed their arms, and were wait- 
ing the approach of my negro. Edom, finding himself 
discovered, advanced with firmness, and coming in front 
of the Indians, took off his cap, and after making a low 
bow, began dancing a Guinea dance. I felt alarmed, and 
feared it would cause them to commit some violence : I 
was however mistaken ; they all fell a laughing, and the 
old chief advanced and took liim by the hand, seeming to 
be highly pleased with him. 

I now went up to the chief, and requested him to give 
me my gun : he told me it was out of his power, he be- 
ing not the head of the tribe, and that I must accompany 
him to their town, where the head chief was, who would 
return it, if it could be found : this w^as w hat I was afraid 
of, that the Indian who had my gun would absent himself, 
and tluit by this means I should lose it. I found it impossi- 
ble to obtain it by any other means, and complied. The 
old man now conducted me to his wigwam, where I found 
his wife and two of his daughters : he informed me that 
they were on a hunting party, and should return the next 
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t^;rs, who indulged their curioshy by examining him 
very particularly ; and the exclamation Tee^ ^e'd', which fell 
from both of them, proved that they were well pleased 
with him. 

During the evening we were amused \x\\kv dancing, 
which lasted till a late hour, and was joined in by both 
sexes. The music was performed on a simple instrument, 
made of cane, having a hole in t^e middle, into which the 
xyiusician blew, and produced not a diaagi^eeable sound. 



CHAP. XL 

^he author arrives at the town of the Yorotees — Friend- 
l;/ reception— ^Restoration of my rifle — Author request- 
ed to afford assistance in a war— Reasons for so doing 
— Preparations — Weapons of the Yorotees — War coun- 
cil — War song — ^Dance— Commence our journey. 

In the morning the chief awaked me, and the natives 
proceeded to collect their materials for moving towards 
the town. About noon we started, and travelled through 
a fertile country, abounding in venerable trees, which 
reared their heads in majestic grandeur to the skies. 
Small rivulets interspersed the pleasant vallies, and at once 
gave beauty and animation to the scene. We travelled 
^bout fifteen miles, when we came to a thick swamp, 
throuGrh which we found an Indian nath that led us about 
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little group, who had all been out some time, and were in- 
want of many necessary articles. 

On our arrival, the chief, with all the women and others 
of the tribe, came out to meet us, and seemed much 
pleased at tlie return of their friends. I was presented to 
the chief, who received me with kindness, and spake a 
few words to me ; but finding I did not understand him, 
he conversed with me by signs, and seemed highly pleas- 
ed with the answers I gave him respecting the countries 
I had passed through, the manners of the people, &c. 
He told me he had been in nineteen battles ; that he once 
went a great way off to fight the whites, but the rain pre- 
vented him from giving them battle. He showed me 
nineteen scars, and told me he had two sons killed in a war 
with a great nation in the west. 

I now stated to the chief the loss I had sustained of 
my gun, and requested him to cause it to be returned to 
me. He immediately replied, that if any of his people 
had done so they should be punished, and directed me 
to follow him. When we came to the square, (a large 
space found in the centre of almost all Indian towns,) I 
was directed to stand still : he then ordered some of tiie 
inferior chiefs who attended him to go and collect the 
men. In a few minutes the sound of shells was heard in 
every quarter. I began to grow alarmed for my safety, 
and the old man, perceiving me to look grave, demanded 
the reason, assuring me I had nothing to fear, as this was 
a customary thing when they assembled a council 

In a few minutes all the natives of the village were as- 
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ground. When he had finished speaking, a profound si- 
lence reigned throughout the assembly, till ^t length one 
advanced and spake a few words to the chief, who an- 
swered him with mildness ; he went away, and not a syl^ 
lable was spoken during his absence, which \vas» as 
near as I could judge, about twenty minutes. At last he 
returned, bearing in his hand my gun^ wliich had been 
taken to pieces. I felt concerned lest he had broken it, 
but I soon saw that it had been taken apart by slippiiig off 
the iron rings ; he advanced to the chief and laid the gun 
at his feet. The old man now looked at him with stern- 
ness, and after addressing him for about twenty minutes, 
directed two or three to bind him, I now understood he 
was to be punished, and advancing to the chief, I kneeled, 
and implored him by signs to forgive the offender. He 
seemed surprised, and was ready to refuse me ; but I 
entreated with earnestness, and he at length consented to 
pardon him. The moment his pardon was pronounced, 
the natives all set up a shout, and came towards me, tak- 
ing my hand, and expressing signs of joy and thankful- 
ness, assuring me I should be among them as a brother, 
so long^s I thought proper to stay. 

Upon receiving my rifle, I made the old man a present 
pf some pictures I had drawn, representing a horse, In- 
dians, hogs, &c. together with a large string of beads, and 
3 snj^yi belt, with which he seemed highly pleased ; he in 
^^5% ^^ve me a pair of mockasins, curiously trimmed 

^^^^ ^V^^^mpum. 
. k^^ <:hief informed me that they were going to war 

:^^SL ^^ei^hbourinff nation, which was considered very 
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let Edom go and carry my musket, which would strike 
terror and dismay into the hearts of their enemies. I im- 
mediately told the chief, that not only my black man, 
but myself also would go with them, and would d6 all in 
our power to relieve them from their difficulties ; at this 
they were overjoyed, and endeavoured to express their 
gratitude by a thousand different jestures. 

They immediately set about preparing for their intended 
campaign. I found them to be about two thousand 
strong, all of them armed with bows and arrows, spears 
and slings. The arrows were about six feet in length, 
pointed at the head with bone, and made very smooth ; 
they were dipped in a poisonou3 kind of liquor, which 
they said no remedy among them could remove. Their 
spears were twelve feet long, made of ash, straight, and 
very highly polished ; these they threw to ail astonishing 
distance, and rarely ever missed their object. Their 
slings were made of die fibres of the sycamore tree 
twisted, with which they would send stones the distance 
of two hundred yards, and with surprising swiftness. On 
the whole, when they are equipped their appearance is far 
from being contemptible. 

I now cleaned my rifle and pistol, set Edom to cast 
some balls, and made other preparations for the ensuing 
campaign. They intended starting the next new moon, 
which would be in three days. My principal object in 
taking this tour with the Indians, was to have a view of 
the country, and ascertain whether there were any mines 
or other valuables. 

On the evening of the day preceding: their march, all 
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^ixare, and were soon followed by all the young men and 
women in the village, who took their seats at a respectful 
distance from the old men ,• next cume the boys and girls, 
from twelve to eight years old^ and lastly the old women, 
who ranged themselves in an exact circle on the outside* 

'The old chief arose and harangued them for some time, 
(as I afterwards understood,) on the injuries and aggres- 
sions which they had received from thek enemies, who 
had destroyed their hunting, wayLiid their w omen and 
children, and called them cowards. He was succeeded 
by the next oldest, who recounted the bravery of their 
fathers, and the many battles they had won from those 
with whom they wei:;e going to contend ; then telling 
them if they were now defeated, when the white man was 
with them, it would be injurious to their country and a 
disgrace to themselves, he exhorted them to fight val- 
iantly. This chief was succeeded by several others, who 
endeavoured by their eloquence to inspire their young 
men with courage. 

After this they all rose, and sang their war song in a 
loud tone of voice ; it was quick, and in many parts not 
unmusical, and they beat exact time with their feet and 
hands. ' 

They now all formed themselves into a straight line, 
the old men at the head. After marching twice round 
tlie square, the old men and women filed oft' for the chief's 
wigwam, but the young ones continued on to the centre 
of the square. Musical instruments were now produced, 
aild preparations made for dancing. It commenced by a 
young man and woman leading off", who danced for some 
time, and were then ioined bv others. Their dancing 
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then jumping up and down, witfi a liarsh noise made by 
the clapping of their hands. 

The dance hisctd Ibr some time, when the young men 
disappeared ; they soon returned, habited in their war 
dress, and painted mcjst hideously. On their appearance 
the girls retired* and left them in possession of the ground- 
They commenced their ceremonies by singing and hide- 
ous jestures, which lasted near an hour ; they then as- 
semhlrfl in a cu-cU\ and commenced dancing witli the 
most wild and savage manner I ever saw. I understood 
this was their war dance, and was always performed be- 
fore they gave an enemy batde ; it continued till a late 
hour, when they separated for the night. 

In the morning early, they all assembled for the pur- 
pose of invoking their gods, which being done, and three 
hogs being offered by way of sacrifice, we departed. 
After a tedious march, we encamped for the night with* 
in about seven miles of our enemies. 
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CHAP- XII. 

Success" of the Indian enterprbe — Peace concluded — 
Description of the manner, in which they concbidc a 
treaty — Some account of this nation — curious manner 
of counting— Author leaves the Yorotees — Description 
of them— Striking similarity bettveen many of their 
religious ceremonies and those of the ancient Jexps — ^ 
Comparison of ancient prophecies in relation to the In- 
dians — General observations. -'^ 

.On the 12th of May we awoke early ^ and started on our 
expedition. The Indians were now very cautious in their' 
proceedings, advancing but slowly, and I had an oppor- 
tunity to view the country, which abounded in all kinds 
of wild fruits and flowers, with lofty trees whose heads 
were covered with perpetual verdure. The soil appeared 
to be a black loam intermixed with a reddish kind of 
earth, and it is certainly the richest I ever saw. 

About noon some of our scouting parties returned^ 
bringing information that the enemy were drawn up in 
battle array about half a mile distant. At this informa- 
tion our party halted, ahd a council of , war was held. I 
now advanced, and beckoning with my hand that 1 wish-^ 
cd to be heard, they immediately took me to the centre of 
the circle, and listened with profound attention. I told 
them I wanted sixty of their bravest warriors to accom^ 
pany me, and that with these I would beat thpir enemies. 
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The sixty warriors were soon selected, and were the 
stoutest and bravest in the whole tribe : besides their 
arms, they had a kind of shield which I had not before 
noticed ; it consisted of buffalo skin cut in a circular 
form, eight or ten pieces of which, being pounded hard, 
were fastened together with thongs : it was calculated to 
resist the force of an arrow, and was a considerable de- 
fence to them in time of battle. I directed Edom to take 
the pistol, with balls, &c. whilst I carried the rifle, which 
was loaded with a brace of balls. An old chief, who knew 
where the enemy were encamped, undertook to conduct 
us to them. I told the warriors that when I gave the 
signal, they must advance and give their enemies battle, 
and when they were all drawn out, I would fire and rout 
them ; to this they consented. 

In about an hour we were nearly up with the encamp- 
ment of the enemy, and could hear them singing and 
dancing ; and in a few minutes we heard a yell, by which 
we knew we were discovered. We now advanced briskly 
to the contest, and on coming to a hollow I placed Edom 
in it, telling him to take a favourable opportunity and 
sally out among them. A little further on, I espied the 
natives advancing in order of battle : I now halted, and 
placing myself behind a tree, told the Indians to advance, 
and after the first discharge of arrows to retreat near to 
the tree where I stood. I saw it would be more advan- 
tageous for Edom to join me, and therefore beckoned for 
him to come up. In a few minutes I heard the yell of 
both parties, and saw the arrows flying in the air. Our 
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brought him to the ground. I now took iny pistol and 
fired again, when another fell. This created consternation 
and amazement' among them : they heard a noise, saw 
their chief fall, but could not see any appearance of what 
hurt himi I soon had loaded nfliy piece, and our Indians 
being anxious to advance, I put myself at their head. 
We charged with quickness, and on coming within fifty 
yards of the enemy, I levelled and brought two of them 
to the ground : at the same time the Indians rushed for- 
wards with horrid yells, and their enemies fled on all sides. 
They pursued them for some time, and then returned and 
fell to plundering their camp, and setting fire to their wig- 
wams. The scalp of the chief was presented to me, but 
I refused to take it, telling them it was not good. 

The Indians found large quantities of plunder, which 
detained them till a late hour to collect ; we then all set 
out for our encampment. When we arrived within 
about half a mile, they set up a loud and tremendous 
noise, and were in a short time answered by all those 
who were waiting for us ; it consisted in a kind of song 
which they chanted with much vehemence, reciting the 
praises of the warriors w^ho had fallen in battle, their own 
valour, and the many dangers they had incurred. 

When w^ returned to the village Ave were received 
with great demonstrations of joy by all tlie women, who 
came out to meet us, dancing and singing. I was very 
much caressed by the old chief 's daughters, who seemed 
highly pleased at some presents I had made them of beads, 
and were continually crying Tee^ tecy with much satis- 
faction. 
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to fight them any more, and that they would sue fep 
peace in a few days. He was not mistaken, for on the 
liext day an Indian chief from this tribe was brought in,, 
who said that it was the wish of the nation to havp peace ; 
that they had never wished to go to war, but for tte chief 
who was now dead, whoy had an enmity against them fc«? 
killing his father. The old man then told him, that on 
the moiTOw he would assemble all the chiefs, and that 
they must have four of theirs, to agree on ternis ; he then 
departed. 

On the next morning they all assembled jound a large 
fire, neariy in the sarne order they did when they set out 
fear war, except that the chiefs from the other tribe wctc 
placed in the middle. They smoked the pipe of peace, 
and each chief made a short speech, in which he declared 
in flie name of his nation he had no desire to go to war ; 
this being done, they all fell to dancing, which lasted for a 
considerable time. 

When they had finished dancing, they went to feasting 
on a buffalo which had been killed and roasted for the qc- ^ 
casion.. After they had syifficiently satisfied their hunger, 
they arose and c«ice more smoked the pipe 6f i>eace, ali 
standing and looking towards the west ; after this tRey 
shook hands and parted. Thus was a war concluded 
which threatened the loss of hundreds in the contest, with 
the loss of only fourteen or fifteen, and secured to me the 
gratitude and esteem of the nation. 

The nation which I have just had occasion to men- . 
tion, according to the information 1 have received from 
the old man, contains in all about five thousand souls. 
They are situated about eighty miles fi*om the Red river,, 
about south southwest, on a lake called by the natives 
T^zapotecas ; their country is fertile^ abounding in 
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good pasttires, which feed immense herds of buJFalo and 
deer* ; some antelbpes are likewise to be found in the 
country, the skins of which are 3een in plenty among the 
n^ves. They are a warlike j)eOJ)le, and fond of plun^ 
der, making frequent ihcursioiis upcai the neighbouring 
tribes ; they are stout, rbbust, and well made, being all 
of theni near six feet in height. 

Their marrikge ceremonies are somewhat singular, and 
deserve to be related. When a young man is desirous of 
obtaining a wife, he goes out, kills a buffalo, and then 
proceeds to tlie hut of his sweeth^rt ; he now sets up a 
lamentable howl, which he continues tor some time ; at 
last the damsel appe^s with a large stick, with which she 
beats him for some time, he standing entirely still ; when 
she is tired she desists, and he goes his way. This b 
continued for some time, and if the lover appears not to 
flinch from the beating, ^e at last lays down the stick, 
and sets herself at his feet ; the old people then come out 
and invite him into the hut, which he for some time re- 
fuses, but at length consents. On the next day the mar^ 
riage is solemnized, and he carries her to his hut. 

I now thought of proceeding on my journey^ and ac- 
quainted the chief with my intention, telling him I must 
proceed. He seemed very loth to have me leave them, 
and pressed ine to stay a little longer : I told him it was 
impossible. I found we should have to return nearly to 
the place where we first met the Indians, before we should 
be enabled to proceed on our journey. I directed Edom 
to put every thing in readiness, that we might depart oil 
the next day : he was much joyed at this, for however 
well treated by the Indians, he did not like to be among 
|hetn. 
Early in the motning we were both mounted, having 
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had the good luck to procure another horse : althougit 
they were very scarce, and held in high estimation by the 
natives, yet they spared me one in consideration of my 
services to them. We were accompanied by the old 
chief and several of the natives, wha seemed sorry at our 
departure. When we came near to the place where they 
must leave me, they all stopped, took me by the hand, 
and shook it affectionately. They then conunenced 
singing in a low and plaintive tone, which lasted for some 
time ; the old man then advanced, threw a string of wam- 
pum around my neck, eiiibraced me, and we p^ed. 

I was much affected by this attention on the part of 
the savages ; it was sincere ; th^y felt what they express- 
ed ; and I could not help co.n>paring it with the conduct 
of , many of those wjio call themselves civilized, and who, 
while professing sentiments of esteem and regard, are at- 
tempting to do a serious injury. 

I proceeded on my way, steering as nearly as possible 
^ southwest by a westerly course, in order to strike anoth- 
er tribe of Indians, fron^ whom I expected to collect some 
considerable information relative to that part of the coun- 
try. W^ proceeded without meeting with any thing 
worthy of notice until night, when we encamped, having 
come eighteen miles. 

The Indians which we had just left, are called the Yo- 
rotees* They are small^ in stature, but well built, and 
their women handsome. Their clothing is made of the 
skins of beasts, or of feathers sewed together : it consists 
of two pieces, one of which reaches from the waist to thq 
knees, and the other is thrown loosely over the shoulders^ 
Their huts are simple in their , construction, being foui: 
poles set in the earth, which ajce tied at the top and cover- 
ed with the leaves or bark of trete, T^ieir householdt 
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mi*niture consists of a few gourds, some leaves, and a 
stick, with which they strike fire. In their religious cere- 
monies they are very superstitious, like all otlier nations 
who are ignorant of revelation. They have three gods, 
the principal of which is called Tetewee) to him they 
offer sacrifices of hogs, and the first firuits of the season. 
^ In travelling through different tribes of Indians, I have 
had opportunity to notice many singularities in their reli- 
gious worship, which approach near to that of the' an- 
cient Jewish religion : singular as this may appear, it is a 
faQt which requires investigation, and is highly deserving 
the attention of the learned. In this particular tribe I ob- 
served many strong traits of Jud^sm ; they circumcise 
their children ; in their religious ordinances they have 
their high-priest, and in a small house is kept an ark, 
which it is death for any one to touch but the hagh-priest. 
They have likfewise three towns which are considered 
sacred, and if any one kills another and flees to these pla- 
ces of refuge, he is safe and none dare disturb him. 
They have also, like the Jews, three principal festivals ; 
one is after their hunting is over, when they all assemble, 
bringing with them their old stock which has remained 
over the season, and laying it in a pile, when it is set fire 
to and consumed ; they now observe a fast of three days, 
denying every indulgence, and forgiving all their ene- 
mies. ^The next day after the fast is closed, the high- 
priest lights a fire by rubbmg dry wood together, from 
which every dwelling is supplied with the sacred flame. 
The scene now changes ; hilarity and mirth reign ; new 
firuits and meats are broifght forward, and three days are 
spent in dancing and amusement. 

These circumstances are no less interesting than true, 
und desef ve the serious consideration of the curious. In 
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many of the prophecies mentioned in the Old and NeW 
Testimients, respecting tlie Jews, there is a striking simi* 
larity. It was said to tlie Israelites, " And they that are 
left of J ou skill pine away in their iniquity in your ene- 
mies' lands ; the land of your enemies shall eat you up.'^ 
LevH. chap, xxvip And it was very similar with the 
Indians ; the small number of Europeans who first visited 
this country, were, in comparison of the immense popu- 
lation, but as a gniin of sand ; \-et they succeeded in 
forcing tlieir way in spite of all opposition, and though 
the natives were sturdy warriors, nothing but their bones 
are now left to tell to the world that they once existed* 
It vim also observed in regard to the Israelites, that they 
should be offered for sale, and few or none should buy 
them, Deut. ch. xxviii. ; and in the different wars of the 
state of Massachusetts, the Indians were sent in great 
numbers up the Mediterranean, (according to Mr. Hutch- 
inson,) and found few or no purchasers. 

The resemblance of many words in their language, is 
thought by Dr. Edwards to be sufficient to identify tiie 
people. Whether this similarity exists with regard to 
this nation, I cannot say, as I do not understand the lan- 
guage. 

The traditions of this tribe relative to events of the 
eastern continent, and of remote antiquity, are curious, 
and deserving attention. They have traditions wliich 
evidently refer to the creation, the fall of man, the flood, 
the tower of Babel, and the longevity of antediluvian ages. 
They say that in ancient times, their ancestors lived till 
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and the old than has been generally immagined ; and that 
the speculations of different writers relative to the peopling 
of our continent, and their conjectures that it was accom- 
plished in part by the way of Asia, is not without foun- 
dation. 

I shall conclude my observations on this people in the 
language of Dr. Mather Megapolensis, a Dutch mission- 
^, who returned to Europe and published his travels 
some time ago. 

^' How far some of these circumstances are common to 
all nations who approximate to the same state of societ)% 
or how far they may be characteristic of the same people^ 
I presume not to offer an opinion ; but leave it to those 
who have more learning and more time for investigating 
it than myself." 



CHAP. XHL 

Author putsues his journey — Encounters a bear — Ex- 
treme tenacity of life in this animal — Reasons why the 
author wishes to meet with the natives — Observations 
on the decline of the Spanish monarchy — Author kills 
an elk — Description of it. 

I PURSUED my joufney the nextm<MTiing withouft meet- 
ing any obstructions, and about seven o'clock we stopped 
to breakfast -on a large- tortoise my negro had caught in 
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wood. I here perceived a number of ducks, one of 
which I shot, and found it very good meat, although of a 
fishy taste. 

We travelled this day about twenty miles, and encamp- 
ed for the night. The scene around was truly interesting : 
the last rays of the setting sun shone upon the tops of the 
surrounding mountains and trees ; the twilight clad all 
tilings in a livery of gray ; the moon rose with clouded 
majesty, and threw over the darksome scene her silver 
mantle. I contemplated the surrounding objects with awe 
and admiration. All was silent as the hour of death, for 
beasts and birds had retired to their grassy couch or to 
their nests. I felt much depressed in spirits, as I was 
about entering among a tribe of savages with whose char- 
acter, customs, and language, I was wholly unacquainted, 
and was altogether uncertain what reception I should 
meet with from them, which perhaps would be inst^t 
death : but I committed myself to the protection of that 
omnipotent Being who had hitherto directed all my steps ;. 
who had been my guide by day and guard by night, and 
-without whose permission the fierce ihabitant of the 
^vood, and all the savage bands, cannot harm ; I felt that 
I was under His sole protection. Having no friend to 
converse witli, or cheer the melancholy hour, my heart 
sunk within me as my mind reverted to past scenes ; the 
recollection of the friends I had left, the almost trackless 
space that separated me from all my heart held dear, with 
a thousand tender reflections, crowded upon my mind, till 
at length, overpowered with fatigue, I fell asleep, having- 
the cold earth for my bed, and the canopy of heaven for 
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traveller, are the first rays in the east ; yet how much 
more glorious and resplendent does it appear, when, risen 
above the horizon, the sun comes to full view, to cheer 
all nature with his beams; the bloom of spring pre- 
sents itself on every side, and in the enjoyment of its 
fragrance are felt new delights, while e^ ery sorrowful 
idea gradually retires from the bosom. 

We arose and pursued our journey ; we had not trav- 
elled over four miles, when Edom stopped and exclaimed, 
See there, master. I looked, and saw one of the largest 
bears my eyes ever beheld ; he seemed to be of a kind I 
had not before seen, and kept his eyes constintly fixed 
on me ; I stopped and levelled my gun, which was 
loaded with ball. The moment I fired he sprang towards 
me, and I had but just time to get into a tree, when he 
was at my horse's feet ; he seen^ed regardless of him, 
and immediately prepared to ascend the tree. My situa- 
tion was truly dangerous ; fortunately I had my ammuni- 
tion with me, and I set about loading my gun. The 
bear, although severely wounded, was determined to as- 
cend the tree, and I had every thing to fear ; he had not 
seen Edom, who now advanced and levelled at him with 
his pistol ; the ball entered his liings, but so tenacious 
was he of life that he now seemed possessed of more 
strengtli than ever, and seemed determined to ascend the 
tree. My rifle being loaded, I levelled and shot hm\ 
through the head ; he fell to the giound, bellowmg and 
rolling about, and when I descended fi'om the tree he 
had breathed his last. 
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pflF of him, and kept the remainder for the time of need. 
We proceeded on our journey, and encamped for the 
night about ten rnilcs distant from where I killed the bear, 
as it took us some time to skin him, and secure that part 
pf his meat which would be of service to us. 

f he next morning the sky was overcast, and I dreaded 
a storm ; I nevertheless pursued my journey, as I was 
anxious to arrive among those tribes where I had under- 
stood there was something which would amply compen- 
sate me for all my difficulties, toils, and dangers. I had 
travelled about two thousand miles, through an almost 
impassable wilderness, and I felt anxious to obtain some- 
thing which would compensate me for all my sufferings. 

This country abounds in mines and other natural 
riches, and is abundantly furnished with every thing 
which could give peace and plenty to the heart of man, 
and that too without any of his labour. I cannot but ac- 
knowledge, however, that an influx of wealth cannot 
make a people happy ; and that agriculture is better cal- 
culated for it than any other employment which we know 
of. Spain, by the immense sums which it has drawn 
from the mines of Potosi, has been enabled to deluge her 
country with wealth, without however affording it even 
the shadow of happiness. She has become effeminate ; 
agriculture and the line arts are neglected. Many of her 
kings thought tliemselves inexhaustible in wealth, and 
waged long and bloody wars against the different Euro- 
pean nations ; the consequence has been, that she is 
drained of her men and money ; her flourishing manu- 
factures have fallen into decay ; her fleets, which have 
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employed in carrying it on, taken and plundered by ene- 
mies she once despised. 

Such is the present degraded state of a country which 
once furnished the best fleet in Europe ; and whose de- 
cline has been hastened by the immense sums she has 
drawn from the new world. 

Why then, it may be asked, w^as I anxious to procure 
that which had been the source of so many misfortunes^ 
to flourishing nations ? I answer, because, with the ma- 
jority of mankind, I thought that, if used with propriety, 
it could be made the source of happiness, and become a 
real blessing to mankind; as the right application of 
riches cannot but ensure to the possessor the happiness of 
an approving conscience. 

About twelve o'clock it cleared away, and the sun 
shone with brilliancy. The season had now become 
mild and serene, and I w^ rapidly advancing into that 
climate which breathes perpetual spring ; the birds sang 
with the sweetest melody, the trees yielded a rich per- 
fume, and scattered their fragrance over a thousand ^ 
hills. Having travelled about twenty-five miles, we en- 
camped for the night. 

In the morning we were much put to it for the Avant of 
provision, this article having become scarce within a few 
days. We had proceeded about five miles when we 
opened upon a rich meadow, and perceived a small herd 
pf elk grazing, who had not yet observed us ; they were 
the first I had seen during my travels, and I felt anxious 
to get a shot at them. I directed Edom to dismount and 
hold both our horses, whilst I advanced cautiously along 
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did not observe me ; judging I was near enough, I level- 
led my piece and brought one of them to the ground, and 
the others ran off with astonishing rapidity. I advanced 
to the one I had killed, and found him fat and fit for 
roasting. 

As this was the first elk I had an opportunity of seeing, 
I shall give a short description of him. He measured nine 
feet from the end of the muzzle to the root of the 
tail, the head and neck being extended in a line with the 
body ; its height at the shoulder was four feet six inches ; 
length of the head one foot six inches ; length of the fore- 
legs two feet five inches ; length of the neck two feet six 
inches ; its ears measured nine inches, and its tail threes 
Its horns were not palmatic, like those of tlie moose ; they 
were large, and measured about five feet from tip to tip. 
The antlers were round and pointed at the ends, the low- 
ermost forming a curve downward over each eye, to 
which they appeared a defence. Its hair was long, of a 
dark dun colour on the back and sides, and of a dark 
brown on the head and legs. Its eyes were full and lively, 
and below each there was a deep slit about two inches in 
length, the use of wliich I was unable to deteraiine. They 
are very lively and active, of great strength of body and 
limbs ; their hoofs are short and like those of a calf ; the 
division between them is less than in those of the reindeer, 
and when the animal is in motion they do not make a rat- 
tling noise. They have no mane, but the hair under the 
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CHAP. XIV- 



Description of the country — Author meets two Indian hunt- 
ers — Manner of their taking bifffah — Author gots with 
them to their tribe — Friendly reception from the chief 
of the Mnaeedem — Singular treatment received 6tf 
Edam — Preparations of the natives for a grand hunt — 
Author accompanies tltetn — Constemation of the In- 
dians at seeing firearms. 

W^E had now a sufficiency of provision, which would 
enable us to travel some days ; and I felt anxious to arrive 
among a tribe of Indians, from whom I expected to re- 
ceive valuable information. I found by examining my 
maps that I had already deviated a considerable distance 
from the direct road to Mexico ; and owing to the trou- 
bles which were daily taking place in that fine country, I 
determined to take a circuitous route, and explore the 
western part of that country which borders on Mexico, 
previous to entering the Mexican empire. 

We pursued our journey imtil we came to a broad 
stream, over which we swam our horses, and entered inta 
a country which was more mountainous and woody than 
any I had seen : the wood principally consisted of black 
ash, sycaiiiore, black walnut, hickor}^ and lofty magno- 
lias ; indeed this is the common growth of the country^ 
although there are many other sorts, but not in J)lenty- 
Amone^ the number which I saw was the cork tree, some 
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camped at night, after having come about twenty-five 
miles. 

In the morning I was awaked by Edom, who informed 
me that he heard a noise as of some one singing. I im- 
mediately arose, and made such preparations as were ne- 
cessary, fearing I should have to contend with an enemy. 
As it was daylight, I tliought it best to pursue our jour-' 
ney. We had not gone far when I perceived a smoke, 
which appeared to be at no great distance, and exacriy in 
our track. I examined my rifle and pistol, putting my- 
self in readiness to meet an enemy. In a few minutes an 
opening in the trees discovered to me two Indians, who 
had not as yet seen us. We advanced with caution, be- 
ing fearful of giving alarm ; in a few minutes they per- 
ceived us, and seemed much struck with surjDrise. I held 
out my hand, and endeavoured by signs to convince them 
that I was friendly disposed. 1 dismounted my horse, 
and advanced towards tliem : they eyed me with distrust, 
but did not attempt to run away. When I came near I 
offered my hand, which one of them advancing took hold 
of, seeming much jpleased with me. 

I now conversed with them by signs, endeavouring to 
leam how far it was to the next tribe of Indians, and to 
what tribe they belonged ; they told me their tribe was 
distant three days' journey, and was the nearest tribe by 
many miles ; that they had been out a hunting, and were 
now returning home. I found to my surprise that 1 had 
deviated a considerable distance fi'om the course I had in- 
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they set about arranging their hunting apparatus and pre- 
paring to return. 

I found they had killed about fourteen buiFalo, nine 
bears, and three elk ; the natives inform me that these 
last animals are caught with difficulty ; and it is very 
seldom they get more than three or four of them during 
the season. The buffalo are numerous, and more easily 
ensnared ; their manner of taking them is singular and 
"worthy of description. 

The traps are composed of trees laid one upon another, 
to the height of about six feet, forming a square of about 
fifty feet on each side. X}n that side where they intend 
the animal shall enter, a quantity of earth is laid, to the 
height of the construction, so as to form an easy ascent of 
about twenty feet. A number of branches of trees are 
placed from each side of the front, in a straight line from 
the raised hill, for about one hundred feet in length, con- 
tinually increasing in width, so that the exterior end ex- 
ceeds two hundred feet. A number of poles about six- 
teen feet in length are placed at about fourteen feet from 
each other, with a piece of buffalo dung on the top, and 
in a straight line from the boughs abovementioned. At 
the foot of these poles, the hunter always lies concealed 
to keep the animal in a straight direction, being wrapped 
in a buffalo skin. These poles are placed alike on each 
side, always increasing in breadth from one side to the 
other, and decreasing as the animal approaches tlie pound. 
When these traps are thus made, the hunters set off and 
find a herd of buffalo, which they drive easily along till 
they arrive in the vicinity of the pound ; then one of them 
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within the exterior line of poles ; if any attempt to go 
out, which is frequently the case, they iire prevented by 
the hunters'* shakinfi- their buffalo hides, wliich drives 
them forward ; so that at last tliey arrive at tlie pound, 
and fall headlong one upon another, some breaking their 
necks, backs, &c. ; and now the confusion bcconiefi t^en- 
eral, and although the pound is Jio more than 5iix feet 
high, none will make their escape- 
On the morning of tlic next day, the Indians being 
ready, . we commenced oiiv jnuniejj and ])rocceded 
through a thick forest of lnU and state]} trees, after which 
we opened upon an extensive plain. We saw nothing 
worth mentioning, and at night encamped, having come 
thirty miles. 

The Indians told me they were of the Mnacedeus tribe ; 
that they had been out. about twelve days, and that they 
were returning on account of a grand hunting match, 
which they said was given in consequence of the marriage 
of their chief's daughter. 

The next morning we started early, and had proceeded'^ 
a considerable distance, when Edom's horse became so 
lame that it was with difficulty he could get along. Un- 
derstanding that there \vere plenty of horses in their tribe, 
I thought it best to leave our lame one, and mount Edom 
behind one of the Indians, who had offlred to take him 
up. This being arranged, we proceeded along through 
fine level plains, which abounded in all the fruits connnon 
to this country. At night we encamped, havh)g come 
about twenty-eight miles. 

The country through which we now passed was level, 
bounded on both sides hv hlik whirh or.u]u:\\Ur ^wrt-]} 
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places a clayey kind of earth, which appeared well calcu- 
lated for grain of any kind. 

In the course of this day's journey I picked up some 
pieces of mica and some quartz, which are not common 
in this part of the country. The natives inftwrmed me 
that there were stones of a shining appearance and very 
hard, in a mountain about a day's journey from tl:ieir vil- 
hge ; this mountain I was< determined to visit, and to 
examine the stones for myself, if I could obtain the con- 
sent of the natives. 

The next morning die Indians awaked me early, and 
we proceeded on our journey without any thing remarka- 
ble taking place, until after we entered a defile of the 
mountains, where \ve found the road very bad, and were 
under the necessity of leading our horses. About 4 
o'clock we came up to the village, where we were re- 
ceived by all the natives, who were drawn out to see us ; 
from the curiosity that was excited, I judged that a great 
part of them had never seen a white man before. They 
conducted me to the chief, who I found habited in a deer 
skin, which was thrown over his shoulders, with a head 
dress of feathers, and ear-rings made of bone. He re- 
ceived me very courteously, and after, shaking me by the 
hand, enquired by signs from whence I came. I gave 
him to understand that I had come a great ways from the 
southeast, and was going towards a nation of whites at . 
a great distance off. He seemed satisfied with my an- 
swers, and directed me to a hut where I found plenty of 
refreshments. 

My negro underwent a much closer investigation ; h^ 
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the black ; when they found this impossible, they would 
go off a great distance, set up a loud laugh, and dance up 
to him with great good humour. The old chief called 
him into his tent, and would have made him sleep at liis 
feet, had not Edom told him he must keep with his mas- 
ter and take care of him, to Avhich the old chief very, 
readily ctmscnted. 

The i>ntion were all busy in tlicir prepaiaiions for a 
hunt, wlMch was to take place in a few days, and in which 
all the great men and warriors were to be engaged. It 
was given, as I was made to understand, in consequence 
of a marriage which had been solemnized a few days be- 
fore, between the principal warrior of the tribe, and the 
chiePs daughter. The warrior was a tall, stout, well 
made Indian, of a rather lighter complexion than the 
others, which I was told was occasioned by his being 
born of a woman who did not belong to their tribe ; it 
being customary among them to adopt tlic prisoners taken 
in w^r, and marry them the same as their own children* 
He was called scalper^ which upon inqiiirj^ I found was a 
name he had assumed sinct; he b^^camc a JTianj it being 
customary for them to ha^ e w name given, ^vhich they are 
imder the necessity of retaining until they perform some 
exploit either in hunting or war which will entitle them to 
take a new name, when tliey iire admitted into tlie conn- 
cil of warriors with great ceremony. They choose what 
name they please, which generally has some reference to 
;i distinguished action dicy have performed. This man 
A\ as called scalper ^ on account of his having taken sixty- 
ihrec scalps in one day from a nation with whom tliey were 
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melancholy in her countenance, which induced me to think 
she was not entirely happy in her new husband ; and he 
had a savage look which was far from being pleasing, and 
more so than the natives of this tribe generally have. 

On the morning of the fourth day after piy arrival, 
being the i6th of July, 1812, they sat out on their hunt- 
ing excursion. The party consisted of all the chief war- 
riors and young men of five of their principal towns, and 
amounted in all 'to about one thousand. They were 
srmed with spears and arrows. Their spears were about 
fourteen feet in lengtli, made of a kind of wood which I 
did not know the name of ; the tree grows to tlie height 
of five and twenty feet, and has small sharp pointed leaves. 
The spears are pointed at the end ivith bone, which is 
very sharp and smooth. Their arrows are made of white 
oak, about six feet long, and those used for hunting arc 
blunted so as not to iAjure the skin of those birds they 
kill; tli.ose used for war are pointed, and dipped in a 
poisonous kind of liquor. 

We had about eight miles to go to the place where 
ihey expected to find their game, which was through a 
wood, thick and almost impassable. At last we arrived 
in the neighbourhood of a pond about a mile in extent, 
around which the land was clear ; in tlie middle of the 
lake there was a small island, which was tlilckly studded 
with woods, and where there w^is plenty of game ; but 
there were no canoes, and I waited with impatience to see 
in what manner they would kill their game at the distance 
of an hundred and fifty yards, and where tlie birds had 
the benefit of thick trees to shade them from their eae- 
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considered a great hunter, and received the loudest ap- 
plause, 

I liLid I)rought my musket, whicli in fact was never out 
of my hands day nor niglit, and I judged I should be en- 
abled not only to amuse the natives, but to give them a 
high opinion of my consequence. I had not as yet fired 
my gun, and I judged very few of these Indians liad 
ever seen fireiirms before. They made se\ cral attempts 
ivith tlicn arrows and spears, which, though directed with 
gi'cat exactness, were nevertheless unsuccessful. I now 
had a fine opportunity of showing my dexterity, as a deer 
of the largest size came to the beach to drink ; several 
arrows were discharged, which did not reach their object, 
nor alarm him. I levelled my gun, and as he raised his 
head, fired; he fell, and the noise of the piece rolled 
along the hills, and re-echoed from every cavern. I look- 
ed around me, but not an Indian was to be seen ; they 
had fled with precipitation. At last the old chief ven- 
tured to make his appearance, and after contemplating me 
for some time, advanced and asked me if the Great Spirit 
was any more angry. I felt my risible faculties so strong- 
ly excited by this question, that I had much difficulty in 
keeping from laughing. I assured him he had nothing 
to fear, and directed him to call his companions. In a 
few minutes they all appeared, but with astonishment 
marked in their countenaiKcs ; they approached me with 
caution, and kept a suspicious eye upon my gun. I now 
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handed it to his son-in-law, who, after viewing it for some 
time, returned it to me, telling me by signs I must fire 
again. I accordingly loaded my gun, and in a few min- 
utes, seeing four ducks on the wing, fired, and brought 
three of them iiow^n ; when I fired the Indians all stopped 
their ears and shut their eyes. 

After getting the ducks, the chief directed the hunters 
to move on to an' open plain, and there to hunt the bufik- 
lo ; this was to be done on horses, some going on, one 
side , and some on the other, whilst those that remained in 
the rear were to keep the game from escaping. The chase 
soon began, and was conducted with great skill by the 
Indians, who were armed with a long spear, and rode 
without a saddle. This manner of taking gapie, however, 
is not so safe nor so quick, as with the traps, and is never 
practiced but upon particular occasions, when they wish 
to show their horsemanship^ which is far fi*om being con- 
temptible. 



CHAP. XV. 

Author sets out for a larger village of the Mnacedeus — 
Observes strong marks of a Welch origin in this tribe — 
Similarity of their marriages and funerals with those 
of the Welch — Author hears of a white man who is 
among them — Finds considerable platina in their pos- 
session — Ineffectual attempts to discover where they 
procure it — Feigns himself sick— rCurious treatment. 
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frpm the chief to visit it. He sent an Indian with me, 
with orders to the cWef of the village to use me well and 
take special care of my propcrt) . 

I hrid understood from Dr. Sibley, when I was in 
Natchitoches, that a number of travellers in our western 
territories had asserted, that tliere was a strong similarity 
bet^vecn the Indian languagCj and many words of the 
Welch^ which had led to conjectures that it was probable 
they Ivdd descended liTini emigrants from that country, 
many years before its discovery by Columbus. I had 
been very careful in my inquiries among the different 
tribes I had occasion to visit ; but had obtained no satis- 
faction as yet relative to so important a point. 

When I arrived in this village I perceived something 
which struck me very forcibly as being different from any 
thing I had before seen in any Indian town ; and being 
always attentive to things which had a singular appear- 
ance, I ^set about making such observations as would lead 
to a discovery of the cause. There is a striking similar- 
ity between their customs and those of the Welch ; 
exclusive of this, they have printed books among them, 
which are preserved with great care, they having a tradi- 
tion that they were brought tliere by their forefathers. 

Besides this, many of dieir customs are very similar ; 
their marriage ceremonies, for instance, which I had an 
opportunity of seeing. After the couple are married, a 
spot of ground is selected, and each one of the male rela- 
tions contribute in forming a hut for the young couple, 
while the care of fumisliing it is left to the female rela- 
tions. In their funeral ceremonies there is something 
which approaches near to that of the Welch. Each one 
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to do tlieirduty towards him. Now these circumstances^ 
I am well aware, are not conclusive testimony, but the 
similarity is very striking. In the marriages of the 
Welch, according to the Rev. Dr. Bingley,. they make a 
collection to defray the expenses of the occasion, and aid 
the new married couple ; in their funerals, it is customary 
after prayer for four of the nearest kin to tlie corpse to 
carry it to the grave. I did not understand the Welch 
language, or I should have been enabled to have thro\^^ 
more light upon so interesting a subject. The books 
appeared very old, and were evidently printed at a time 
when there had been very little improvement made in the 
casting of types, I obtained a few leaves from one of the 
chiefS) sufficient to have thrown light on the stibject ; but 
in my subsequent disputes with the Indians I lost them^ 
and all my endeavours to obtain more were ineffectual. 

Upon my return to Natchitoches, communicating the 
above information to some gentlemen whom I met at Dr* 
Sibley's, one of them assured me that about two years 
before he conversed with a Welch gentleman who had 
been employed by the Hudson bay company, and had 
been recently in the vicinity of the Red river, that he there 
met Indians whose dialect he well understood ; whose 
women were much fairer than ordinary, and qiany of 
whose customs agreed with those of his own country ; 
that hft too had been shov>ai a printed book, but could not 
read it, owing as he thought to its being of so ancient a 
date ; all his attempts to procure it were ineffectual. 

I offer these accounts to the public without any com- 
rnents : they are vague, and in many parts unsatisfactory ; 
but certain it is, if these are facts, it demands the serious 
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reasons which cause mankind to degenerate w^ien left to 
themselves. ' . , 

The only historical information which serves to throw 
any light upon Ae subject, is an account given by Mr. 
Powell, in his History of Wales, which relates, that in the 
twelftli century, Madoc, the youngest son of Madoc ap 
Shenkin, weary of contending for his father's crown, left 
his country, and sailed from Walesa due west course till 
he discovered an unknown country. That he afterwards 
returned^ and made such favourable report of the land as 
induced numbers to embark with him. He returned 
again to his country, and saileli a third time, and has never 
been heard of since. 

For some days after my arrival I was quit6 unwell, 
wliich was the only sickness . I had experienced for 
some months. I found the chief with whom I now 
lived a man about forty years of age, stout^ and weH 
made, though not tall ; he was married, and had three 
children^ all daughters- One of his ^ daughters were 
married to a young warrior who had been wounded in 
battle and had not yet recovered. He told me that many 
moons ago tliere came among them a white man, who 
wished to stay and become one of them ; that they gave 
him a if ife ; that he was now livings but gone on a hunting 
party. I felt anxious to see this man, as much from cu- 
riosity as any thing ; for what rational beings thoilght T^ 
who had been accustomed to the sweets of civilized soci- 
ety> would wish to leave their haunts and join a horde of 
savages. 

In my observations on the women, I perceived some 
very fine pieces of metal which looked like platina ; l/ 
enquired of the natives where they got it, but could g^ 
no satisfactory answer, as they always appeared to eva^lfe 
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the question whei>ever it was put to them. X neverthe- 
Jess determined to discover it if possible, as the vahie of 
the discovery would amply repay me fpr all my dangers 
and disappointments. 

These Indians, although they did not seem acquainted 
with white men, yet appeared to understand that the pri- 
jnary cause of all the misfortunes which had attended the, 
aboriginal inliabitants, was their having mines in their 
country which were sought after by the whites. Fearing 
that they might fall a prey to this avarice and rapacity, 
they had determined to keep their mines a secret and dis- 
cover them to no one ; I, however, trusted still to chance, 
and as I saw enough of the metal and. other circumstances 
to convince me there were mines in their tribe, and that 
too of considerable extent, I was determined to remain 
among them for some time at least, in order to discover 
them. 

I found it would be necessary, in order to remain 
^mong them without suspicion, that I should feign myself 
3ick ; accordingly one night about 12 o'clock I sent for 
the old chief, and appeared in violent distress, I told 
him I was unwell, and requested something, which would 
relieve my pain. He immediately commenced rubbing 
my temples, applying warm stones to my feet, and en- 
deavoured to get me into a profuse perspiration. After 
about half an hour's attendance, finding I was easier, he 
Jeft me, but in the morning returned, attended by one of 
the priests, who acted as a physician ; he took out of a 
small bag some dried leaves, which he pulverized very 
fine in his hand ; then taking a small piece of fat of a 
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throwing stones into it ; after it was sufficiently hot, he 
threw in a quantity of herbs, and covered it over with a 
piece of bear skin. He now drew me towards the lire, 
and after stripping off my shirt, he anointed my b^ack with 
the ointment he had made, rubbing it with such violence 
as to force drops of sweat from my face. He now opened 
a gourd which contained some tea, and gave me to drink 
plentifully of it ; tliis threw me into a profuse sw^eat. I 
jfelt a drowsiness, and in a few minutes after he had left 
me I fell into a profound sleep. 

When I awoke I found myself much weakened, and 
on my attempting to stir I was ^o sore as rendered it im- 
possible. In a few minutes the chief and the doctor en- 
tered, who enquired how I did. I assured him I was 
better, but cbmplained of being very sore. He then 
looked at my back, and without saying one word, applied 
more ointment. I expostulated, but all in vain ; he 
seemed to pay np regard to my entreaties, and by the 
next morning I found my back asTiaw as a piece of beef, 
which , confined me to my hut for about three weeks. 
During my confinement, the chief and the doctor visited 
me constantly, and seemed by their attentions to be anx- 
ious for my recovery, although when I complained of my 
back they would shrug up their shoulders, and smile a^ 
each other. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



Author is introduced to the white man — His account of 
himself— Author gains his confidence and is shown the 
platina mine — Description of it — Author returns to the 
^ town. 

DifRiNG the time of my confinement I saw no one but 
the old man, the priest, who acted as doctor, and my 
faithful negro. I understood that the white man had re- 
turned from hunting, but was not permitted to see him 
until my recovery ; this was very slow, owing to the ex- 
treme soreness of my back, for the salve which my doc- 
tor made use of had drawn more violently than any of our 
cantharidcs. 

In about three weeks I was allowed to leave my hut, 
which was attended with some ceremony, in the evening 
the young women assembling and dancing before my hut, 
as a sign of joy at my recovery. The next morning I 
was conducted to a hut in which sat a number of Indians, 
and after remaining there some time was asked if I did 
not see any one who looked like a white man. I now 
examined every one with attention, but could see no one 
who appeared different from the Indians. At last the 
man arose, took me by the hand, and spoke to me in 
Eng:lish, rendered almost unintellis:ible bv disuse. I an- 
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ceiving me to look at him with an eye of curiosity, he 
told me that he would readily tell me what had induced 
him to leave civilized society, if I would promise not to 
tell the Indians, nor shun him while I remained among 
them ; to tliis I agreed, and he seated himself and began 
as follows : 

" My name is Davis ; I was born in one of tjie north- 
ern states, but shall avoid particularizing where, as my 
relatives have long thought me dead. My parents, in my 
early days, endeavoured to instil into my mind the sentiv 
ments of religion, and gave me such an education as 
their circumstances would permit. My temper was vio- 
lent, and even in my younger years would break out with 
such fury, as at times to alarm my father and mother. 
They would expostulate with me, and endeavour to con- 
vince me of my error ; but I seldom listened to their ad- 
monitions, and would frequently, as soon as diey were 
out of sight, make game of them, and turn their good 
advice into ridicule. It was my disobedience and con- 
tempt of my parents' commands, which laid the founda- 
tion of all my future mbfortunes. 

" At an early age I left my parents and went to sea. I 
had not been^ out but about twelve days when a violent 
storm arose, which in a few hours reduced our vessel to 
such a) wreck as made it necessary for us to take the boat. 
In this situation we drifted about for three days, when, we 
were picked up by an English sloop of war, and imme- 
diately seized upon and compelled to do duty on board 
this vessel. I shall pass over the hardships and difficul- 
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risen from the dead, and freely forgave me all tjie tears 
and anxiety I had caused them. 

" My mind was softened by the caresses and kind ex- 
pressions which I received from my parents, and when I 
contrasted it with the late cruel treatment I had received 
on board of British ships, I resolved never to offend nor 
grieve them more. For some time I kept my resolu- 
tions ; but alas, the instability of all human resolutions ; 
those caresses which had made me resolve to conduct 
with propriety, and govern my temper, were soon treated 
with contempt, and too often I repaid their expressions of 
kindness with rudeness and disdain^ 

*^ I now paid my addresses to a young woman of the 
most amiable temper, who lived about a mile from my 
father's. She was handsome ; and what was more, her 
mind was cultivated, her temper sweet, and she possessed 
all those qualities which adorn her sex, and render them a 
blessing to mankind. My mother saw my attachment 
With approbation, and felt anxious that I might attain a 
woman of so sweet a temper, in hopes that it would 
soften and ameliorate my own ; alas ! little did she think 
of the wretchedness it wolild bring upon one who was 
worthy of havmg her path strewed with flowers- 

" In a short time after we were married, my temper, 
which had kept within bounds, broke out with renewed 
violence, and seemed to have gained fresh strength from 
having been so long smothered. My wife bore it with 
meekness and resignation, and if ever she murmured it 
was in secret ; when before me, her face was always clad 
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had two children ; they were lovely as their mother, and 
seemed to inherit all her good qualities. My temper 
grew worse and worse, if it were possible, and at length 
my wife told me, in mild terms, that if I continued to 
conduct myself in such a manner, she should be under 
the necessity of leaving me ; at this I flew at her with vi- 
olence, and gave her several blows which she bore with 
meekness ; my oldest child came accidentally between us, 
and received a blow which laid it dead at my feet. All 
the feelings of the mother were now roused ; she called 
me an inhuman wretch, the murderer of my child, and 
threatened to have me made a public example. This 
roused me from the stupor into which I. had simk 
on seeing my child dead at my feet, and I determined at 
once to rid myself of the only one who could possibly 
bring me to punishment ; I seized her by the hair, and 
in a few minutes she wa3 no more." 

Here he stopped, overcome with his emotion, anci 
covered his face with both his hands. I was so much 
shocked and surprised that it was impossible for me to 
ask him to proceed, or even to utter a syllable. At 
length he recovered, and taking me by the hand, asked 
me if I did not think him a >vretch who ought to be ban- 
ished from all society and ranked among the brutes* 
Before I had time to reply, he exclaimed in a wild and 
frantic manner, " I know you do, and had you known 
my beloved Maria you would call me the greatest mon- 
ster that ever lived : she loved me with tenderness, and 
fiOU0*ht everv onnortunitv of calminp- mv temner nnH rpn- 
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ed him to inform me how he came among these Indians t 
he told me that he immediately left the house, after se- 
curing the doors, taking with him what cash he had on 
hand, his youngest child having been left at his fatlier's 
some days before. He took passage on board a vessel 
bound to New- York, which sailed at 12 o'clock that 
night, and had a very quick passage. On his arrival he 
went on board a vessel bound to New-Orleans, which 
sailed the next day. After his arrival at New-Orleans, he 
engaged with some men who were about ascending the 
Missisippi. On his arrival at the Red river he left them, 
' and proceeded till he found this nation, who had given 
him a fi-iendly reception, and among whom he had con- 
tinued ever since. 

Having heard him with attention until he had finished 
his story, I thought it my duty before I left him to en- 
deavour to con\ince him that his present course of life 
was not calculated to render him happy here or hereafter. 
I therefore seriously expostulated with him, and assured 
him of the mercy which was always extended to those 
who were truly penitent, and who, with the humble pub- 
lican, approached the mercy seat with this prayeir, " God 
be merciful to me a sinner." You may now be enabled, 
said I, by a variety of employments, to drive the thoughts 
of a future state fi-om your mind, and for a time to be- 
come indifferent about yoilr immortal interests ; but this 
will not always be the case ; the period is approaching 
in which conscience, if not quite petrified, will be roused 
firom her torpor — in which she will sound the alarm, and 
the soul, awakened fi*om its sleep, feel the vanity of all 
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of duty — of having passed your life heedless of the coun- 
sels of parental affection, or such as experience or religion 
dictated. It is indeed possible that your mind may be 
diverted from a minute attention to the turpitude of its 
own actions, but the delusion will not last for ever ; a man 
cannot always trifle ; t\it hopr of reflection will obtrude ; 
and if you be determined not to anticipate, you will 
shortly be compelled to realize the period when deception 
and artifice will be impracticable ; when all terrestrial 
scenes will be withdrawn ; when the soul, no longer 
Soothed by flattery, nor seduced by hope, must converse 
with death ; and this too in a moment when the avenues 
of mercy are closed for ever, and in which your affrighted 
soul will have to exclaim in the teiTors of despair, " the 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and I am not 
saved.'' 

He thanked me for my advice, and seemed much af- 
fected. I felt a depression of spirits which it was impos- 
sible for me to overcome, and after assuring him I would 
not impart it to the Indians, or any one who could do hint 
an injury, I departed for my hut, being unable any longer 
to bear a conversation with him. When I entered my 
hut I found the old chief, who had been waiting for me 
some time ; he examined my back, which he found doing 
very well, and in a few minutes after he left me* 

I had been about two months with this tribe, during* 
which time I had made vain endeavours to discover where 
their mine of platina \vas ; all my endeavours to obtaift 
information from the natives had not been attended with 
success. I concluded the white man would be the most 
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fidence by such presents as it was in my power to give, 
and were most likely to meet his attention. 

In a few days I gave him a knife, some strings of 
beads, and showed him a quantity of specie, which I told 
him was at his service ; at the same time drawing him 
artfully into a conversation relative to the mine of platina, 
showing him a> small piece I had procured from one of 
the natives, and requesting him to give me such informa- 
tion as was in his power respecting it. 

He hesitated for some time, and at last observed, that 
if it was known to the natives that he had told me, death, 
and that of the most horrid kind, would be the conse- 
quence. 1 assured him he had nothing to fear on that 
account, as I should be so cautious in all my proceedings 
as to render it impossible for me to be discovered. 
He at last consented, telling me that the Indians only 
worked it occasionally, and that it was situated about 
twenty miles southwest of the town ; that if I had a 
jnind to go he would conduct me, but it would be ne- 
cessary for us to start in the morning before daylight, that 
the natives might not discover us ; I consented, and the 
next morning was appointed for us to commence our 
excursion. 

During the remainder of the day I arranged my affairs, 
and cleaned my rifle and pistol. I directed Edom, in 
case any of the natives should make particular enquiry 
in the morning for me, to tell them I had gone out, a 
thing that was customary, but would return in the course 
of the day. 

I arose the next mornins: about 2 o'clock, and being 
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through the woods, and wound around the foot of the 
mountain. The road soon began to grow steep and diffi- 
cult ; huge and craggy rocks, whose sharp poinjts tore 
our clothes and lacerated our bodies, formed a principal 
part of the road. We proceeded with the greatest diffi* 
culty, leading our horses, and clambering over steep pre- 
cipices that were formed by the fissures of the. rocks. 
After a tedious journey we arrived at the top of one of 
tlie mountains which form this chain, and my guide now 
informed me we were within a short distance of the ob- 
ject of my pursuit. We sat down and rested ourselves 
for some time ; and when the sun arose, hastened to ex- 
plore the mine before we should be missed by the na- 
tives. We soon arrived at its mouth, and began to de- 
scend. I found that the natives had not worked it very 
deep. It was situated at the top of one of those moun- 
tains which skirt the village ; the mountain is very flat for 
near a quarter of a mile, and covered with a rich long 
grass, which is enamelled with a thousand flowers. The 
vein extends from west to east, and is so rich that the 
ptatina may be cut with a knife. Indeed, it would never 
have been worked by the natives had not that been the 
case ; for they have no implements suitable for working 
mines, nor any idea of what is necessary. 

I took several pieces of the metal, which I found to be 
purer than any I had before seen. Davis begged me to 
conceal it in such a manner as tliat it would not be dis- 
covered by the natives, and I assured him I should bury 
it on my return to my hut. 
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piith, when we were met by two Indians who were going 
a fishing. On being told we had been hunting they pass- 
ed us without suspicion, and I reached my hut in safety, 
where I deposited my booty, and set about making ar- 
rangements for another visit to the mine. 



CHAP. XVIL 

jiuthor is detained from visiting the mountain by bad 
weather — Melancholy of the white Indian — Author 
goes to the mine — Betrayed and taken by the natives — 
Examination by the principal chiefs — Sentenced to be 
shot — Rescued by the humanity of the Indian chief ^s 
daughter — Joy ofEdom at my deliverance — Reasons 
why I was betrayed — Verses by the Duchess of Devon- 
shire — Author pursues his journey-^More particulars 
respecting the Mnacedeus tribe — Importance to the 
United States of working mines. 

The next morning it rained with violence; the storm 
continued for four or five days, during which time I had 
no opportunities of visiting the mine, but employed the 
time in arranging my papers, and making particular ob- 
servations on the manners and customs of the natives, the 
construction of their huts, 8cc. 

The white Indian visited me very constantly, and con- 
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he had considerable influence. He appeared to be a man 
of good information, and would many times converse 
with gaiety and good humour. He nevertheless would 
frequently be sunk in the greatest despondency, and set 
with his eyes fixed upcm the ground for hours ; he would 
then start from his seat, rush into the thickest part of the 
woods, and remain for the rest of the day. The Indians 
ceased to be surprised at his conduct, and the old chief 
told me that they thought him troubled by the Great 
Spirit ; I was of their opinion, for he must have felt 
the gnawings of a guilty conscience, which is, to use the 
emphatical language of Scripture, " the worm that never 
dies." 

As soon as the weather became fine I made a journey 
to the mine. The plan I adopted was this : as soon a^ 
the Indians retired to rest, myself and Edom ^vould sally 
forth, and taking our horses which were grazing near the 
skirts of tlie town, proceed with a quick pace till we 
reached the foot of the mountain where the mine lay, 
leave our horses and proceed on foot; and we generally 
succeeded in returning by daylight. 

The white Indian had never been with me to the mine 
since the first time, and never attempted to converse with 
me on the subject ; he would generally visit me once a 
day. He came in one morning about 10 o'clock, unper- 
ceived by me as I was employed in writing; he stood some 
time, and when I turned and discovered him, his counte- 
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In the evening myself and Edom again started for the 
mine ; we had now made three journeys, and judging I 
had as much as we could conveniently carry, was deter- 
mined this should be the last. 

The moon shone with unusual brightness, and I began 
already to anticipate a rich reward for all my labours ; but 
man is bom for disappointments, and the moment his 
cup appears full it is suddenly dashed from his lips, and 
he is constrained to acknowledge that there is no perma- ' 
nent happiness on this terrestrial globe. If we would 
find happiness, we miist look to that brighter and better 
world which has the immediate presence of Him " with 
whom there is no variableness nor shadow of turning.'^ 

I arrived at the mouth of the mine and was preparing 
to descend, when Edom exclaimed that he saw some one 
among the long grass which covered the mountain. I 
immediately seized my rifle, but before I could get it in 
a position to defend myself, I was surrounded by about 
fifty Indians, who immediately seized my gun and bound 
me with thongs of buffalo skin. Edom was less fortu- 
nate, for atttempting to make some resistance, they 
knocked him on the head, and would in all probability 
have dispatched him had it not been for the positive com* 
mand of a chief, who had orders to bring us alive before 
the principal council. 

We were conducted with much silence, the Indians 
scarcely speaking a word. I attempted several times to 
converse with the chief who conducted uSj but was al- 
ways commanded to keep silence. We were conducted 
by a nearer path than the one by which we came, and i^^ 

n short fimp prriv^rl nt -fV^ia xriUnrr#^ iThfair r»nt mP. IFI 
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reflect upon my situation, and expected that nothing but 
the most lingering death awaited me. 

In the morning I was taken from the hut and examin- 
ed by the principal chiefs, who were seated around a fire 
at the door of the old chief ^s hut. Not a person was to 
be seen but the Indians who guarded me and the chiefs who 
formed the council. Profound silence reigned, when the 
old chief began his interrogations. He first inquired the 
cause of my going to the mountain ; I told him I had 
been a hunting a few days before, when I had accidentally 
discovered some metal, and not knowing what it was I had 
gone back to get some and see what was its value. The old 
chief shook his head, and seemed not satisfied with the 
answer. I was asked several other questions, which 
principally related to leaving my country, reasons for 
travelling among them, &c. I answered all of them as 
well as I could, and after being about an hour in their 
presence they conducted me again to my hut. 

The next day I was permitted to remain where I was^ 
I requested leave to see the white Indian, which they 
denied me, alledging as an excuse, that he was sick, and 
could not see me ; my man Edom was however brought 
to the hut, who assured me that he was free, as the In^ 
dians thought that he was aot guilty, and would not have 
gone had it not have been for me. 

On the morning of the third day I was conducted from 
my hut to the great square, where I found every inhab- 
itant of the village who was over fourteen years of age* 
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I was now brought forward, and the old chief addressed 
hie, charging me with a wish to destroy their nation by 
tempting white men to come among them ; he charged 
me with falsehood in telling them that it was the first time 
I had been at the mine, as I had more platina in my hut 
than could be brought away at once ; he uncovered a 
heap that lay at one end of the stage, and showed me all 
I had brought from the mine ; he then told me that I 
must prepare for death as I should be shot in about an 
hour. 

My feelings cannot be described when this informa- 
tion was communicated to me ; but it was grateful to 
me to see that the greater part of the Indians, particu- 
larly the females, were much affected at the severity of 
the sentence ; indeed I had conducted myself with such 
strict propriety, and made the natives such a number of 
little presents that there was not one who had any ill will 
towards me. 

I requested to see Edom, and he was conducted to- 
wards me. When the poor fellow understood I was to 
be shot, he could scarce keep within the bounds of reason ; 
he tore his hair, threw himself upon the ground, and it 
was some time before I could induce him to hearken to 
me ; at last he became more calm. I told him he must 
endeavour to get back to New- Orleans, on my account, 
as I wanted him to carry information to my friends ; I 
told him that after my death he must collect such articles 
as were allowed him of mine, particularly my papers, and 
deliver them to Dr. De Fludcar : he promised me he 
wouM. I then requested him to leave me, as my time 
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He now left me, and I turned my attention to that 
Being in whose hands are the " issues of life and death.'* 
Akhough I had by no means been faithful to the divine 
commands^ and had, in common with all mankind, goiw 
fiir from the jiath which is marked out by strict rectitude 
und i>ropricty, I nevertheless knew he was a God who 
cast none off in tlie hour that they approached his foot- 
stool, and humbh^ asked forgiveness of their transgres- 
sions ; for \vho was to set bounds to Infinite Mercy ? or, 
^vhcrc is the humble, contrite penitent, who went away 
from the temple of Omnipotence, without receiving some 
token of tlic DI\ iiic favour? I prayed with fervency, re- 
lying entirely on God for protection, knowing it was in 
his power to work out my deliverance ; and if it was 
thought necessary for me to bow my head to the king of 
terrors, I exclaimed with the divine Jesus, " Thy w3I 
not mine be done." 

I arose from my devotions with calmness, and awaited 
the determinations of my judges. In a few minutes the 
chief arose, and by a motion of his hand, announced the 
time had arrived when I was to be led to execution ; they 
advanced and bound my hands with thongs ; they then 
led me to a stake, and fastened me to it by another thong; 
six of the natives were arranged in front of me, ready to 
draw their arrows to the head and pierce me to the heart* 
At this moment a circumstance occurred, as unlooked for 
by me, as it was singular and interesting. 

The moment that the arrows were drawn to their 
heads, and the Indians ready to execute their fatal sen- 
tence, the youno^est daughter of the principal chief ad- 
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towards me, and cutting the thong which bound me to 
the stake, with a knife I had given her a few days before, 
she led me forward to the platform on which the chiefs 
sat ; she then addressed them with earnestness, frequently 
pmnting to me and then to the sun. After she had con- 
tinued for some time in this manner, the old chief arose, 
and spoke a few words, when the Indians shouted and 
danced with great violence. They would have advanced 
towards me had not the chief in a loud and commanding 
tone ordered them to desist and retire to their huts ; this 
they did with reluctance. When they had all gone, my 
dcliveiser took me by the hand, and led me to her hut ; 
she gave me some refreshment, but told me 1 must de- 
part on the next evening. I was very glad to hear this, 
^nd told her I should cheerfully comply with any thing 
^e should deem proper^ The exertions of the day had 
much fatigued me, and I felt happy to be left alone. 

It is impossible to describe the joy of Edom at my 
dicliyerance from almost certain death : he had stood at a 
short distance from me, and beheld with silent despair 
the arrows which were to deprive him for ever of my 
guidance and direction ; and he beheld with the most 
lively satisfaction the manner in which I had been res- 
cued. 

It may be necessary for me to account in some manner 
for the detection which caused all my present misfortunes. 
It will be recollected that I mentioned my being seen 
writing by the white man ; he seemed much surprised at 
it, and I observed that in his communications with me 
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and for some time before my being taken up he had 
avoided visiting me, alledging that he was imwell. His 
gloomy and suspicious temper had led him to imagine 
that I was making observations for the purpose of doing 
him an injury ; he therefore resolved to give information 
to the natives of my having discovered their mines, know- 
ing that the consequence of my detection would be im^ 
mediate death. Although I did not see him after my be- 
ing brought from the mine, yet I had reasons for be- 
lieving that he directed all their councils ; and the dis- 
covery of the ore which I had buried sufficiently proved 
it, as it was secreted in such a manner as to elude the 
most rigid scrutiny. 

I remained in the hut all the next day, during which 
time my kind benefactress visited me, and endeavoured, 
by a thousand means, to cheer my spirits ; her kindness 
was truly disinterested, as I had but very little acquaint- 
ance with her, and brought to my mind that interesting 
occurrence which is related by Mr. Park in his Travels 
through the interior of Africa, the leading circumstances 
of which are so beautifully versified by the Duchess of 
Devonshire : 

'' The loud wind roared, the rain fell fast, 
The white man yielded to the blast ; 
He sat him down beneath our tree. 
For weary, sad and faint was he. 

CHORUS. 

The white man shall our pity shai'C ; 
Alas ! no wife or mother's care 
For him the milk or corn prepare. 
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The wind is beard in whispers low. 
The white man far away must go. 
But ever in his mind will bear 
Remembrance of the Degro''s care. 

CHORUS. 

The white man shall our pity share ; 
Alas ! no wife or mother's care 
For him the corn or milk prepare." 

In the evening two of the brothers of my benefactress 
came to the hut, ready to conduct me on my journey. 
My horses having been brought up by Edom, and all 
things being in readiness, we started as soon as the moon 
arose. They conducted me a considerable distance on 
my way, and when they were ready to leave me I made 
them presents of beads and some other articles, with 
which they were highly satisfied. 

I now determined to steer a west southwesterly course, 
as I wished to reach the confines of Mexico, from which 
I was still a considerable distance. It was now the 
12th of October, and I calculated it would take me at 
least two months to reach the place of my destination, as 
in many places the ways were almost impassable. 

Before I proceed I ^vill give a more particular account 
of the Mnacedeus Indians than I have hitherto done : 
tlie country they inhabit is situated about 350 miles 
southeast from Mexico ; the extent of their tribe I was 
never able to ascertain, which was partly owing to my 
ignorance of their language, and partly to a jealousy which 
they hare imbibed a.8:ainst all stran.2:ers. That part of 
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variety of others which I did not particularly notice.) 
The lofty magnolia rears its magnificent head far above 
all others ; it is the most beautiful tree which grows, and 
is deservedly celebrated by travellers and naturalists. 

These Indians have two towns which I saw, one coi)- 
taining about 150 huts, and the other about twice that 
number. The huts are constructed in a neater manner 
than any I liad before seen ; they consist of poles driven 
into the ground a proper distance, in proportion to the 
size of the hut ; these are fastened at the top with strong 
thongs of buffalo hide, or twigs of trees ; they are then 
interlaced with strips of bark, which are rubbed smooth, 
and some of tliem stained with the juice of berries, which 
gives them a very neat appearance. They have a raised 
bench of earth all around tlieir huts, on which they sleep 
at night. Their cooking utensils are few in number, as 
they dry the principal part of their provisions in the air. 

Their arms, marriages, burials, 8cc. I have already 
described, and shall therefore conclude with a few obser- 
vations on the tribe in general. They arc honest, and as 
far as the nature of a savage life will admit, are industri- 
ous ; their dispositions are naturally mild, and on the 
whole they are far fi-om being so savage as many tribes 
who are situated on the borders of tlie Red river. They 
are jealous of admitting white men among them, although 
I have reason to think they have been visited by very 
few ; their jealousy is principally on account of their 
mine of platina, which is encouraged by the white man 
\vho is settled among them. 

Platinn IQ n mi=»tQl XX/K^nV* Vine K^*=»n Knf mnt=^-nt}^r rVtcn>r\-%r 
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for the veins are so rich, that without any proper tools, I 
got more than a hundred and twenty pounds of pure 
metal, in the three visits I made to the mine ; and that 
under every disadvantage, and without remaining mcw^ 
than an hour each time. 

America, from the infancy of its settfement, has been 
under the necessity of drawing a vast quantity of her ne- 
cessary articles from the different European countries. 
Mines which would have yielded us a rich and profitable 
traffic, or the means of establishing manufectories, have 
been little attended to. It is hoped, however, that the 
encouragement of our government will be afforded to dis- 
coveries of this kind, and enable us to retain those large 
sums which are annually expended for articles which 
from long use are deemed necessary. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Author pursues his journey — General observations on the 
country — Large quantities of musquetoes — Some ac^ 
count of the soil — Meet a party of Indians — Accompany 
them to their village — Description of it — Description 
of their huts — Superiority of their trade to that of the 
Mnacedeus — Excellent horses — Refections on the 
benefits arising from agriculture and civilization — * 
Author pursues his journey — Description of odoriferous 
shrubs and trees found on the mountains — Edom taken 
sick — Delay in our jountey^-^Recavery — Proceed on 
our journey. 

October, 1812. I proceeded on my journey with a 
light heart, for the imminent danger which I had escaped 
softened the disappointment I at first suffered from the 
discovery which took place relative to the mine of platina, 
and I now congratulated myself that I was in the land of 
the living. 

I had gained nothing to recompense me for the deten- 
tion on my journey ; on the contrary, I was considerable 
out of pocket from the different presents I had made the 
chiefs and others ; — but still, diat spirit of adventure 
which had first induced me to travel — tliat wish to 
aggrandize myself, had not yet abated ; I still went for- 
ward, with an earnest wish to encounter something which 

■«>r^«i1/4 oTTTiT-vlxr r»f^TKTnvA imck fX** oU r-n^r -fr-l^llKl^i f\*^A AXt^n-^ 
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me over that part of the mountain which lies to the south 
southwest of the Mnacedeus tribe. As I occasionally 
ascended a hill, a fine extensive prospect opened to view. 
Large prairies, bounded on each side by forests, whose 
towering trees, nodding before the passing wind, added 
beauty and grandeur to the scene. I had occasionally a 
distant view of the lofty Andes, whose tops are per- 
petually "clad in clouds." This view is one of the 
most beautiful and romantic in this part of the coun- 
try. 

After travelling about twenty-five miles, we encamped 
for the night. The musquetoes were very thick, and so 
large that I was obliged to use my netting m order to get 
any sleep. 

In the morning I pursued my journey, and about ten 
o'clock we came to a pond, in which were a species of 
duck, one of which I shot and found it very good eating. 
We likewise found plenty of roots which serve the natives 
for food, and resolved to try the experiment of boiling 
some of them in my kettle ; they answered very well, 
being almost equal to a potatoe. This root is long, and 
about as large as a common sized radish ; it has a 
tough skin of a light brown colour, which is easily 
scraped off. There are a variety of roots which are fit 
for food in this country ; but as the country abounds in 
all kinds of animal food, they are not much eaten by the 
natives. 

Towards evening we had a severe shower of rain, which 
rendered it necessary for me to encamp, and as it was 
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however, that diere is no rain here for several months, 
but at such seasons the dews are very heavy. 

For three or four days I journeyed through a country 
much Uke that which I have been describing, and for that 
reason I shall avoid particularizing each day's route, as it 
might be tiresome to the reader. The soil of that part 
of the country through which I now passed was of a 
clayey kind, intermixed with small round stones, and a 
few shells, which upon examination 1 found very similar 
to our common cockle shell, only something flatter. As 
this was more than 1700 miles from the sea, it is a matter 
of much curiosity how shells of that description came 
there. 

On the morning of the fifth day, after travelling about 
ten miles, we were suddenly surrounded by about forty- 
Indians, of a tribe I had never before seen. They were 
armed with bows, anrows, and a kind of tomahawk, 
made of copper, which was suspended in a belt fastened 
round their waist. They approached me with caution, 
and asked me from whence I came. I informed them by 
signs, and likewise where I was going. They then in- 
vited me to their town, which they gave me to under- 
stand Was at no great distance, and just on the route I 
wished to pursue. I accordingly accepted of their invi- 
tation, and in a few minutes tiiey were mounted on horses 
and ready to proceed. 

They informed me they had been out for the purpose 
of hunting, and breaking their horses, of which they have 
great numbers, and of a colour peculiarly valuable ; they 
are of a bri.o^lit cream colour, verv lars:e and well made. 
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them, they told me they would not part with them 
unless I could pay them in silver ; and 1 afterwards un- 
derstood that they traded with the Spaniards, who came 
every year to purchase of them, and took aWay ^1 they 
could spare. I afterwards saw some of the same horses 
in Mexico, where they were held in high estimation. 

On my arrival at their village, which was situated 
about five miles from where I first saw them, I was met 
by all the women and children which were in the village ; 
they appeared to be healthy, and received me with great 
good humour. I was conducted to their chief, who was 
an old man, apparently about seventy years of age. He 
was strong and vigorous, and appeared to possess more 
strength and sprightliness than is usual at that age. 

The village consisted of about sixty huts, and proba- 
bly contained one hundred and sixty persons. The tribe, 
as I understood, was called the Obodeus. The men were 
for the most part well built, strong, and hardy looking ; 
the women were smaller than those of the Mnacedeu^ 
tribe, and appeared to possess more sprightliness and vi- 
vacity^ Most of die labour falls upon the women, such 
as making utensils for cooking, and snares for catching 
birds, drying meat, and various odier kinds of drudgery ; 
whilst the men prepare their arms, hunt, and go to war. 
They evidently consider their wives more in the light of 
slaves than companions, as the husband at his meals not 
only helps himself, but all his children and whoever he 
may have to eat with him, before he allows his wife to 
take any. 

Their huts are constructed something similar to those 
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Many of their huts are much larger than any I saw amon^ 
the Mnacedeus, and in the large square instead of a stage 
they have four poles erected, which have a covering of 
Buffalo hide on the top. 

In traffic these Indians are much superior to the Mnace- 
deus tribe, as there is an annual communication between 
them and the Mexicans, who barter with them for furs of 
various kinds, buffalo meat, and horses, and give in ex- 
change knives, beads, tomahawks, made of copper, which 
are very hard and preferred by the natives to iron, some 
pieces of cloth, and a liquor much esteemed among them, 
called mate, which, when drank to excess, is very injuri- 
ous to the constitution, bringing on nervous diseases, 
which in a short time terminate the life of the natives. 

After remaining here a few days I succeeded in 
making an advantageous exchange with the natives for 
two of their fine horses, and proceeded on my journey* 
The violence of the heat had in some degree abated, and 
I was much afraid the rainy season would set in before I 
could reach the confines of the Mexican empire ; but it 
was necessary that I should travel in such a manner as 
not to wear down my horses before I reached the end of 
my journey, and on that account I never exceeded thirty- 
five miles in a day during the \vhole of my tour. 

In travelling over some of the most fertile parts of this 
country, I have seen much to admire and much to hr 
ment. The richness of the soil, and the mildness of the 
climate, are inviting to every one, and we cannot but ad- 
mire the magnificent hand which has so plentifully strew- 
ed this fine country with some of the richest of nature's 
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an extent of territory for their support which is capable, 
under cultivation, of supplying five times the number of 
inhabitants with all the necessaries, and many of the lux- 
uries of life. The tribes who now inhabit this country 
are undoubtedly its aboriginal inhabitants, and may with 
propriety argue, that that Being who spake unnumbered 
worjjds into existence placed them here, and that they have 
a right to a residence till he calls them hence. But this 
would be contrary to that wisdom which is uniform in 
the works of the Almighty, and therefore, as soon as the 
country was known to us, it became our duty, as a na- 
tion, to endeavour to instil into the minds of its inhabi- 
tants the seeds of virtue, and so far instruct them in the 
art of agriculture as to enable them to support themselves 
with comfort on a much smaller space of territory. 
If we succeeded in these benevolent objects, we shoul(J 
see millions of happy beings living on the same extent 
of country which now supports only a few thousands, and 
enjoying eyery thing which is necessary to render the life 
of man agreeable. 

I now travelled with as much rapidity as the roads 
would allow, which were for the most part through rich 
and entensive prairies, clothed with a long grass that ren- 
dered the travelling in many places heavy and unpleas- 
ant. 

On the 6th of November I began to ascend the moun- 
tains, over which it was necessary to pass, and found 
them in many places steep and difficult of ascent. On 
these mountains are many trees which are worthy of no- 
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to the celebrated balsam of Mecca ; it is of a reddiA 
black or yellowish white colour, of a sharp, bitter taste, 
and of a strong but most grateful odour. The first par- 
cel of this balsam brought from Mexico to Rome was 
sold at one hundred ducats jier ounce, and was, by the 
Apostolic See, declared to be matter fit for chrism, 
though different from that of Mecca." I saw another 
tree whose wood was highly aromatic, and so hard that it 
was with great difficulty I cut it with a sharp hatchet ; 
' the leaves are small and of a yellowish cast, the flowers 
small and white, and the fruit very similar to that of the 
iauiel. 

Edom had hitherto enjoyed perfect health through all 
the fatigues and perils which he had endured, one short 
period of illness excepted. He never once complained, 
or murmured at his lot. His constitution wafe strong and 
robust, and he seemed formed by nature to endure hard- 
ships. He had now for some days been visibly growing 
ill, and although he had not absolutely complained, his 
looks were sufficient to convince me he was far from be- 
ing well : this evening he uttered a slight complaint, but 
would not consent to take any medicine. 

In the morning I found Edom so unwell as to be 
scarcely able to stir. I was much alarmed at his situa- 
tion, and endeavoured to affiDrd him such kind of assist- 
ance as would be of service in relieving his malady. 
With some difficulty I succeeded in getting him into a 
profuse perspiration, and he slept soundly the following 
nip:ht. The next morning^ he seemed to be much better. 
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somewhat better, and expressed a strong desire to pro- 
ceed, although it should be but slowly, and only a short 
distance ; we accordingly got up our horses, and pro- 
ceeded over steep and rugged parts of the mountain. 
The passage was rendered difficult by many craggy- 
points of rocks, which were very sharp and dangerous. 
We had now arrived in that part where I expected to 
meet with Spaniards or other Europeans, who would be 
able to give me information of the rout I must take to 
enter the province of the Otomies, through the principal 
towns of which I intended to proceed until I reached 
Mexica 

The next day, after proceeding some miles on my 
journey, I met a trader who had been out buying furs ; 
he was a Portuguese, but spoke the Spanish language 
with fluency. He informed me that I must steer more 
to the south, and that I was distant about two days' jour- 
ney. He also said that the provinces w^ere in a state of 
insurrection, in consequence of the oppressive measures 
of the Spanish government, which required more from 
the people than they were able to endure. He however 
said, that he believed a stranger might pass unmolested 
among them, if they had no suspicion of his acting under 
the orders of the Spanish government, of which they were 
very jealous. 
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CHAR XIX. 

Author enters the Mexican^empire — General account of 
the province of Tula — Description of the town of Tula 
— Politeness of the commandant — Visits the arsenal — 
Description of it^— Description of the court house — 

* Author visits a monastery — Friendly reception from 
the superior — Description of its chapel — Return to 
town — Set out for Xilotepec — Information respecting 
the interior provinces of the Mexican empire — Arrival 
at Xilotepec. 

On the 26th of November I entered the confines of the 
Mexican empire, within about twenty miles of Tula^ 
which was once much larger and more populous than at 
present. I proceeded by easy journeys, and encamped 
ifor the night in a fertile plain which was covered with a 
rich luxuriant grass. The climate is very mild, and it 
would have been unnecessary for me to use any covering 
at night, but for the heavy dews, wliich here constantly 
set in at sunset, and continue until daylight ; they are so 
great, that for a considerable time after the sun is risen, it 
is obscured with the mist which arises from the earth* 

In the morning I again set forward, and after proceed- 
ing tlirough a country agreeably diversified with hills and 
vallies I came in sight of Tula, and in about two hours 
more I arrived within the town, I was much nleased 
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Spaniards *^ho reside here, are principally the officers of 
government, and those whom the desire of gain has drawn 
hither for the purpose of traffic. The town, nevertheless, 
has a very neat and compact appearance, and is well reg- 
^ ulated in many of its internal arrangements. The inhab- 
itants are industrious, and appear to be happy and con- 
tented ; for such is the nature of man, that oppression 
oftentimes so far weakens the powers of the mind, that he 
stoops contentedly under the burden, and tamely submits 
to the greatest indignities without repining. 

On my arrival at the town I waited on the comman- 
dant, who informed me that there Avere mules which 
would set out for Xilotepec in a few days, and I could 
have an opportunity of gomg on with company, which 
would be more agreeable than to go alone, and would at 
the same time be a safeguard against the wild beasts, and 
other dangers which are common on the road. ; I thanked 
him for his civility. He invited me to dinner, and I could 
not with propriety refuse. I found him a very hospitable 
tmd intelligent man. His family consisted of his wife 
and three daughters, the youngest of whom appeared to 
be about seventeen years of age. They were dehcately 
made ; their complexions were a light olive, which ren- 
dered them very interesting. They received me with 
much good humour, and during the whole time I was 
with them, they were remarkably cheerful and animated. 
They expressed themselves with elegance, and a degree 
of information pervaded their conversation which is not 
often found in the discourses of Spanish ladies. 
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but I am confident there was not half this ntunber whcii 
I was there. 

The arsenal is a large quadrangular building, built of 
brick. The arms are a great part of them packed in 
chests, and the remainder are put up in racks which 
stand against the side of the wall. The building is 
divided into four apartments. The first is a large room, 
about 125 feet in length and 17 in breadth, in which are 
ranged all the arms that are fit for service ; the chests 
Avhich contain part of them are placed on each side, im- 
mediately under the racks which contain those that arc 
exposed to view ; they are all bright and make a hand* 
some appearance, although their locks are so badly con- 
structed that not one in ten can be depended on. In the 
next room, which is much smaller, are all the accoutre- 
ments, such as cartridge-boxes, bayonets, Sec. ; they are 
all piled in a heap, so that they require overhauling once 
or twice a month to keep them from mildew, and from 
rats and other vermin which infest the place. I ventured 
to suggest to the commandant that it would be well to 
adopt a more rigorous policy ; he shrugged up his shoul- 
ders, and replied that It would be imprudent to adopt any 
new plans relative to the arsenal, as the people were jeal- 
ous of the government, and would view it as an infringe- 
ment of their rights. In the third room are the materials 
proper for mining, raising fortifications, See. ; they are 
well constructed, and In better order than might be ex- 
pected. We i^assed other rooms, in which were a num- 
ber of workmen cleaning and repairing locks, gunbarrels> 
&c. In the vard there were about ninotv niprp^ of 
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wliich hands were employed in making ramrods, gim- 
barrels, and other articles for the arsenal. 

On my return I took leave of the commandant and his 
agreeable family, and returned to my lodgings, where I 
found Edom who had been out purchasing some neces- 
sary clothing, as his journey had completely divested 
him of all his apparel, and he had for some time been 
obliged to wear a pair of pantaloons made of deer skin. 
His appearance w^as much altered for the better, and he 
seemed to be not a little proud of it. 

The town of Tula is well situated, and commands a 
handsome and extensive prospect, being situated on a 
hill which rises from a rich and extensive valley in a grad- 
ual and easy ascent ; it is well built, and contains about 
2,700 houses, and, a population of near ^4,000 souls. The 
streets are many of them wide and paved, and where that 
is not the case the sides are covered with mats for foot 
passengers to walk on. There are nine Roman Catholic 
churches in the town, two of which are large and well 
built, of brick which are dried in the sun. In one of 
them, called the church of St. Dominic, is a figure of our 
Saviour on the cross, of solid silver, and the cross is 
richly studded with precious stones. They have a very 
excellent toned organ, but are in want of some one who 
understands playing on it. 

The court house, in which all the public business is 
done, has nothing to recommend it to the attention of the 
traveller. It is built of brick and stone, and contains the 
hall of justice, in which all the criminal and other causes 
are tried — the audience chamber of the province, where 

t\\ev mnf^f^t tn arlinct thp rnnrprriQ nf the nrnvinpp inOUirC 
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nue of the country, and the sums which are annually seui: 
to Mexico, amounting in all tp about 90,000 pounds 
sterling. 

Over the river Taltacasae, which runs at the foot of the 
town, there is a bridge constructed ; it has three arches^ 
one of which is 126 feet, and is a loandsome and well 
built bridge,' 

This city, or town, is the see of an archbishop ; it car- 
ries on a considerable trade with the towns of Xilotepec 
and Mexico. The articles of trade are conveyed on the 
backs of mules, and they sometimes go in companies of 
five or six hundred. The police of the town subjects 
all travellers to the trouble of waiting on the comman- 
dant within three days after their arrival, or they must 
suffer the penalty of a fine. 

I was now informed by the commandant, that the cara- 
van \vith which I intended setting out, would start on 
that day week, and I immediately commenced making 
such preparations as w ould enable me to go with them, 
as it would not only be the safest, but the quickest way in 
which I could travel. 

I had understood that there was a monastery of native 
Mexicans skuated a few leagues from the town, and I 
requested the commandant to give me leave to go and see 
them ; he very readily consented, and agreed to accom- 
pany me himself, but unexpected business the next 
morning rendered it impossible, and he sent his brother, 
a young man of much information, and from whom I 
received many valuable particulars. 



KER'S TRAVELS. 205 

of about a quarter of a mile in extent, to breakfast, and 
here the eye was regaled with a prospect truly romantic. 
Just below us appeared the town, whose spires rising in 
lofty magnificence seemed to tell us that there stood the 
temple of God, Avhile a little further on the winding of 
the river, which was here but partially seen, gave an in- 
teresting feature to the whole landscape. 

After viewing this prospect for some time, we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, and about noon reached the mon- 
astery. It is situated on a level plain of about a mile in 
extent, from which the mountain rises in an abrupt man- 
ner, and shelters it behind from the north wind, while to 
the south and west it is entirely open. A thick grove of 
trees at no great distance from the house, gave a sober 
cast to the whole scenery, and cooled the air with their 
gentle, faixnings. 

On our approaching the house we were met by an old 

man, who saluted us with a friendly bow, and welcomed 

us to the habitation. He entered into conversation with 

ease, and displayed much knowledge of the country 

which he inhabited ; I understood he had once been in a 

considerable employment under the government. On 

entering the house we perceived the greatest regularity 

and neatness, and were every where saluted by the monks 

with cordiality and franknipss. The old man led us to 

the refectory, where we were received by the superior, a 

man about seventy-five years of age, as I was afterwards 

told, although his brow was free from wrinkles, and he 

had a freshness in his countenance w^hich would have 
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breakfast, for receiving visitors, &c. ; a large hall, which 
is made use of as a dining room, and a room in which 
Divine service is performed when the superior is unwell, 
whose room opens into it. The rooms are all simple in 
their construction, being hung either with black or blue 
cloth. The only furniture made use of is a few rusli- 
bottomed chairs, and stools to pray upon. 

If the interior apartments which are used by the monks 
are simply furnished, the inside of the church makes am- 
ple amends, by the elegance and splendour of its decora- 
tions, which are profusely scattered over every part of it. 
It is a large and spacious room ; the gallery is supported 
by marble pillars, which are very fine, and brought from 
a quarry at some distance. Nearly in the centre is an 
elegant reading desk, from which the monks hear a dis-- 
course every Sunday ; it is of marble which has an ex- 
quisitely smooth polish, and is supported by angels of 
solid silver with trumpets in their hands, representing the 
four winds. But the altar is superior to any thing I had 
ever seen in Europe ; it was of massive silver, and the 
railing enclosed a space of about thirty-six feet. In the 
centre stood a table covered with a cloth of gold, on 
which was placed a box inlaid with precious stones, con- 
taining the oil for extreme unction and the sacramental 
bread. Over the altar is a figure of the Virgin Mar)' 
dressed in a most superb manner, her robe being of cloth 
of gold, and richly studded with diamonds and pearls ; 
on her head is a crown of jewels, which is very rich, and 
worth at least 10,000 pounds. In the niches are figures 
of the Apostles, dressed in rich robes of blue and ereen 
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Oh returning to the refectory we found a cold collation, 
which had been prepared for us by the orders of the su- 
perior, who was very polite to us during the whole of our 
stay. When we had eaten a slight repast, we niounted 
our horses and set forward for town, where we arrived 
about dark, and I retired to my lodgings niuch pleased 
with my excursion. 

In the morning I visited some of the shops, which are 
kept with great neatness, and make a very handsome 
show. They are principally stocked with light articles, 
which are brought by the convoys from Europe, such as 
silks, muslins, nankeens, Sec. which are all of the first 
quality^ and sold Very cheap. I received information 
from the commandant that the caravan would start at 
night about twelve o'clock, accompanied by a request 
that I would spend the afternoon with him. I ordered 
Edom to get things in readiness to start, and proceeded 
to the commandant's house, where I was well entertained 
until the hour came for my departure, when I bade my 
friends an affectionate adieu and left them. 

We met with nothing remarkable during the first day's 
travel, and encamped for the night in a rich and exten- 
sive meadow, which furnished ample pasturage for our 
horses and mules, whilst a stream of water refreshed us 
with a cooling draught. In the morning we proceeded, 
and about noon passed through the small town of Tzom- 
pancoj which contains about 90 houses and 250 inhabi- 
tants ; here is a church, which is built of brick dried in 
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posed our cavalcade : I found them of a mixed kind, 
some Spaniards, some Mexicans, and a few of the mix- 
ed breed. The principal part of them were going on for 
the purpose of trading, and had either horses or merchan- 
dize proper for trafficking. 

Among my fellow travellers there was one who was an 
Italian by birth, but had been some years in this country. 
His information was very extensive, and he had travelled 
in various directions over the country. He informed me 
that the soil was fruitful, producing Indian com, wheat, and 
many other kinds of grain, in abundance ; the native fruits 
he said were so plenty, that the inhabitants were not under 
the necessity of cultivating them* Many of the provin- 
ces through which he had travelled had the appearance of 
great wealth ; and the furniture and decorations of many 
of the houses were costly and magnificent. He likewise 
informed me he had visited a tribe of Indians called the 
Apaches, which he represented as a brave, warlike, reso- 
lute people, fond of liberty, and the inveterate enemies of 
tyranny and oppression. They had lately thought them- 
selves aggrieved, and had Ix^en very troublesome to the 
Spanish government ; they had done much mischief be- 
fore they submitted, but were now curbed by strong 
garrisons. He informed me that when the Spaniards 
first went among these Indians, they found them well 
clothed, their lands cultivated, their villages neat, and 
their houses built with stone ; their flocks were also nu- 
merous, and they lived more comfortably than most of 
the other savages ; as to their religion they were idolaters^ 
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Towards evening we arrived at a small village called 
Huoxacac, where we remained all night. The village is 
small, but well built ; it contains about fiflty houses, 
the most of which are built of brick or clay, and not more 
than two or three of them over one story high. 

In the morning we again started, and calculated by 
evening to reach the city of Xilotepec. We this day 
passed a number of small villages, in which nothing 
worthy of notice was observed, and I shall therefore avoid 
particularizing until our arrival at the city of Xilotepec, 
which we reached about the middle of the afternoon. On 
our arrival I immediately waited on a person to whom I 
had a letter from the commandant of Tula, and he di- 
rectly procured me lodgings in a pleasant and airy part of 
the town. 



CHAP. XX. 

Particular descriptio?i of the city of Xilotepec — Religion 
-^Government — Commerce — Excellence of the mar^ 
Jcets — Description of the hall of audience — Prepara- 
timsfor leaving this place for Mexico — Description 
of a natural bridge^ similar to that in Virginia described 
by Mr. Jefferson — Description of a cave — Description 
of the country through which the author passes — Ar* 
rival at Mexico. 
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mend it to the attention of travellers. The streets are 
straight and regular, the principal terminating in three 
large squares, in which are fountains that supply the city 
with water the year round. These streets are lined with 
shops which make a very showy appearance, and do 
considerable business. The churches are numerous, and 
the cathedral is a very fine piece of architecture, built of 
stone, and of an ancient date ; the inside is very rich ia 
its ornaments, but they are heavy and deficient in that 
elegance w^hich would recommend them to the attention 
of the connoisseur. 

The government is here administered altogether by 
the Spaniards, who monopolize all the most profitable 
branches of trade, and let it to the natives at a high price ; 
in their dealings they are not very honourable, and they 
never hesitate to take in a stranger. The principal trade 
is carried on with Mexico and Acapulco, the one being 
the capital of the country, and the other the seaport 
through which the communication is kept up between the 
different parts of the Spanish empire in America, and the 
East Indies. The commerce from Xilotepec to Aca- 
pulco must arrive at the latter place before the month 
of December, at which time the Great Galleon, attended 
by a large ship as a convoy, which forms the only com- 
munication between the Phi'ippines and Mexico, annually 
arrives there. The cargoes of these ships, although they 
are forbidden to carry goods, consist of all the rich com- 
modities of the east. The annual ship from Lima arrives 
about the same time, and is generally supposed to haVe 
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Several other ships from different parts of the Spanish 
coast likewise arrive at this time, and an annual fair which 
lasts thirty days is held, when all the commodities of the 
world are bartered. This city, next to Mexico, has the 
largest share in this traffic, and it is said that in some sea- 
sons there has been 10,000 mules sent over, laden \vith 
the produce of the country. The trade with Mexico is 
less advantageous, and does not employ more tlian half as 
many mules. 

Near Xilotepec there is a beautiful river, which runs 
from southeast to northwest, and waters a considerable 
extent of territory. In this river are found small grains 
of gold, which are w^ashed from the mountains ; a great 
number of the poor inhabitants are employed in collecting 
this gold, who sometimes find considerable quantities. 

Tlie Spaniards work a mme of copper which is situ- 
ated about a mile^Trom the town, in wliich they employ 
their slaves, and those who are sentenced by the court for 
small crimes. This mine is not very productive, al- 
though it has been worked to the depth of about 120 
feet. 

I waited on an American gentleman of the name of 
Lacour, whom I had known in New- Orleans. He had 
recently arrived from Mexico, and informed me that 
there were some considerable disturbances in the city 
between the Spanish governor and the people, but never- 
theless he considered the city safe for foi^pigners, particu- 
larly for Americans. He informed me that trade was 
very brisk in that city, and that it was hardly possible for 
•m#>tnfnUnf finding" a read V market for %iy two horses. 
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offers for them, which I refused, determining not to sell 
till I reached Mexico, where I should be able to purchase 
mules much cheaper than here. 

This city is the see of an archbishop, who has an in- 
come of about six thousand pounds sterling. He is a 
Spaniard, of the order of Jesuits, and has been in the 
country about ten years. The inhabitants are very niuch 
attached to him, and they never pass him without taking 
off their hats. 

The markets of this city are excellent, and deserving 
of high commendation. There are three of them kept 
in streets near the large squares which have been already 
mentioned, one half of each of which is appropriated to 
flesh, and the other half to fish and vegetables. Eggs, 
butter, cheese, &c. of a good quality, may be bought 
here very cheap. The regulations of the market will not, 
allow a person to dispose of any articje before daylight, . 
nor to stay in the market after 12 o'clock, as the heat 
is then such that the provisions might be injured. There 
is an appearance of regularity in their dealing^, which ren- 
ders it probable that they have been accustomed to these 
regulations for some time. 

There are a few vineyards in the neighbourhood that 
produce a considerable quantity of grapes, firom Avhich a 
pleasant wine is made. It is my opinion that if the cul- 
ture of the grape was duly attended to, in a short time 
a large quantity, of wine might be exported from this 
country ; but the indolence of the inhabitants is such 
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Ae^ncipal deputies of the province meet to render an 
account of their proceedings. The deputies are received 
by the chief clqfk of the viceroy of Mexico, This is a 
spacious and elegaftt apartnnent, capable of holding one 
thousand persons. The room is fourteen feet high, and 
the ceiling covered with Spanish and Mexican banners* 
At the upper end of the hall is a chair raised on a throne 
of marble, which has an exquisite poUsh ; the chair is 
richly covered with a cloth of silver, and studded all over 
with gold nails. Over the chair is a canopy of purple 
velvet, which is deeply fringed with gold tissue. The 
seats on which the deputies sit are covered with red vel- 
vet. Behind the chair is the figure of the Virgin Mary 
in a rich gilt frame, which is the only pictm-e in the 
chamber. In the centre of the room is a chandelier 
which has sixteen branches. The Spanish gentleman 
informed me that the deputies meet here only once in a 
year, when they remain about three weeks, and that tlie 
rest of the time the hall is shut up, and never opened ex- 
cept upon particular request. L 

For some days past I had been making arrangements 
to leave this place foF Mexico. I called on the gentle- 
nian to whom I had a letter from the commandant of 
Tula, and requested him to inform me of any one who 
^as going on in a few days, as it would be more agreea- 
ble to travel with company than alone. He assured mc 
he would enquire, and did not doubt there were some 
going on who w ould be glad of receiving an addition to 
their cavalcade, 

Mv horses were hv this time in e-?cop11pnt order and 
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pointed, as on my arrival I sold them to a Spanish graii- 
dee at my own price. 

In a few days my friend called on me,; he informed 
me that in three days there would be four gentlemen 
going on to Mexico, who w^ould be very glad of my 
companj , ancj with whom he had no doubt I should pass 
the time ver}' agreeably. He mentioned that he was now 
going into the country, near to some remarkable natural 
curiositirs ivhich would be worthy my attention, and he 
requested me to accompany him. As I had nothing 
particular to detain me in town I accepted of his invita- 
tion, and we prepared to start the next morning. 

In the morning we started on mules, and proceeded 
directly to the mountains. The road was steep, and in 
many parts dangerous, owing to the pieces of rocks 
which had been broken off and lay in the path. We 
saw nothing remarkable for the first day's journey, and 
put up about dark at the hut of a cowherd, w^ho enter- 
tained us very hospitably. Being fatigued with our 
journey we soon retired to rest, and slept soundly until 
morning. 

At the dawn of day w-e again started, and proceeded 
over steep and craggy cliffs, which were very sharp and 
difficult of being passed. My friqnd informed nie that 
we were near to one of the most stupendous curiosities 
in that country, a view of which he considered worthy 
of the trouble and fatigue we had encountered in coming 
to it. In a few minutes more, on rising a high part of 
the mountain, 1 discovered a natural bridge, extending 
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between this bridge and the one described by Mr. Jeffer- 
son, in his Notes on Virginia, and which I had so often 
admired. It appeared to me to be as wide at the bottom 
as at the top, but the sublime apjjearance of it was equal 
to the one seen in Virginia. In tlie centre of the bridge 
is a large rock which acts as a pier, reaching from tlie top 
to the bottom. I understood the bridge was often crossed 
by the mountaineers, in pursuit of their str^y sheep, but 
I cotild not muster up resohition enough to venture. My 
companion now led me to the bottom of the bridge, 
where the view was as delightful as that from the top had 
been painful and terrific. The hills, clotlied with a few 
trees, and the blue sky, which can here but partially be 
seen, renders the scene one of the most pleasing and 
' beautiful I ever saw. 

We now passed on for about a mile, when my com- 
panion turned off to the right, and in a few minutes led 
me to the mouth of a cave situated in the side of the 
ttiountain. The entrance was much choaked with weeds, 
and appeared not to have been entered for soijie time» 
It is in the steepest side of the mountain, and is very 
difficult of access. We, however, succeeded in forcing 
olir way, being provided with torches, from fireworks 
^vhich we had brought with us. 

On entering the cave, we found the thermometer which 
stood at 70** rise in a few minutes to 76°. We contin- 
ued nearly in a horizontal direction, and found that it 
branched out into many subordinate caverns, some much 
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while tliat which trickled from above fonned stalactites 
of a conical form, which had a handsome appearance^ 

We proceeded slowly forward until we had reached 
the distance of about 400 feet from the mouth of the 
cave, when we came to a small pond of water which was 
about ten yards in circuipference. I threw a stone into 
this pond, which produced a rumbling noise throughout 
the cavern. As our light was nearly extinguished, and 
wc could not with safety proceed any further, we re- 
turned with all speed. When we arrived at the mouth 
of the cave we found the sun far past the meridian, and 
hastened to return to the hut of tlie hospitable cowherd, 
who entertained us the night before. On our return he 
prepared for us a comfortable bed, and in the morning 
we again set forward, and reached town early in the after- 
noon. 

The next morning I was called upon by one of my 
fellow travellers, who informed me that they would call 
for me in the afternoon. I expressed myself entirely sat- 
isfied, aud about three o'clock we set out on our jour- 
ney. We travelled this day through a beautiful country, 
which vf as well watered and very fertile. I saw many 
large herds of cattle, which are here fed by the natives 
and fitted for the Mexican market. At the time this 
country was discovered it produced neither hogs, sheep, 
cattle, nor any other domestic animal. Columbus car- 
ried some of these animals to St. Domingo, from whence 
they were brought to Mexico, where they liave multiplied 
prodigiously. They now count their horned cattle by 
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Were regaled with the music of the birds tlntil a late hour, 
when I sunk in sleep. The next morning we pursued 
our journey. We passed through several small villages 
^which were seated on the sides of the mountain, and 
about noon arrived at the handsome town of Chiompo- 
razo, which is well built, and contains many handsome 
houses ; it has a population of about six thousand per- 
sons. The streets are crooked and narrow, which gives 
the place a disadvantageous appearance. The inhabit- 
ants are industrious, and carry on a considerable manu- 
facture of silk, although they are not much encouraged 
by the government, which is jealous of this manufacture, 
and for some political reasons throw many obstruction^ 
' in the way of it. 

We retnained here all night, and in the morning pro- 
ceeded. The roads now becan^e more level, and we 
travelled with much more ease than formerly. This be- 
ing the great road to Mexico, it is kept with more 
care and better regulation than any other in New- Spain. 
Each traveller has to pay a small toll as he passes, at the 
distance of about ten leagues. 

We met with nothing remarkable, or worthy of notice, 
until we arrived at the small town of Lasca, which is sit- 
uated on the side of a hill, and is a pleasant and tliriving 
little town. The inhabitants are about 700 in number, 
and manufacture^ baize in some considerable quantity. 
They have large flocks of sheep, wliich graze on the 
mountains ; but their wool is much coarser than that of 
our northern sheep, which is, however, die case in all 
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About noon tlae next day I had an agreeable view of the 
lake Tetzuco, on an island in which stands the city of Mex- 
ico. It has of late undergone some considerable improve- 
ments, which are much for the benefit of the city ; a ca- 
nal has been dug,^ which drains the lower lake, and se- 
cures the city from those inundations which were so frcr 
quent, owing to the lake being the reservoir of all the 
\vater which flows from the different mountains. The 
appearance of the city was grand and magnificent, it be- 
ing almost entirely surrounded with water, and the lofty 
spires of its churches, glittering in the sun, rendered the 
sight truly pleasing. As we descended the mountain we 
lost sight of the city. Our road was now winding 
through a valley, which was rendered gay by the vine- 
yards, houses for pleasure and amusement, cottages, &c. 
which were scattered over the scene, and so agreeably 
employed us that we did not reach the city before it be- 
came dark. 



CHAP. XXL 

General description of Mexico — Extent — Population — 
Elegance of its churches — Description of the church 
of St. Antonio — Elegance of the buildings — Commerce 
of Mexico — General account of its inhabitants. 
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myself as much at home as though I had been brought 
lip there. I found the city far to exceed any thing I had 
conceived of its grandeur and magnificence. The build- 
ings were lofty, and the architecture of many of them 
executed in a manner that leaves them very little inferior 
'to any in Europe. The streets are regular and well laid 
out. There are nineteen pubUc squares, which are spa- 
cious and have fountains of water in their centre. A- 
round these squares are placed shops, coffee-houses, and 
billiard-rooms, which render them the resoit of the most 
fashionable and wealthy part of the inhabitants. One of 
these billiard-rooms is so large that it can accommodate 
two hundred people with ease, and has twelve billiard- 
tables. The coflee-houses are the places to which die 
Spaniards resort after dinner, to drink- coffee, punch, &c. : 
they have become very numerous in Mexico. 

The exact circumference of. the city I cannpt give 
with precision, as authors differ much in their accounts, 
and Spaniards and Mexicans never agree in that particu- 
lar at the present day ; but I am induced to believe that 
it is about ten miles in circumference, and that it con- 
tains about ^250,000 inhabitants. 

The Abbe Clavegero, in his History of Mexico, dates 
the foundation of the this city as far back as 1325. It 
,was the residence of the kings of the Mexican empire 
from its foundation, and upon the first arrival of the 
Spaniards in this country they were much surprised at 
the neatness and regularity of its appearance, and the 
magnificence of its buildings. It has suffered greatly iu 
+Vi^ fliffprpnt fdfniP'P'les whirh have been made bv tlie 
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Some of the churches are built with surprising neat^ 
ness and regularit)% and the inside work is not only ex- 
tremely rich, but elegant. The church of St. Antonio 
is deserving of particular notice. It stands in the square 
of the same name ; its front is supported by twelve large: 
pillars of beautiful marble of the corinthian order, with 
tonic capitals. The cliurch is entirely of white marble. 
Directly over the portico is a figure of St. Anthony, the 
patron saint, dressed in a superb manner, and having in 
his hand a crc»ss set with diamonds ; it is asserted by the 
monks that they are real diamonds, but others, with some 
authority, say tliat they are nothing but false ones made 
of glass. 

The inside of the church is adorned with a number of 
superb columns of marble, some of the tonic and some of 
the corinthian order, and all having their bases richly 
gilt. The ceiling is painted in a very neat and handsoijne 
manner, representing some of the most interesting scenes 
in the history of our Saviour ; the paintings are said to 
have been executed by a native Mexican who had never 
studied the art ; they are by no means a contemptible, 
performance. 

The altar is very rich and splendid, and far surpasses 
that of the court chapel in Madrid, which is said to have 
cost eighty thousand pounds sterling ; the railing is of 
solid silver, about forty feet in length, forming an exact 
half moon ; at each end is an angel as large as life, of 
silver ; in the centre is a chandelier with twelve branches, 
which is supported by the angels. The entrance into the 
altar is by a gate, made in the form of a cross, \vith a 
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When I saw it, high mass was performed by the arch- 
bishop, with great magnificence ; the robes in which he 
%vas dressed on tliat occasion were very rich and costly, 
and the number of monks who composed the procession 
amounted to about two hundred. The lights which were 
then burning in golden candlesticks, reached to the height 
of twenty feet, and formed -an exact triangle; they had a 
beautiful and elegant appearance. 

The greatest curiosity in the city of Mexico is the 
floating gardens, which are particularly described by the 
Abbe Clavegero. Their origin is dated as far back as 
the year 1325, when the Mexicans were subdued by the 
Colnman and Tepecan nations. Their construction is 
simple, and they are thus described by Clavegero. " They 
take willows and the roots of marsh plants, and other ma- 
terials which are light, and twist them together, and so 
iirmly unite them as to form a sort of platform which is 
capable of supporting the earth of the garden. Upon 
this foundation they lay the light bushes which float on 
the lake, and overspread the mud and dirt which they 
draw up from the bottom of the lake. Their regular 
figure is quadrangular ; their length and breadth various, 
but generally about eight rods long and tliree wide ; and 
their elevation from the surface of the water is less than a 
foot. These were the first fields which the Mexicans 
owned aRer the /^^/ridation of Mexico ; there they first 
iziiltivated the rnni^e-^ great pepper, and other plants ne- 
cessaryfot theitj^cyrt. At present they cultivate no- 
thingbutgardei^ ^J^t>s and flowers. Every day of the 
year, at siimse^ -.-.irtTimerable vessels or boats, loaded 
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market place of Mexico. All plants thrive here surpri- 
singly ; the mud of the lake makes a very rich soil, 
which requires no water from the clouds. In the largest 
gardens there is commonly a little tree and a little hut to 
shelter the cultivator from the sun. When the owner of 
a garden, or the chimaka, as he is called, wishes to 
change his situation, to get out of a bad neighbourhood, 
or to come nearer his family, he gets into his little boat, 
and by his own strength alone, if the garden is small, or 
^vith the assistance of others if it is large, conducts 
it wherever he pleases, with the little hut and tree upoii 
it." 

The buildings of Mexico are mostly of stone, and are ' 
very airy and elegant. Many of those whicl^ are of 
modern date are very high. The archiepiscopal palace, 
which has been lately erected, is six stories high, and 
built of white stone resembling marble. 

The trade of Mexico consists of three great branches, 
which extend over the ^ whole world. It carries on a 
traffic with Europe by Le Vera Cruz, which is situated 
on the gulf of Mexico, on the North sea, and is styled 
by somethe grand port of Mexico or New-Spain ; it is 
said to have a safe harbour, and is considered one of the 
most considerable places of trade, being the centre of the 
American treasure, and the magazine for all the mer- 
chandize sent from New- Spain, or that is transported 
thither from Europe. It is by means of this port that 
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ships, annually arrive about the beginning of November. 
Its cargo consists of almost every commodity and manu- 
facture of Europe ; and there are few nations but have 
more concern in it than the Spanish, who send out little 
except wine and oil. 

Notwithstanding M^hat has been said respecting the 
cities of Acapulco and Vera Cruz, the city of Mexico 
ought to be considered as the centre of commerce in this 
part of the world ; for here the principal merchants re- 
side, and the greatest part of the business is negociated. 
The East India goods from Acapulco, and the European 
from Vera Cruz, pass through this city. Hither also, 
the gold and silver are sent to be coined ; here the king's 
fifth is deposited, and here are \vrought all those utensils 
and ornaments in plate, which are every year sent into 
Europe. 

The principal inhabitants of the city of Mexico arc 
Spaniards, who are obliged to aspire to some ecclesiasti- 
cal, civil, or military employment, to prove that there 
have been neither heretics, Jews, Mahometans, nor any 
persons, in their family, who have been called before the 
inquisition for four generations. 

Merchants, who are desirous of going to Mexico, as 
well as to other parts of Spanish America, without be- 
coming colonists, are compelled to observe the same 
forms ; they are also obliged to swear that they have 
three hundred palms of merchandise, their own property, 
in the fleet in which they embark, and that they will not 
take their wives widi them. On these conditions they 
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more remote, it is of great importance. To them air le 
belong the right of selling, as commissioners, themaj^r 
part of the cargo. 

Tliere are, however, a large class of men who are ex ' 
eluded from all public stations, and are called Crecdes. ' 
The descendants of the companions of Cortez, having * 
been constantly excluded from all places of trust that i 
were in any degree considerable, have seen the gradual 
decay of the power that supported their fathers. The 
habit of bearing that contempt with which they have 
been treated, has at last made them become really con- 
temptible. They have , totally lost, in the vices which 
originate from the heat of the climate, from indolence, 
and from a superfluous enjoyment of all things, that 
firmness and that sort of pride which have ever charac- 
terized their nation. Luxury^ shameful pleasures and 
intrigues, have enervated all the vigour of their minds, 
while a blind superstition has completed tlieir degradation* 
Being blindly devoted to priests who are too ignorant to 
enlighten them by their instructions, too depraved to edi- 
fy them by their example, and too mercenary to attend 
to both these duties of their fimctions, they have no at- 
tachment to any part of their religion but that which en- 
feebles the mind, and have neglected what might have 
contributed to rectify their morals. 

Before leaving the Mexican empire I made some par- 
ticular enquiries into the natural history of the country, 
its productions, rivers, towns, population, and the general 
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h ^ pardculars, which I have thrown together under one 
/ i^ivsrai head, in order to avoid a repetition. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Situation of the Mexican empire — Divisions — Vesctip^ 
tioTi of the vale of Mexico — Climate — Volcanoes — ^ 
Rivers — Lakes — Mineral productions^ 

The Mexican empire is situated between 9q and 40** 
north latitude, and 18** and 50** west longitude. Its length 
is 2000 miles, and breadth 1600. It is bounded on the 
north by unknown regions ; on the etst by the gulf of 
Mexico ; on the south by the isthmus of Darien, which 
Separates it from Terra Firma, in South America ; and 
on the west by the Pacific ocean. 

This vast country is divided into three grand divisions, 
which are, Mexico, New- Mexico proper, and California, 
lying on the west. 

The ancient country of Mexico, properly so called, 
Was divided into several provinces, of which the vale of 
Mexico was the finest in every respect. This vale is 
surrounded by verdant mountains, measuring upwards of 
one hundred and twenty miles in circumference at their 
base. A great part of the vale is occupied by two lakes, 
the upper one of fresh water, but the lower one brackish, 
and comm unicatinsr with the former bv means of a canal* 
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of the valley ; hence it was ready, when swelled by extra- 
ordinary rains, to overflow the city of Mexico. This de- 
lightful region contained the three imperial cities of 
Mexico, Acolbuacan, and Tlacopan ; besides forty- 
others, with innumerable villages and hamlets ; but the 
most considerable of these, according to Clavegero, 
scarce contain one twentieth part of their former mag- 
nificence. 

The climate of this vast country varies much, accord- 
ing to the situation of its difierent parts. The maritime 
places are hot, unhealthy, and moist ; the heat being so 
great as to cause people to sweat, even in the month of 
January. This heat is supposed to be owing to the flat- 
ness of the coasts, and the accumulation of sand upon 
them. The moisture arises from the vast evaporation 
from the sea, as well as from the great torrents of water 
descending from the mountains. The lands which lie in 
the neighbourhood of high mountains, the tops of which 
are always cov^ed with snow, must of necessity be cool ; 
and Clavegero informs us that he has been on a mountain 
not more than twent}^-five miles distant from the city of 
Mexico, where there was white frost and ice even in dog 
days. 

" All the other inland countries," says the author just 
mentioned, " where the greatest population prevailed, 
enjoy a climate so mild and sublime, that they neither 
feel the rigour of winter nor the heat of summer. It ia 
true tliat in many of the countries there is frequcntlv 
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necessary to give warmth in winter; no other relief is 
wanted in the season of heat but the shade. The same 
clothing which covers men in the dog days, defends 
them in January, and the animals sleep all the year under 
the open sky. 

" This mildness and agreeableness of climate under 
the torrid zone, is the result of several natural causes 
entirely unknown to the ancients, who did not believe it 
inhabited, and not well understood by some moderns, by 
whom it is believed to be unfavourable to those who hve 
in it. The purity of the atmosphere, the smaller obli- 
quity of the solar rays, and the longer stay of this lumina- 
ry above the horizon in winter, in comparison of other 
regions farther removed from the equator, concur to les- 
sen the cold and to prevent all that horror which disfig- 
ures the face of nature in other climes. During that 
season a serene sky and the natural delights of the coun- 
try are enjoyed ; whereas under the frigid, and even for 
the most part under the temperate zones, the clouds rob 
man of the prospect of heaven, and the snow buries the 
beautiful productions of the earth. 

" No less causes combine to temper the heat of the 
summer. The plentiful showers which frequently water 
the earth after mid-.day from April or May, to September 
or October ; the high mountains continually loaded with 
snoAV, scattered here and there through the country of 
Anhuae ; tlie cold winds which breathe from them in 
that season ; and the shorter stay of the sun above the 
horizon, compared with the circumstances of the tempe- 
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ced by thunder-storms, which are frequent in summer, , 
particularly in the neighbourhood of the mountain of 
Ilascala ; and by earthquakes, which are at all times felt, 
though with less dajiger than terror. Storms of hail are 
neither more frequent nor more severe than in Eng- 
land." 

One undoubted inconvenience which Mexico has, is 
that of volcanoes, of which Clavegero enumerates five. 
One, called by the Spaniards Volcou D'Orizaba, is high^ 
er than the peake of Teneriife, according to the account 
of the Jesuit Tallandier, who measured them both. It 
began to send forth smoke in the year 1545, when it 
continued burning for twenty years, but has not discov- 
ered any symptoms of eruption since that time. It is of 
a conical figure, and by reason of its great height may be 
seen at the distance of fifty leagues. The top is always 
covered with snow, but the lower part by pine and other 
valuable timber. It lies about ninety miles to the east- 
ward of the capital. 

Two other mountains, named Kopscatepee and Iz- 
taccihuatl, which lie near each other, at the distance of 
thirty-three miles to the southeast of Mexico, are likewise 
surprisingly high. Clavegero supposes the former to be 
higher than the higliest of the Alps, considering the ele- 
vated ground on which the base of it stands. It has a 
crater more than half a mile wide ; fi-om which, in the 
time of the Mexican kings, great quantities of smoke and 
flame issued. In the last century it frequently threw out 
great showers of ashes upon the places adjacent; but irt 
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emitted flames. Both of these mountains have their tops 
always covered with snow in such quantities, that the 
masses which fall down upon the neighbouring rocks sup- 
ply the cities of Mexico, Gelspoli, Choluda, and all the 
adjacent country for the distance of forty miles, with that 
commodity, of which the consumption in the city of 
Mexico was so gre^t in 1812, that the impost on the ar- 
ticle for that year amounted to about thirty-six thousand 
crowns. 

Besides these, there are the two mountains of Coliman 
arid Tachtlau, both of which have occasionally emitted 
flames. 

Clavegero does not include in the list of Mexican vol- 
canoes, either those of Nicaragua or Guatimala, because 
these countries were not subject to the Mexican sove- 
reigns. Those of Guatimala sometimes break forth in a 
most furious manner,v and in the year 1773 entirely de- 
stfoyed that beautiful city. The Nicaragua volcano 
called Jurugo, was only a small hill before the year 1760, 
In that year, howpver, on the 29th of September, it began 
to bum with furious explosions, ruining entirely the su- 
gar works, and the neighbouring village of Guacara ; 
and from that time continued to emit fire and broken 
rocks in such quantities, that in six years the erupted 
matter had formed itself into three high mountains nearly 
six miles in circumference. During the time of the first 
eruption, the ashes were carried as far as the city of Que- 
retaro, which is one hundred and fifty miles distant from 
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Besides these voicaoioes, there are other mountains irt 
Mexico of a very remarkable height. The great chain 
called the Andes are continued through the isthmus of 
Panama, and through all Mexico, until they are lost in 
the unknown mountains of the /north. The most con- 
siderable of that chain is known in Mexico by the name 
of Sierra Madre, particularly that part of it situated in 
Cinalo and Tanahumara, provinces no less than one 
thousand two hundred miles distant from the capital. 

Mexico is well watered by very considerable rivers, 
though none of them are comparable to those of South 
America. Some of these rivers empty into the gulf of 
Mexico, and others into the Pacific ocean. The Alva- 
rado has its principal source among the mountains of the 
Zapotecas, and discharges itself by three navigable 
mouths into the Mexican gulf, at the distance of thirty 
miles from Vera Cruz. The Coatzocualco rises among 
the mountains of the Mixtecas, and empties itself into 
the gulf near the country of Onbualco. The river Chia- 
pan, which likewise runs into this gulf, rises among the 
mountains which separate the district of Chjapan from 
that of Guatimala. The Spaniards call this river Tabas- 
co, by which name they also call that tract of land which 
unites Yucatan to the Mexican continent. This tract 
was also called Grijalva, from the name of tlie command- 
er of the Spanish fleet who discovered it. 

The most celebrated of the rivers which run into the 
Pacific ocean, is that which is called by the Spaniards 
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There are likewise in this country several lakes of very, 
considerable magnitude, but those of Nicaragua, Cha- 
{>allau, and Pizquorro, which are of the greatest extent, 
did not belong to the ancient Mexican empire. The 
most remarkable were those in the vale of Mexico, in 
which the capital of the empire was founded. Of these, 
the fresh water one, called the lake of Chalco^ extended 
in length from east to west twelve miles, as far as the 
city of Xochiwiles ; from thence, taking a northerly 
direction, it incorporates itself by means of a canal with 
lake Tetzuco ; but its breadth does not exceed six miles. 
The other of these lakes, lake Tetzuco, formerly ex- 
tended fifteen, or rather seventeen miles from east to 
west, and something more from north to south ; but its 
. extent is now much less, by reason of the Spaniards 
having diverted the course of many of the streams which 
formerly ran into it. The water of this lake is salt, which 
davegero supposes to be owing to the nature of the soil 
which forms its bed. 

Besides these there are a number of smaller lakes, 
some of which are very delightful. There are a vast 
variety of mineral waters, of the nitrous, sulphureous, 
and aluminous kinds, some of them so hot that meat 
might be boiled in them. At Tetuhuacan is a kind of 
petrifying water, as well as in several other parts of the 
empire. One of them forms a kind of smooth white 
stone^ not unpleasant to the taste, the scrapings of 
'which, taken in broth, are celebrated as a diaphoretic^ 
probably>rithout any good reason ; the dose for a person 
not difficult to sweat, is one drachm of the scrapings. 

IVfantr r>,f4^U.^ _! -.riV T : ir„-J !_! J U^w,,i. 
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;it a place called Tempizque, fifteen miles to the south- 
ward of that city. Along a deep river called Aytoyaque^ 
is a natural bridge consisting of a vast mound of earth, 
along which carriages pass conveniently. Clavegero 
supposes it to have been the fragment of a mountain^ 
thrown down by an earthquake, and then penetrated by 
the river. 

The mineral productions of Mexico are very valuable. 
The natives found gold in several provinces of tha 
erapire. They gathered it principally from among the 
sands of tlicir rivers, in grains, and the people in whose 
country h: was found, were obliged to pay a certain part 
of it, by way of tribute, to the emperor. They dug silver 
out of the mines in Tlachco, and some other countries j 
but it was less prized by them than by other nations. 
Since the conquest, however, so many silver mines have 
been discovered in that country, especially in the provin* 
ces to the northwest of the capital, that it is in vain to at- 
tempt an enumeration of them. They had two sorts of 
copper, one kind of which was so hard as to serve them 
instead of iron, to make axes, and other instruments, for 
war and agriculture ; the other kind, which was soft and 
flexible, served for domestic purposes, as with us. They 
had likewise tin from the mine of Tlachco, and dug lead 
out of mines in the country of the Otomies, but we are 
not informed what use they made of this last metal. They 
had also mines of iron in Tlascala, Tlachco, and some 
other places ; but these were either unknown to the 
Mexicans, or they did not know how to benefit them- 
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these minerals were employed in painting and dying, 
but we know not to what Use they put tlieir quicksilver! 
There was great abundance of amber and asphaltos upon 
their coasts, both of which were paid in tribute to the 
emperor of Mexico, from many ports of the empire; 
the former was wont to be set in gold by way of oma-' 
ment, and asphaltos was employed in their sacrifices. 

Mexico produces some diamonds, though but few ia 
number ; but they have in great plenty some other pre- 
cious stones, such as amethysts, cat's-eyes, turquoises, 
cornelians, and some green stones resembling emeralds^ 
and very little inferior to them, of all which a tribute was 
paid to the emperor, by the people in M^hose territories 
they were found. They were likewise furnished with 
crystal in plenty from the mountains which lie on the 
coast of the Mexican gulf, bet\veen the port of Vera 
Cruz and tiie river Ghinquionquiaco, In the mountains of 
Celpolalon, to the eastward of Mexico, are quarries of 
jasper and marble, of different colours ; they have like- 
Wise alabaster at a place called Tecalco, now Tecula, in 
the neighbourhood of the province of Tapeyacac, and 
many other parts of the empire. The stone tetzortli is 
generally of a dark red colour, pretty hard, porous, and 
light ; it unites most firmly with lime and sand, and on 
that account it is in great demand for building in the capi- 
tal where the foundation is bad. There is a large moun- 
tain of loadstone fyi^^ between Tesitzlau and Chilapan, 
in the counfty of t/,^ ^-^/aviixcas. They formed curious 
Hgures of nephritic ^^„^_ some of whirh are stHI ,.r^- 



234 KER'S TRAVELS. 

whiten their paintings. But the most useful stone they 
have is called itzli, of Avhich there is great abundance in 
many piuts of Mexico. It has a glossy appearance, is 
generally of a black colour, though sometimes found of 
a bhje or white, and is semi-transparent. In South 
America the stone is called pictra del golinarro ; and 
Count Cay! us endeavours to show, in a manuscript dis- 
sertation quoted by Bomore, that the obsidiona of which 
the ancients made their vores inurrica, Avere exactly simi- 
lar to this stone. The Mexicans make of it looking- 
glasses, knives, lancets, razors, and spears. Sacred uses 
have been made of it since the introduction of Chris- 
tianity. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

Soil of Mexico — Variety oj its vegetable productions- 
Luxurious growth of its forest trees — Description of 
the trees which produce liquid amber — Description cf 
the animals peculiar to Mexico — Great variety of 
birds. 

The soil of Mexico, though various, produces every 
where the necessaries, and even the luxuries of life. 
The Abbe Spolatro, who lately travelled through the 
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aee esteemed, some for their flowers, some for their fruits, 
some for their leaves, some for their roots, some for their 
trunk, or their wood, and others for their giim, resin, oi|, 
lawjiiice. 

Mexico abounds with a great variety o£ flowers, many, 
of vi^hich are peculiar to the country, while multitudes 
o£ others, imported from Europe and Asia, rival in lux- 
uriance the plants of the native country. 

The fruits are some of them natives of the Canary 
islands, and others of Spain, besides those which are the 
natural growjth of the country. The exotics are water- 
melons, apples, pears, peaches, quinces, apricots, pome- 
granates, figs, black cherries, walnuts, almonds, olivesj^ 
chesnuts, and grapes ; though these last are likewise na- 
tives. There are two ,kinds of wild vine found in the 
country, one of which resembles the common vine in 
its shoots and in the figure of its leaves; it pro- 
duces large red grapes, covered with a hard skin, 
but of a sweet and grateful taste, which would undoubt- 
edly^ greatly improve by culture. The grape of the other 
kind is large, hard, and of ^ harsh taste, but they make 
an excellent conserve of it^ 

Clavegero is of opinion that the cocoa tr^e, plantain, 
citron, orange, and lemon, came from the Philippine and 
Canary islands ; but it is certain that these, as well as 
other trees, thrive in this country as well as in their native 
soil.j 

All the maritime parts of the country abound with co- 
coanut trees. They have seven kinds of oranges, and 
•five of lemons ; they have likewise four kinds of plantains, 
the ^largest of which, called the zapala, is from fifteen to 
twenty inches long, and about tl^ee in diameter; it is 
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hard, but little esteemed, and only eaten when roasted or 
boiled. The platano largo, or large plantain, is about 
eight inches long and one and a half in diameter ; the 
skin is at first green, but becomes blackish when perfectiy^ 
ripe. The guirco is a smaller fruit, but richer, softer, 
and more delicious, though not so wholesome. A spe- 
cies of plantain called the dominico, is smaller and more 
delicate than the others. There are whole woods of plan- 
tain trees, oranges, and lemons ; and the people of Mi- 
chuacan carry on a considerable trade with the dried 
plantains, Avhich are preferable either to raisins or figs. 

The Abbe Spolatro enumerates tliirty-eight diiferent 
species of fruit, natives of Mexico, besides many others, 
the names of which are not mentioned. 

Hernandez, another writer, mentions four kinds of 
cocoa, the smallest kind of which was in the most use, for 
making chocolate and other drinks daily made use of ; 
tlie other kinds served rather for money in commerce than 
for aliment. The cocoa was one of the plants most cul- 
tivated in the countries of the empire, and many of the 
provinces paid their tribute to the emperor in this article, 
particularly that of Xoconocho, the cocoa of which wa^ 
particularly esteemed. 

Cotton Avas one of the most valuable productions of the 
countr)^, as it served instead of flax, though this last arti- 
cle Avas also produced in the country : it is of two kinds, 
the white and tawny coloured. 

The inhabitants of this country make use of rocou, or 
Brazil-wood, in their dying, as do also the Europeans, 
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lion of that article from Europe, was maize, called by the 
Mexicans tluslis, of which there were several kinds, dif- 
fering in size, weight, colour, and taste. This kind of 
grain was brought from Mexico to Spain, and from Spain 
to other countries of Europe. 

The French bean was the principal kind of pulse 
in use among them, of which there Avere more species 
than of the maize : the largest was called ayacotli, Avhich 
was of the size of the common bean, and had a beautiful 
red flower ; but the most esteemed was the small black, 
heavy French bean. This kind of pulse, which is not 
good in Italy, is in Mexico so excellent that it not only 
serves for sustenance to the poorer class of people, but is 
esteemed a luxury by the Spanish nobility. 

Of the excellent roots of Mexico, the following were 
the most remarkable : the xicama, called by the Mexi- 
cans catzotl ; this root is about the size and shape of an 
onion, solid, fresh, juicy, and of a white colour ; it is 
always eaten raw.. The camate is another kind very 
common in the country, of which there are three sorts, 
white, yellow, and purple ; this kind is best when boiled. 
The cacomite is the root of a plant which has a beautiful 
flower called the tiger-flower, with three red pointed 
petals, the middle part mixed with white and red, some- 
what resembling the spots of the animal from which it 
takes its name. The huacamate is the root of a kind of 
cassavi plant, and is likewise boiled. The papa, a root 
which has been transplanted into Europe and greatly ad- 
mired for its delicacy and good flavour, was brought from 
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vegetables, imported from the Canaries, Spain, and other 
countries of Europe. 

The American aloe is very similar to the real one, and 
is a plant of which the Mexicans did formerly, and the 
Spaniards do at present, make great use. 

They have in this country a variety of palm trees, froin 
the fibres of which they make thread : the bark of some 
of them, to the depth of three fingers, is a mass of mem- 
branes, of which the poor people make mats : the leaves 
of others are used as oniaments at their festivals ; they 
are round, gross, white, and shining, and have the ap- 
pearance of shells heaped one upon another. A fourth 
kind bears nuts called escoas, or nuts of oil ; these nuts 
are of the size of a nutmeg, having in the inside a white, 
oily, eatal)le kernel, covered by a thin purple pellicle. 
The oil has a sweet scent, and is easily condensed, when 
it becomes a soft mass, as white as snow. 

Of timber trees there are a great variety, not inferior 
to any in the world ; and as there are a variety of climates 
in the country, every one produces a kind of Xvood pe- 
culiar to itself. There arc whole woods of cedars, and 
ebonies ; vast quantities of agallochum, or wood of 
aloes ; besides others, valuable on account of their weight, 
durability, and hardness, or for their being easily cut, 
pliable, of a fine colour, or an agreeable smell. There 
are also in Mexico, innumerable trees remarkable for their 
size. Acosta, mentions a cedar, the trunk of which was 
sixteen fathoms in circumference ; and I measured one 
which was one hundred and ten feet in length. In the 
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conveniently hold fourteen horsemen ; nay, we are in- 
formed by the archbislv)p of Toledo, that in 1770 he 
went to view it along with the archbishop of Gautamala, 
at which time he caused a hundred young lads to enter its 
cavity. Our author mentions some other trees of the 
species called ceiba, which for magnitude may be com- 
pared with this celebrated fir : " The largeness of these 
trees," says he, " is proportioned to their prodigious ele-* 
vation, and they afford a most delightful prospect at the 
time they are adorned with new leaves, and loaded with 
fruit, in which there is enclosed a particular species of 
fine white cotton ; this might be, and perhaps is made 
into webs as soft, delicate, and perhaps more so than silk ; " 
but it is toilsome to spin, on account of the smallness of 
the threads, and the profit docs not requite tlie labour, 
the web not being lasting. Some use it for pillows, and 
matrasses, which liave the singular property of expandirig 
enormously when exposed to the heat of the sun.'^ 
De Bomane says, ^' That tlie Africans make of the 
thread of the ceiba, that vegetable taffeta Avhich is so 
scarce and so much esteemed in Europe. The scarcity 
of such clQth is not to be wondered at, considering the 
difficulty of making it. The ceiba is higher than all 
other trees yet known.'* 

The tree producing liquid amber, the liquid storax of 

the Mexicans, is of a large size ; the leaves afe similar 

to those of the maple, indented, white in one part and 

darkjn the other, disposed of threes ; the fruit is thorny 

and round, but polygonal, with the surface and tlie 

^^gks jrellow ; the bark of the tree partly green and 
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of the same name which is still more valuable. Liquid 
amber is likewise obtained frqfii a decoction of the 
branches, but it is inferior to that obtained from the 
trunk. 

The name copalli, in Mexico, is generic, and common 
to all the resins, but especially 3ignifies those made use 
of for incense. There are ten species of these trees, 
yielding resiiis of this kind, the principal of which is that 
from which the copal is got, so well known in medicine 
and varnishes. A great quantity of this was made use of 
by the ancient Mexicans, and is still used for similar 
purposes by the Spaniards; The tecopalli, or tepeco- 
palli, is a resin similar to the incense of Arabia, which 
distils from a tree of moderate size that grows in the 
mountains, having a fruit like an acorn, and containing 
the nut inveloped in a mucilage, witliin which there is a 
small kernel useful in medicine. 

The misquitl, or mesquite, is a species of true acacia^ 
and the gum distilling from it is said to be the true gum 
arable. It is a thorny shrub, with branches irregulaply 
disposed, the leaves small, thin, and finnated, and the 
flowers like those of the birch tree ; the fruit is sweet and 
eatable, and contdns a seed of which the barbarous 
Chickemacas used to make a kind of paste which served 
them for bread. The wood is exceedingly hard and 
heavy, and the trees are as common in Mex;ico as oak,s 
are in Europe. 

Of the elastic gums, which are found in plenty in 
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tO what is done in Europe with wax, and by which means 
they are all rendered water proof. 

Clavegero laments^ that the history of vegetables in 
Mexico is very little known, and that of animals no bet- 
ter. Although there have been several writers of consid- 
ierable abilities since his time, yet much remains to be 
explored, and a vast field is still open to the botanist and 
zoologist, well worthy of attention. 

" The first Spaniards," says he, ** who gave them 
names, were more skilful in the art of war than in the 
study of nature. Instead of retaining the terms whiclx 
would have been most proper, they denominated many 
aninials tigers, wolves, bears, dogs, squirrels, &c» 
although they were very different, merely from some 
resetnblance in the colour of their skin, their figure, or 
some similarity in habits and disposition." 

The quadrupeds found in Mexico at the arrival of the 
Spaniards were, lions, tigers, wild cats, bears, Avolves, 
foxes, the common stag, white stags, bucks, wild goats, 
badgers, polecats, weazels, martins, squirrels, polatucas, 
rabbits, hares, otters, and rats. All these animals are 
supposed to be common to both continents. The white 
^stag, whether it be the same as the other kind or not, is 
undoubtedly common to both, and was known to the 
Greeks and Romans. The Mexicans call it the " king 
of the stags." 

M. Buffon imagines the white colour of this stag to be 
the effect of captivity ; but Clavegero says that it is found 
wild, and of the same white colour, on almost all tlio 
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the lion, the tiger, or the rabbit, to be natives of this 
country. 

The animals which are common to Mexico with the 
other parts of the continent, are the Mexican hog, the mou- 
sete, the opossum, the armidillo, and the techichi, a small 
animal resembling a dog, which being perfectly dumb, 
gave occasion for the report that the Mexican dogs could 
not bark. The flesh of this animal was esteemed an 
agreeable and nourishing food. After the conquest of 
Mexico, the Spaniards, having neither large cattle nor 
sheep, provided their markets with this animal, by which 
means the species became extinct, though it had been 
very numerous. 

The land squirrel is very numerous in the kingdom 
of Michuachan ; it has great elegance of form, and is 
extremely graceful in its movements, but it cannot be 
tamed, and bites most furiously every person who ap- 
proaches it. 

Besides these, there are sea-lions, raccoons^ and that 
voracious animal named the tapir. There are likewise 
great numbers of monkies, of many different kinds, some 
of Avhich have heads resembling those of dogs, and some 
of them are strong and fierce, equalling a man ki stature 
when they stand upright. 

Among the animals peculiar to Mexico, is one named 
by Clavegero the coyoto, which appears to have been in- 
accurately described by historians, some making it of one 
species, and some of another. The tlacojotl, or ilelcoyo- 
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sfe&e of a small dog, is so bold that it attacks deer, and 
sometimes kills them. 

Another animal, larger than either of the two former, 
is'^balled the xoloitzcuintli ; some of these are no less 
than four feet in length ; its face resembles that of the 
dog, and it has tusks like the wolf; its ears are erect^ 
its neck is gross, and its tail long. This animal is en- 
^rely destitute of hair except on the snout, where there 
are some thick crooked bristles ; the whole body is 
covered with a smoodi, soft, ash- coloured skin, with 
black and tawny spots. This species of animals, as well 
as the two former, are almost totally extinct. 

An animal called ocstochly, a kind of wild cat, is re- 
markable, more for the fabulous account p^ it, than for 
any singular property with which it is really endowed. 
According to the account of Dr. Hernandez, when this 
creature takes any prey, it covers it with leaves, and af- 
terwards, mounting on some neighbouring tree, it begins 
howling, to invite other animals to partake of its prey, be- 
ing itself always the last to eat, because the poison of its 
tongue is so strong, that if it ate first the prey would be 
infected, and the other animals w^hich should eat would 
die. To these must be added a curious animal of the mole 
kind, which is called the tozan, or tuza ; it is about the 
size of an European mole, but very different in other 
respects. 

The birds are so numerous, and of such various ap- 
pearance and qualities, that Mexico has been called the 
country of birds, as Africa is that of quadrupeds. A 

t . 11.1 •. - , r»*» t t JM 



244 KER'S TRAVELS, 

the falcons were formerly esteemed so excellent, that by 
the desire of Philip II. an hundred of them were every 
year sent over to Spain. The largest, the most beautiful, 
and the most valuable kind of eagles, is that called by the 
Mexicans itzquachli, which Avill pursue, not only the lar- 
ger kinds of birds, but quadrupeds, and even men. 

The aquatic birds are very numerous, and of great va- 
riety ; there are at least twenty species of ducks, a vast, 
variety of geese, with several kinds of herons, swans, 
quails, water-rails, divers, king-fishers, pelicans, &c. 
The multitude of ducks is so great that they sometimes 
cover the fields, and appear at a distance like flocks of 
sheep. Some of the herons and egrets are perfectly 
white, and some ash-coloured ; others have the plumage 
of the body Avhite, while the neck, the top and upper 
parts of the v/ings, and part of the tail, are enlivened Avith 
a bright scarlet, or beautiful blue. 

There are a great number of birds that are valuable 
on account of their plumage, which av^s made use of by 
the Mexicans in their excellent mosaic work, an art 
which seems now to be totally lost. Peacocks have been 
brought from the old continent to Mexico, but not being* 
attended to, have propagated very slowly. 

The birds remarkable for their songs arc likewise Aery 
jjumcrous ; among these, tliat called the centzouilt, by 
Europeans the mock-bird, is most remarkable, on ac- - 
count of its counterfeiting the notes of all others it hears. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 



Description of the reptiles found in Mexico — Extraor^ 
dinary size of so?ne of them — Large frogs — Descrip- 
tion of the flying insects — Worms — Description of 
the zoophytes found on trees. 

JMexico, as well as all other countries in America, 
abounds with reptiles, many of which are of an enormous 
size. In the course of my travels I have had occasion to 
mention several, whose extraordinary length may have 
been thought to have been exaggerated ; but although 
not very common, they are frequently met with, and are 
inentioned by others without much surprise. 

The crocodiles are not less to be dreaded than those 
of Africa or Asia, There are likewise some of those mon- 
strous serpents which are met with in the East- Indies and 
in South- America, (and one of them, it will be recollected, 
I killed, and particularly described,) though happily they 
are not numerous, being seldom to be met with in any 
place but in woods and other unfrequented places. 

There are great numbers of lizards, some of which arc 
supposed to be poisonous, but I think this opinion is ill- 
founded. 

There are several kinds of poisonous serpents, of wliiclv 
the rattlesnake is one. Another kind of poisonous ser- 
pents is the cemecoatl, which is remarkable for having a 
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Among the harmless snakes is a very beautiful cmci 
about a foot in length, and of the tliickness of the little . 
finger : this snake seems to take great pleasure in the 
society of ants, insomuch that it will accompany these 
insects on their expeditions, and return with them to their 
usual rest : it is called both by the Spaniards and Mex- 
icans '^ the mother of ants." An eminent writer sup- 
poses, that all the attachment which diis snake shows to 
the ant-hill, is occasioned by its living on the ants them- 
selves. 

The ancient Mexicans were wont to take delight in 
S:eeping a harmless green snake which they caught in 
the fields, and which, when well fed, would grow to the 
length of five or six feet. It was generally kept in a 
tub, which it never left but to recei\^e food firom the 
hand of his master, and this it would take either mounted 
on his shoulder, or coiled about liis legs. 

The aquatic animals are innumerable. Clavegero 
mentions a species of frogs which are so large that a 
single one will weigh a pound, and which are excellent 
food. Of fish proper for food, he says he has counted 
upwards of one hundred, without taking in the turtle^ 
crab, or any other crustaceous fish. 

Of flying, and other minute insects^ the number is pro- 
digiously great. There ai'e a variety of beetles ; some, 
of a green colour, make a great noise in travelling, on 
which account they are much esteemed by children. 
There are great numbers of shining beetles, as well as 
luminous flies, which abound in the country, which make 
a delightful appearance. 
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taste : another is called the wandering wasp, from its fre- 
quent change of abode, and in consequence of these 
changes it is constantly employed in collecting materials 
for its habitations. There is also a black hornet with a 
red tail, the sting of which is so large and strong that it 
will not only penetrate a sugar-cane, but even the trunk 
of a tree. 

The lake of Mexico abounds with a kind of fly, the 
eggs of which are deposited upon the flags and rushes 
in such quantities as to form large masses ; these are 
collected by the fishermen, and carried to market for 
sale ; they are eaten both by Mexicans and Spaniards, 
and have much the same taste as the caviare of fish. 
The Mexicans also eat the flies themselves, ground and 
made up with saltpetre. 

There are abundance of gnats on lakes and in moist 
places, but the capital, by the late improvements which 
have taken place, is rendered entirely free from tliem. 
There are other flies which make no noise in their flight, 
but whose bite causes a violent itching, and if the pait be 
scratched, an open wound is apt to ensue. 

The butterflies' are very numerous, and their wings 
glow with colours far superior to those of Europe : the 
figures of some of them are given by Hernandez. 

But, with all j>s beauties and advantages, Mexico is 
subject to the (jf^^adful devastations of locusts, which 
sometimes occasj^jj destructive famines. 

There are sot^ ^f the worms of Mexico made use of 
bythemhahmni^^^ £bod ; others are poisonous. There 
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thick. The scorpions are very numerous, and, in the 
hot parts of the country, their poison is so strong as to 
kill children, and give terrible pain to adults. Their 
sting is most dangerous during those hours of the day 
in which the sun is hottest. 

In the province of Michuacan is a singular species of 
ant, larger than the common one, with a greyish body 
and black head ; on its hinder parts is a little bag, full of 
a sweet substance, of which children are very fond. 
The Mexicans suppose this to be a kind of honey col- 
lected by the insect ; but I think it rather the eggs. 

There is a mischievous kind of tick, which in the hot 
countries abounds among the grass : from thence it easily 
gets upon the clothes, and from them upon the skin ; 
there it fixes with such force, fi-om the particular figure 
of its feet, that it can scarcely be got off. At first it 
seems nothing but a small black speck, but in a short 
time enlarges to such a degree, from the blood which it 
sucks, that it equals the size of a bean, and tlien assumes 
a leaden colour. Oviedo, a celebrated Spanish writer, 
says the best and safest method of getting speedily rid of 
it, is by anointing the part with oil, and then scraping it 
with a knife. If it is not speedily removed, a wound is 
made similar to that which the rigera, or chegoe makes. 

The following insects were eaten by the ancient 
Mexicans, viz. The atilepitz, a marsh grasshopper, of a 
dark colour and great size, being not less than six inches 
long and two broad. The atopiana, a marsh beede, re- 
sembling in shape and size the flying beetle, having four 
feet, and covered widi a hard shell. The abuillhuila, a 
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on flae upper part of the body, and white upon the under 
part ; it stings with its tail, which is hard and poisonous. 
The ocuitlitz, a black marsh worm, which becomes white 
on being roasted. 

Among the curious productions of the animal kind to 
be met with in this country, Clavegero mentions a kind 
of zoophytes, which he saw in the year 1751, in a house 
in the country, about ten miles from the city of Angelo- 
poli, towards the southeast ; they are three or four inches 
long, and have four very long slender feet, with two 
antennae. Their body is nothing more than the fibres of 
the leaves, of the same shape, size, and colour, with 
those of the other leaves of the trees upon which these 
creatures are found- The zoophytes, however, are very 
rare, there being but four in the whole city of Mexico, 
which are kept in the cabinets of the curious. 

Cochineal is one of the most valuable products of 
Mexico, and great care is taken to rear the insect in 
different parts. The best is that which comes from the 
province of the Mixtecas. Some have reckoned that 
more than two thousand five hundred bags of cochineal 
are sent every year from Mixteca to Spain ; and the trade 
in that article, carried on by the city of Oaxala, is com- 
puted at two hundred thousand crowns value. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Particular description of the inhabitants of the Mexican 
empire — Illiberality of denying them the talent of in- 
vention — Disinterestedness of their character — Com- 
parison between the ancient and modern Mexicans — 
Some particulars of the Mestees — Inhumanity of the 
first conquerors of Mexico — Humane interposition of 
Bartholomew Las Casas — Partial emancipation of the 
Indians — Inefficacy of it — Illiberality of the Spanish 
government — Employments of the Mexicans* 

Though Mexico was originally inhabited by a number 
of different nations, yet all of them much resembled 
each other, not only in character, but in their external 
appearance. " They generally radier exceed than fell 
under the middle size, and are well proportioned in all 
their limbs. They have good complexions, narrow fore- 
heads, black eyes, clean, white, firm, and regular teeth ; 
thick, black, coarse, glossy hair ; tliin beards, and gene- 
rally no hair upon their legs, thighs, and arms.^ Their 
skin is of an olive colour. There is scarcely a nation on 
earth in which there are fewer persons deformed ; and 
it would be more difficult to find a single hump-backed, 
lame, or squint-eyed man, among a thousand Mexicans, 
than among an hundred of any other nation. 

" The unpleasantness of their colour, the smallness of 
tiieir foreheads, the thinness of their beards, and the 
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can neither be called very beautiful nor the contrary, but 
seerm to hold a middle place between the extremes ; their 
appearance neither engages nor disgusts. But among the 
young women of Mexico there are many very beautiful 
and. fair, whose beauty is at the same time rendered more 
^winning by the natural sweetness of their manner of speak- 
ing, and by the pleasantness and natural modesty of their 
whole behaviour. 

** Their senses are very acute, particularly that of 
sight, which they enjoy unimpaired to the latest age. 
Their constitutions are sound, and their health robust : 
they are entirely free of many disorders which are com- 
mon among the Spaniards ; but of the epidemical dis- 
eases to which their country is occasionally subject, they 
are generally the victims ; with them these diseases begin, 
ai\d^ with them they end. One never perceives in a 
Mexican that stinking breath which is occasioned in oth- 
er people by the corruption of the humours, or indig^^; 
tion. Their constitutions are phlegmatic ; but t\ve P*^^^^\ 
tons evacuations from their heads are very scaxvty^ ^^\A 
they seldom spit. They become grey-headed, and ^ ^^ 
earlier than the Spaniards ; and although most oi ^ ^g> 
die with acute diseases, it is not very imcomxrvoTv ^S^ ^-^^ ^ 
them to attab the age of an hundred. TKey scce ^^0-^^". 
i ^d ever have bee/J, moderate in eating, l3\xt: t\\d< ^^^ 
I ^lon for strong J' ^^x-s is carried to tlie grea.t:est. ^^^ ^ ^ 
I fc™erlythey^^,J^^pt within bounds by tl\^ s^a7^<V^2^<^ 
thelaws,but^^ti;ese liquors have beooxin^ so^^<^ 

*K„ _ _ ^ k .X-m^ eir senses ; and thi ^ 
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of correcting them, is undoubtedly the principal cause of 
the havoc which is made among them by epidemical dis- 
orders. 

" Many persons allow the Mexicans to possess a great 
talent at imitation, but deny them that of invention : a 
vulgar error, which is contradicted by the ancient histo- 
ry of that people. Their minds are affected by the same 
variety of passions with those of other nations, but not to. 
an equal degree : the Mexicans seldom exhibit tliose 
transports of anger, or frenzies of love, which are so com- 
mon in other countries. They are slow in their motions, 
and show a wonderful tenacity and steadiness in those 
works which require time and long continued attention. 
They are most patient under injuries and hardships, and 
where they suspect no evil intention, are most grateful 
for any kindness shewn ; but some Spaniards, who can- 
not distinguish patience from insensibility, nor distrust 
from ingi'atitude, say proverbially that the Indians are 
alike msensible to injuries . or benefits. That habitual 
distrust which they entertain of all who are not of their 
nation, prompts them often to lie and betray, so that good 
faith certainly has not been respected among them so 
much as it deserves. They are by nature taciturn, seri- 
ous, and austere, and show more anxiety to punish crimes 
tlian to reward virtue. 

" Generosity and disinterestedness are the principal fea- 
tures of their character. Gold, ^vith die Mexican, has not 
tliat value w'hich it possesses with others. They seem 
to give without reluctance what it has cost them the ut- 
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them, seem to have been the only ground for the much 

exaggperated charge of indolence against the Mexicans ; 

and afl^er all, there is no set of people in that country who 

labour more, or whose labour is more necess^irj. 

^ " The respect paid by the young people to the aged, 

and by children to their parents, seem to be a pria- 

' ciple bom with them. Parents are very fond of their 

^ children ; but the affection which husbands bear to their 

^ wives is certainly less than that which wives bear to their 

husbands ; and it is very common for the men to loyc 

their neighbours' wives better than their own. 

- " Courage and cowardice seem alternately so to affect 

their minds, that it is often difficult to determine whether 

the one or the other predominates : they meet dangers 

with intrepidity tvhen they proceed from natural causes, 

but are easily terrified by the stern looks of a Spaniard. 

That stupid indifference aboiit death and eternity, which 

some authors have thought inherent in the character of 

every Mexican, is peculiar only to those who are yet so 

rude and uninformed as to have no idea of a future 

state.'' 

Thus much with respect to the general character of 

\3ae. Mexicans ; but, as an eminent writer observes, *' the 

modem Mexicans are not in all respects similar to tha 
ancient, as the Greeks of these days have little resem- 
,^. >^i>ce to those wjjo Jived in the times of Plato and Peri- 
^^,< c(es. The aiicjcjjt Mexicans shewed more fire, and 
^ ' were more sensjfy^ ^c> the inipr^ 'ons of honour ; they 
^/ ^yere more intrepid x^nore nimbie rrxore active, more in- 

dustrious. but th^ ^ ^. . .» > ' . ^ -♦; 
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. are held in very great contempt. It is well known that 
fhe court of Madrid, in order to replenish a part of that 
dreadful vacancy which the avarice and cruelty of the 
conquerors had occasioned, and to regain the confidence 
of those who had escaped their fury, encouraged as much 
as possible the marriage of Spaniards with Indian women: 
these alliances, which became pretty common throughout 
Spanish America, were particularly frequent in Mexico, 
where the women had more understanding, and were 
i?nore agreeable than in other places. The Creoles trans- 
ferred to this mixed progeny the contemptuous slight 
they received from the Europeans : their condition, equi- 
vocal at first, in process of tin^ became fixed between 
the whites and the blacks. 

These blacks are not very numerous in Mexico, As 
the natives are more intelligent, more industrious, and 
more robust, than those of the other colours, they have 
hardly introduced any Africans, except such as were re- 
quired either to indulge the caprice, or perform the do- 
mestic service of the rich people. These slaves; who are 
much beloved by their masters, on whom they absolutely 
depend, who purchased them at an extravagant price, and 
who make them the ministers of their pleasures, take ad- 
vantage of the high favour they enjoy, to oppress the 
Mexicans : they assume over these men who are called 
free^ an ascendancy, which keeps up an implacable 
hatred between the two nations. The law has studied 
to encourage this aversion, by taking effectual measures 
to prevent all connexion between them. Negroes are 
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Accounts, the Africans, who in other settlements are ene- 
mies to Europeans, are in the Spanish Indies their warm 
friends. 

Authority has no need of this support, at least in Mex- 
ico, where population is no longer what it was formcrly- 
The first historians, and those who copied them, have 
recorded that the Spaniards found in Mexico ten millions 
of souls. This is supposed to have been the exagge- 
rated account of conquerors, to exalt the splendour of 
their triumph ; and it was adopted without examination 
with so much the more readiness, as it rendered them 
the more odious. We need only trace witli attention 
the progress of those ruffians who at first desolited tliese 
fine countries, in order to be convinced that they had not 
succeeded in multiplying men at Mexico and the adja- 
cent parts, but by depopulating the centre of the empire : 
and that the provinces which are remote from the capital, 
differed in nothing from the other deserts in South and 
North A-merica. It is making a great concession to al- 
low that the population of Mexico has been exaggerated 
one half, for it does not now much exceed two mill- 
ions. 

It is generally believed that the first conquerors mas- 
%s^j!x^d the Indians out of wantonness, and that even the 
priests incited them to these acts of ferocity. Undoubt- 
edly these inJian35;;^.^/^ieirs fi-equently shed bVoodVi^^- 
vm even an apj^^^ ^^araotive ; and certainly x\\e tat^^^^ 
vxksionaries did^ ^^^ se these barbarities as they o^g^^ 
to have done. ^*^ 

Thifi wjifi r>^w , - .1 •-^--.^nivl 
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its wretched inhabitants, more rigorous toil than was com- 
patible with their constitution and the climate. 

This oppression, was coeval with the conquest of the 
country-. All the lands were divided between the crown, 
thti conipaniojis of Cortez, and the grandees, or minis- 
ters, who were most in favour at the court of Spain. 
The Mexic[ins appointed to the royal domains, were des- 
tined to public labours, which originally were considera- 
ble. The lot of those who were employed on the estates 
of indi\ iduals, was still more \vretched : all groaned 
under a dreadful yoke. They were ill fed, and had no 
wages given them. Services were required of them, 
tinder which the most robust men would have sunk. 

Their misfortunes excited the compassion of BarthoU 
omew De Las Casas. This man, so famous in the 
annals of the new world, had accompanied his father, in 
the fu-st voyage made by Columbus. The mildness and 
simplicity of the Indians affected him so strongly, that he 
made himself an ecclesiastic, in order to devote his 
labours to^ their conversion ; but this soon became the 
least of his attention. As he was more a man than a 
priest, he felt more for the cruelties exercised against 
them than fca: their superstition. He was continually 
hurrying from one hemisphere to the other, in order to 
comfort the people for whom he had conceived an at- 
tachment, or to soften their tyrants. This conduct^ 
which made him idolized by tlie one, and dreaded by 
the other^ had not the success he expected. 
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^Varicie and cruelty which he endeavoured 
abdicated it It was then, that this cou 
disinterested man, accused his Country b 
bund of the whole universe. In his ac 
tyranny of the Spaniards in America, he ac 
having destroyed fifteen millions of the In 
ventured to find fault with the acrimony of 
no one accused him of exaggeration, 
which indicate the amiable turn of his di 
the sublimity of his sentiments, have stam] 
upon his barbarous countrymen, which tim 
never will have power to efface. 

The court of Madrid, awakened by the r 
of the virtuous Las Casas, and by the indig 
whole world, became sensible at last, that 
permitted was repugnant to religion, to hun 
policy, and resolved to break the chains of 1 
^heir liberty was now only restrained, bj 
dition that they should not quit the territc 
were settled. This precaution owed its 
fear that was entertained of their going to 
dering savages to the north and south of th( 

With their liberty, their lands ought to 
stored to them ; but this was not done, 
compelled them to work solely for their c 
Was only decreed that the Spaniards in 
they laboured, should stipulate to keep l 
pay them to the amount of five pounds 1 
year* 
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conquerors should have tlwnight of establishing : this was 
a fund set apart in each community, and appropriated to 
the relief of such Indians as were decayed or indisposed, 
and to their support under private or public calami- 
ties. 

The distribution of this fund was committed to their 
caciques. These were not the descendants of those whom 
they found in the country at the time of the conquest ; but 
the Spaniards chose them from among those Indians who 
appeared the most attached to their interests, and were un- 
der no apprehension from the circumstance of making these 
dignitaries hereditarj^ Their authority was limited to the 
support of the police in their district, which generally ex- 
tends eight or ten leagues, to the collecting of the tribute 
of those Indians who laboured on their own account, that 
of the others being stopped by the masters whom they 
served, and to the preventing of their flight, by keeping 
them ahvays under their inspection, and not suffering 
them to contract any engagement without their consent. 
As a reward for their services, these magistrates obtained 
from government a property : they were permitted to 
take out of the common stock two pe^ce half penny an- 
nually, for every Indian under their jurisdiction. At last 
they were empowered to get their fields cultivated by- 
such young men as were not subject to the poll tax: ; and 
to employ girls till the time of their marriage, in such 
occupations as were suited to their sex, without allowing 
them any salary except their maintenance. 
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Would their avarice permit them to pay for labour which 
hitfierto had cost them nothing. They employed them- 
selves successively, or in combinations, craft, remon- 
strance, and violence, to effect the subversion of an ar- 
rangement which so strongly contradicted their warmest 
passions ; but their efforts were ineffectual. Las Casas 
had raised up for his beloved Indians, protectors who 
seconded his design with zeal and warmth. The Mexi- 
cans themselves, finding a support, impeached their op- 
pressors before the tribunals that were either weak, or in 
the interest of the court. They carried their resolution 
so far as even unanimously to refuse to work for those 
who had treated any of their countrymen with injustice. 
This mutual agreement, more than any other circum- 
stance, gave solidity to the regulations which had been 
decreed ; the order prescribed by the laws was gradually 
established. There was no longer any regular system of 
oppression, but merely several of those particular vexa- 
tions which a vanquished people who have lost their gov- 
ernment can hardly avoid from those who have sub- 
dued it 

These clandestme acts of injustice did not prevent the 
Mexicans fi'om recovering, from time to time, certain de- 
tached portions of that immense territory of which their 
fathers had been despoiled. They purchased them of the 
royal domain, or of the great proprietors. It was not 
their labour which enabled them to make these acquisi- 
tions ; for this they were indebted to the discovery of 
some mines and otlier treasures which had been conceal- 
ed at the time of the conquest. The greatest number 
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Even those who experienced a fortune less propitious, 
procured for themselves by the sole profits of their pay, 
more conveniences than they had enjoyed before they 
yielded to a foreign yoke. We should be very much 
deceived if we were to judge of the ancient prosperity of 
the inhabitants of Mexico from what has been said by 
different writers of its emperor, its court, its capital, and 
the governors of its provinces. Despotism had there 
produced those fatal effects which it produces every- 
where. The whole state was sacrificed to the caprices, 
pleasures, and magnificence of a small number of per- 
sons. 

The government drew considerable advantages from 
the mines which it caused to be worked, and still greater 
from those which were in the hands of individuals. The 
salt works greatly added to its revenue. Those who fol- 
lowed agriculture, at the time of harvest paid a kind of a 
third of all the produce of the lands, whether they be- 
longed to them as their property, or wllether they were 
only the farmers of them. Men who lived by the chase, 
fishermen, cotters, and all mechanicks, paid the same 
proportion of their industry every montli. Even the poor 
were taxed at certain fixed contributions, which their la-? 
bour or their alms might put them in a condition to 
pay. 

The Meiiicans are now less unhappy. European fi-uits, 
corn, and cattle, have rendered their food more whole- 
some, agreeable, and abundant. Their houses are better 
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them better economists, and more laborious. This case, 
however, is far from being universal ; it is even very 
uncommon in the vicinity of mines, of towns, and of great 
roads, where tyranny seldom sleeps ; but we often find 
it with satisfection in remote parts, where the Spaniards 
are riot numerous, arid where they have in some measure 
become Mexicans. 

The employments of this people are very various : the 
most intelligent, and those who are in easy circumstances, 
devote themselves to the most necessary and most useful 
manufactures, which are dispersed through the whole 
empire. The most beautiful manufactures are establish- 
ed among the people of Lasca, their old capital, and tlie 
new one, which is called Angelos, which are the centre 
of this industry. In these places they manufacture cloth 
that is pretty fine, calicoes that have a handsome appear^ 
ance, certain slight silk goods, hats, gold lace, embroi- 
dery, lace, glasses, and a great deal of hardware. 

The eare of flocks affords a maintenance to some Mex- 
jeans whom fortune or nature has not called to more dis- 
tinguished employments. The single province of Tecu- 
man sends every year to Vera Cruz and Mexico, upwards 
of 80^000 beeves, besides a large number of mviles 
and horses. Their horses, it is said, have degenerated % 
but the quality is co/npensated by the number. T^e-^f 
substitute hog's iard ^^ ^/le place of butter. Their sheep 
are numerous, but t}^^ ^^^^^ol is coarse, dry, and iDad, ^^ 
it is every where bet^ ^j^^ tropics. 

^Yhevmeandojjp^ ^^ t^as experienced the same ^ 
generRcy ; the cultip /^^ n ^^^^ ^^as at first prolVibit-^ ' 



262 KER'S TRAYELS. 

to the Jesuits, and a little afterwards to the Marquis del 
Valle, a descendant from Cortez, to cultivate them : the 
attempts have not proved successful. The trials, indeed, 
that have been made, have not been abandoned ; but na 
person has solicited the liberty of following an example 
which did not promise any great emoluments. Other 
cultures have been more successful : cotton, sugar, silk, 
cocoa, tobacco, and European com, liave all thriven in 
some degree. The Spaniards are encouraged to prosecute 
the labours which these cultures require, from the happy 
circumstance of their having discovered iron mines, which 
were entirely unknown to the Mexicans, as well as some 
mines of a kind of copper that is hard enough to serve for 
implements of husbandry. However, from a want of 
men of industry, scarcely any thing is raised more than 
what is wanted for the consumption of the country : there 
is only the vanilla, indigo, and cochineal, which make ^ 
part of the trade of Mexico with other nations. 
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CHAP. XXVL 



General observations — Review of the benefits which have 
resulted to Europeans by the discovery of America — 
Sketch of the history of the Mexican empire — Expe- 
dition by Cortex — Death of Montezuma— Cruelties 
practised upon Gautemozin — Entire subjugation of the 
country by the Spaniards* 

W^E have now given a long account of the empire 
of Mexico, in which nothing has been omitted which 
could give information, or throw any light upon a coun- 
try which boasts of all the varieties of soil, from barren 
rocks to fertile plains and vallies. The author does not 
think it proper to pass on without giving a general ac- 
count of its first subjugation by the Spani^s* In doing 
this, the mind will be led with astonishment, to contem- 
plate the many barbarities which were committed by 
men who called themselves civilized, and whose osten- 
sible reasons for invading" the country were for the pur- 
pose of obtaining proselytes to the religion of Jesus ! 
that religion which te^^^^^ ^^ benevolence and good 
"^'^l towards all m^j^ 

I cannot, hovvey * -^^ith ^^^^ authors, lament tliat 
:^xnerica was ever ^^ ^^ ^^ . Although human depravity 
*^^s depopuZatec/ q^ *^^ ^^^ .^r continent of nearly seven 
pillions of inhabit^ P^<^^^^^ claimed possession imme- 
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given wealth and independence to a large portion wk) 
were groaning in poverty and bondage at home ; and in 
the United States, created seven millions of freemen, who, 
having ado|)ted a constitution by which they are enabled 
to choose their own rulers, are governed by men of their 
o^vn choice, and laws which secure to every citizen the 
free use of those rights which were transmitted to him by 
his forefathers. 

The empire of Mexico, after various attempts by 
others, was finally subdued by Cortez, in the year 1325. 
Montezuma was at that time emperor of Mexico- In 
the course of the year he was treacherously taken by 
Cortez, and held as a prisoner. During the imprison* 
ment of Montezuma, Cortez and his army had made 
repeated attacks on his subjects, but without success. 
Cortez was now determined, as his last recourse, to try 
what effect the interposition of Montezuma might have^ 
to soothe or overawe his subjects. This unfortunate 
prince, at the mercy of tlie treacherous Spaniards, and 
reduced to the sad necessity of becoming the instrument 
of his own disgrace, and of the slavery of his subjects, 
advanced to the battlements in liis royal robes, in all the 
pomp in which he used to appear on solemn occasions. 
At sight of their sovereign, whom they had long been 
accustomed to honour, and almost revere as a god, the 
weapons dropped from their hands, every tongue was 
silent, all bowed their heads, and many prostrated them* 
selves on the ground. 
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teeded reproaches and tlireats, and tfieir fury rising, in a 
moment they violently poured in whole flights of arrows, 
and voilies of stones, upon this unhappy monarch. Two 
of the arrows struck him in his body, which, with the 
blow of a stone on his temple, put an end to his life. 

Gautemozin succeeded Montezuma, and maintained 
a vigorous opposition against the assaults of Cortez ; but 
he, like his predecessor, after a noble defence, was forced 
to submit, and his capital was wrested fh)m him by 
Cortez and his followers. 

The ex!iltation of the Spaniards, on accomplishing this, 
arduous enterprisCj was at first excessive. But this w^as 
quickly damped by the cruel disappointment of those 
sanguine hopes which had animated them amidst so 
many hardships and dangers. Instead of inexhaustible 
wealth, which they expected from becoming masters of 
Montezuma^s treasures, and the ornaments of so many 
temples^ their rapaciousness could collect only an incon- 
siderable bootyj amidst ruins and desolation. Gaute- 
itiozin, aware of his impending fate, had ordered what 
remained of the riches amassed by his ancestors to be 
thrown into the lake. The Indian auxiliaries, wbil^ tive 
Spaniards wei'e engaged in conflict with the eneray ^ ^ 
carried off* the most valuable part of the spoil- 
sum to be divided ampng the conquerors was so ^^^*^ '* 
that many of them disdained to accept of the pi^^^^ 
^vhich fell to their share,* and all murmured an-^ ota 
claimed, some against Cortez and his confidants "^"^^^-LeVc 
they suspected of having secretly appropriated tc7 
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own iise, a large portion of the riches which should have 
been brought into the common stock ; others against 
Gautemozin, whom they accused of obstinacy in refus- 
ing to discover the place where he had hidden his treas- 
ure. 

Arguments, entreaties, and promises, were employed in 
order to soothe them, but with so little effect, that Cortez^ 
from solicitude to check the growing spirit of discontent, 
gave way to a deed which stained tlie glory of all his 
great actions. Witliout regarding the former dignity of 
Gautemozin, or feeling any reverence for those virtues 
which he had displayed, he subjected the unhappy mon- 
arch, together with his chief favourite, to torture, in 
order to force from them a discovery of the royal treas- 
ure, which it was supposed tliey had concealed. Gaute- 
mozin bore whatever the refined cruelty of his tormen- 
tors could inflict, witli the invincible fortitude of an 
American warrior. His fellow sufferer, overcome by 
the violence of tlie anguish, turned a dejected eye to- 
wards his master, which seemed to implore his permis- 
sion to reveal all he knew. But the high spirited prince 
darted upon him a look of authority mingled with scorn, 
and checked his weakness by asking, " Am / reposing 
on a bed of flowers ?" Overawed by the reproach, he 
persevered in his dutiful silence, and expired. Cortez, 
ashamed of a scene so horrid, rescued the royal victim 
from the hands of his torturers, and prolonged a life re- 
served for new indignities and sufferings. 

The fate of the capital, as both parties liad foreseen. 
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Rnd penetrated in different quarters to the great South 
ocean, which, according to ihe ideas of Columbus^ they 
imagined would open a short as well as an easy passage 
to the East Indies, and secure to tlie crown of Castile all 
die envied wealth of these fertile regions. The active 
mind of Cortez already began to form schemes for at- 
tempting this important discoven^ In his after schemes, 
however, he was disappointed, but Mexico has ever 
since remained under thp Spanish yoke ; although the 
^ate struggles which have animated these injured people 
to declare themselves free^ seem to point out that the 
time has now arrived when a dismemberment from a 
Spanish despotism is about to take place, and the time 
not far distant when the southern will be as free as the 
northern parts of America. 

In compiling this general view of the Mexican empire, 
I have with considerable care selected from the latest and 
most approved authorities. My residence in the city of 
Mexico gave me an opportunity of consulting works 
which were valuable and rare, and of receiving much 
information from gentlemen who had been long resident 
in the country. 

I feel myself under particular obligations to Mr. La- 
cour, and our vice-consul, Mr. Stephen, who were zeal- 
ous to procure me all the information in their power^^ 
which would be of service to me. To the principal of 
the Jesuit's college, who allowed me free access to their 
large and valuable library, and who furnished me with a 
manuscript written by the celebrated Bpmare, I feel par- 
ticularly grateful. From the works of the famous Abb^ 
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Wlien wc consider the important revolutions whici|L 
are Liking place in this counDy, and the probability that 
she will one day or otlicr become an independent country, 
and by flir the ricltest iii the M'orld as it respects minerals, 
it cannot but be desirable to liave an accurate account of 
the country ^ and that too frorai such sources as may be 
relied on. ■ 
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Author u taken up as a spy — Further residence in Mej^- 
ico rendered unsafe — Starts for St. Antonio — Arri- 
val at that place — Description of it — Difficulty of pro- 
curing a guide — Unexpected disappearance ofEdom — 
His return — Set out on our journey — Singular con- 
duct of my guide — Surrounded by banditti — Carried ta 
their cave — Conversation with the captain of the gang^ 
— Act in tlie capacity of a physician^ and acquire tfie 
friendship oftlie captain — Sijigular conversation, 

February, 1814. I now thought of returning to tlie 
United States, as my long residence in Mexico had en- 
abled me to collect all the information in my power 
respecting its soil, manners, customs, &c. and letters 
which I now received from my friends required my im,- 
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many places which it is not common to allow strangers to 
visit ; and in the course of my visits I frequently took 
notes of such curiosities as I thought worthy of attention* 
This had been observed by some of those informers, 
who are scattered over every despotic government, and 
who obtain a hving by depriving their fellow creatures of 
liberty ; information was immediateJy given by tlicm to 
the oflScers of government, that I was a spj^, acting undm* 
die orders of a foreign govern tnent, I ivas ivatched still 
closer, and some circumstances seeming to justii)' dicir 
suspicion, I was arrested and conducted before the tri- 
bunal* My papers, at the same time, were seized, and I 
was not allowed to have communication with any one- 
Fortunately, in all my writings I had avoided speaking 
unfavourably of the Spanish gpvernment, reserving my 
observations to some future period. My papers under- 
went a very strict examination, but nothing appearing in 
^evidence again^ me, after a detention of tliree days, at 
the particular and earnest request of Mr. Lacour, and 
some other American gentlemen, I was released ; at the 
same time I was given to understand that my longer resi- 
dence in the country would be attended with some diffi- 
culty, and was advised to take my departure as soon as 
possible. 

Before this afiair took place, I had made arrangements 
for goin^ to St. Antoi3/q, the capital of the province of 
Apachiera, and had ^Ir^a^^ contracted for ^l number of 
nuks, which I intcjucj^^ taking by that ^^^^ through 

the Tumryan frlha. nr» - ^.^^ — r „k:4.^^T,^^ ^ -^^«r1o oil r»Tpna- 



270 KER'S TRAVELS. 

On the 16th of Febi uiiry I started with my guide, a 
Spaniard, who had been recommended to me, and two 
native McxIclUis, who were residents of St. Antonio. 
Our first du) 's journey was pleasant and agreeable, the 
road being very good, ;nid the sky serene and clear. 
In the evening, about dark, we encamped in a fertile 
plain. 

The next morning we again set forward, and imme- 
diately entered the thick u cod through which we had to 
pass to get to St. Antonio ; the distance was about tliree 
days' journey, and we were under the necessity of taking 
this road in order to avoid the numerous hordes of petty 
officers, who infest the main road, and detain travellers on 
many frivolous pretences ; our journey was therefore un- 
interesting, dull, and in many places tedious. For twen- 
ty-four hours previous to our arrival, we were drenched 
witli continual rain, which swelled the rivers and brooks^ 
and rendered them almost impassable. On the third day, 
about dark, we arrived at St. Antonio. 

The town of St. Antonio is the capital of the province 
of Apachiera ; it is small, and not very regularly built ; 
many of the houses are of stone ; the streets are nar- 
row, and, not being payed, are very muddy. ITie public 
buildings are large and spacious ; they are buUt of firee- 
stone, and form the east side of a large square. In the 
centre of the square is placed a statue of copper gilt, as 
large as life. The market of this town is well supplied^ 
and beef may be bought here at two cents a pound ; fish 
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{jort my mules out of the country, without being subject- 
ed to very heavy exactions from th^ towns through which 
I should pass ; this was not done from any legal authori- 
ty, but the police was so badly regulated in many of the 
frontier towns, that it would be winked at by the officers 
of government : I therefore deemed it most advisable to 
go over the mountains by a circuitous route, and for that 
purpose set about procuring a guide who would conduct 
me with safety on my journey* 

It was some time before I could procure a person who 
was going over the mountain ; at last one was presented, 
who brought a letter from a Spanish gentleman of my 
acquaintance, recommending him very highly. His ap- 
pearance did not prepossess me very greatly in his fa- 
vour ; his height was about six feet ; his countenance 
was dark, and shaded by an enormous pair of whiskers ; 
a large pair of dark eyes, which glared with uncommon 
fierceness, completed one of the most savage counte- 
nances I ever saw. His terms were very moderate, and 
I employed him. He would be ready in two days, and 
tiie morning of the third we agreed to start 

The next morning, Edom, who had hitherto been the 
constant companion of my journey, was missing. I en- 
quired of my landlord where he was, and he informed 
me that he had not seen him since the night before. As 
he had never before gone away without obtaining leave 
of me, I felt alarmed lest he should have met with some 
difficulty. In the course of the day I searched for him in 
different parts of the town, but without effect. The 

^^xr+ Ar^^r^r^ r,^^>^r^l^ -..r«r, ^^.,r.lUr , , « r>, , ^^^r.,X , 1 S r^ U -..TOO 
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vice, I was determined to wait some time, in order, if 
possible, to recover him. My guide was much cha- 
grined at this determination, and endeavoured to persuade 
me to go on, and leave word for my negro to join me 
when I reached Nachitoches. I would not consent, and, 
after some altercation, he agreed to remain till I could 
go on. 

Four or five days elapsed, and still no intelligence of 
my man. I began to doubt whether I should ever sec 
him more, when, as I was sitting at my window, con- 
sidering what was to be done, he entered tlie room. I 
received him with joy, and after the first salutations^ 
begged him to tell me where he had been. He informed 
me that he went into the street on the evening of his 
departure, soon after I went to bed, intending to take a 
short walk ; he had just turned the comer of a street, 
when he heard the cry of murder repeated several times, 
which seemed to proceed firom a cellar at no great dis- 
tance. He hastened to the spot, and when he came 
there he found a woman, apparently in the agonies of 
death, and a man standing near her ; as soon as the man 
perceived him, he started, and in a few minutes was out 
of sight. The guard, who had been attracted by the 
noise, now coming up, and seeing no one near the spot 
but him, and the woman being speecliless, took him into 
custody, and would not allow him to speak to any one 
till the arrival of the alcaid, who arrived in town the 
day before. They would not release him, till the woman 
who had partly recovered was brought, and certified that 



J 'I 



I' 

i 
i 

kER^S TRAVELS. 273 J 

* 

i was glad to see him, and as 1 now had nothing to t 

tietain mej sent word to my guide that I would start *' 

the next morning. Accordingly, about 3 o^clock in the 
xnoming he came to my lodgings, and we commenced 
<yiir. journey. We had not proceeded more than five 
leagues from the town, before a violent storm of rain 
came on, which obliged us to take shelter in a miller's 
house. It rained incessantly for three or four hours, and, 
the roads becoming choked with water, we concluded to 
remain here all night. The miller received us with 
inuch hospitality, and cheerfully agreed to our remaining 
tvith him till the next day. His family consisted of his 
wife, three daughters, and a son about sixteen^ who 
assisted his father in the mill. 

The next morning we again set forward, the toads 
having become more dry. The sky was serene and c\ear> 
and we entered the forest with the hopes of ha^^^ft 
pleasant and delightful journey. We encatnp^^^ ^^ 
eight o'clock. v^v. 

In the morning we agam started, aiidi ptoc^^^ - ^e "^^ 
as much speed as the road would allow it ^^V\o^^ 
tnany places covered with underwood^ s^xxd a ^^fv^^"^ ^^ 
grass, which gets matted, and renders t>^^ a^^l-^i^ '^. 
some places heavy and disagreeable. -ri.^ A^ ^'^^^^' 

here diy and hea%, and the soil very x^ioi. \^V% ^^"^^ 
itisofathickbfeci/oan., and covered wi. ri^ e^- 

' ^n^tgnss,whic/,;Vmuchesteemeci bv^^^,^ ^^ ^^ 

' , ^^^S^"f ^erfforward, and about ^^ ;^l^^^<-^^ 
i tered more deep,^ j^^^ the wood. J J^."" ^ ""' ^ ^ 
V manner of procepH:-..- ■« , , "■" ^^ 
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out, as the other was more circuitous and not so often 
travelled, I told him he might continue ; and we pro- 
ceeded with difficulty through the long grass and under- 
wood, which were here very thick. About dark I pro- 
posed stopping, but he assured me that there was a Ijh^ 
spot which was open and clear, only a few miles ahead, 
and that it would be best to go there. About 8 o'clock 
we arrived in an qpen space, which seemed to have been 
formed by the cutting down of the trees. Before I had 
time to make any observations, a loud whistle caused 
me to turn round, and I saw advancing towards me, a 
large party, armed with guns and cutlasses. I seized my 
gun, but they instantly ran towards me, and in an in- 
stant I was on the ground. They now blindfolded me, 
and I was led along betweea two of them, who held me 
by the arms. They went forward^ a considerable dis- 
tance, and then began to descend, which they continued 
for a considerable time. The dampness of the air, I 
felt very perceptibly, which induced me to think that I 
was a considerable way under ground. 

Whither I was going, or why taken in this manner, I 
could not account, unless they were robbers, into whose 
hands I had been betrayed by my perfidious guide. 

After being conducted is this manner for near a quarter 
of an hour, they stopped, and in a few minutes I heard 
a voice, whose commanding tone induced me to believe 
him to be a man of authority, speak in the Spanish lan- 
guage, and order me to be unbound. They imme- 
diately loosened the bandage, and I found myself in a 
small nassupe whir.h ^vas licrhterl hv fnnr tnrrfipQ A 
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persons, whose ferocious countenances declared them 
capable of performing any diabolical deed which might 
be suggested to them. 

He surveyed me some time in silence, and then turn- 
ing from me, spoke in a low tone of voice to one, who 
stood near him, and departed. The one to whom he 
spake now took a torch, and beckoned me to follow 
him ; I did so, and after going along several" windings of 
the rock, all of which I perceived had doors in them, he 
reached the extremity of one, and opening a door which 
was made of iron, he pointed in silence that I might 
enter. When I got in he shut the door, and I heard 
him turn a key. My reflections were gloomy, and I 
felt as though I was shut out from all the world. 

In about an hour, an old woman whom I had not 
before seen, made her appearance. She brought with 
her a cold fowl, and some coiFee, which she set down ; 
she then went away without saying a word. In a few 
minutes slae returned, with a matrass and bedding, 
which she put on a cot, and made me up a comfortable 
bed. 

I had hitherto preserved a profound silence, and I saw 
nothing in the face of this old woman which was an in- 
ducement for me to break it She was below the middle 
size; her countenance sallow, and much blackened by 
the sun. She had a very long nose, and one of \i^t eyes 
had been put out in some squabble. Her wlxoVe o^p^ear- 
ance was the most ugly I had ever seen in wotrt^^^^^' ^^ 
soon as she had made my bed she departed, locking tne 
door after her, and preserving a profound sil^ricc during^ 

fhf* Tvfirfclf* r\f hf^r i/icit Tn ^}^n^ mnminnr cVif^ C^O.YT\C ag«* ' 
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self. As they had not searched my pockets when th^ 
brought me into the cavern, I had still pen, ink, and pa-r 
per, besides a considerable sum of money, which I se- 
creted against a time of need, for I had an idea that I 
should yet be enabled to escape from my present situ^ 
tion if they allowed me to remain alive, which, from the 
manner they treated me, I had no doubt they would» 

I continufed in this manner for three days, when on the 
third night I heard a considerable noise and bustie, which 
seemed to be some violent contention among the band of 
robbers, for I had now no doubt of their being such* 

In about an hour my door was unlocked, ^id a m^ 
whom I had not before seen, entered, and advance^ 
towards me. I kept my eye fixed upon him, expecting 
he had come with an intention of attacking me. At la^ 
he asked me in Spanish if I understood any thing of 
medicine, f As I had a small chest of medicines with me, 
I did not doubt they had concluded from this that I was 
a physician, and I answered him in the affirmative. He 
immediately left me, and did not return for near an hour. 
When he came back he opened the door, and bade me 
follow him. I immediately went out, and we proceeded 
in the same direction I had come, until we came to a 
turning which branched off to the right ; we turned into 
it, and after proceeding for some time, he opened a doOT 
which led me into a large hall ; he now motioned me to 
sit down. All was silent as the grave, for not a word had 
been spoken from the time we left my chamber. The 
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^rrounded me, seemed to give a gloomy horror to my 
situsrtion, and for the moment I felt the impression of 
fear stealing over me. 

fo a diort time the man who conducted me here came 
back, and desired me to follow film. His accent \^^as 
respectful, and his whole behaviour seemed to be much 
altered from what it had been. I followed him in silence, 
and a few minutes brought me to a small room, in which 
was a bed with curtains, and the other furniture was rich 
and elegant ; two lamps of silver with six wicks, hung 
in the centre of the room, and a sideboard, which stood 
(Ml one side, contained a rich service of plate. ' I was led 
to the bedside, and a man undrew the curtains and ad- 
dressed me in the Spanish language. The moment he 
spoke I k;^ew him to be the captain of the band. He told 
me that he was very ill, and in great pain ; that their phy* 
sician had been killed the night before ; that seeing I 
had a box of medicines, they believed me to be a phy- 
sician ; if I was, and would cure Kim, he should not be 
ungrateful (or it. After a short pause he added, if, how- 
ever, you should attempt to take my life, in hopes by that 
means to effect your liberty, be assured that it will be 
all in vain, and that the most lingering death will await 
you : I have those who will watch your proceedings, and 
on the least appearance of my growing worse you will h^ 
put in close confinement. 

Although this information rendered it ha2i^^^^^ ^^^ 
me to undertake any thing for him, yet there ^^^ ^^ ^^ 
ternative, for he assured me I should not be allowed to 
leave mv rocwn unless I consented to no^ ^rr t>est endea- 
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I accordingly felt his pulse, and found him in a high 
fever, which, from appearances, I judged to be of an 
inflammatory kind. I told him I conceived bleeding to 
be abboliitely necessary ; and took from his arm eight 
ounces of blood, and gave him some medicine which 
would be of service in relieving his pain. Some refresh- 
ments ^vere brought to me, and I continued with him 
until he fell into a profound sleep. 

In about three hours I was again sent for, and found 
my patient much better than I had expected, he being 
entirely free from pain. He expressed himself very 
thankful to me for my assistance, and entered freely into 
conversation ; in the course of which, he assured me that 
I need be under no apprehension for my personal safety, 
as long as I did not attempt to make my escape, but that 
whenever I attempted that, he could no longer protect 
me. 

In a few days the captain was so far recovered as to be 
able to leave his bed for a short time each day. During 
this time I continued his constant companion, and he 
seemed to take pleasure in my company ; at night I al- 
ways retired to the room which I first occupied, and sel- 
dom left it till after breakfast. 

I one morning went into his room, and was much sur- 
prised to hear him return the compliment of the morning 
in good English. He laughingly told me he thought he 
could speak his native tongue best. I then understood 
he was a native of the United States, but of what partic- 
ular part I could not learn, as he had travelled all over 
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9^eaky and 1 was frequently left alone in his room- 
Perceiving this, he told me that there was a small room 
to the right which contained a few books, but whether 
any thing worthy of attention or not he did not know, as 
Jie seldom read any, and the room had not been used 
since Frederick, a young man who formerly lived wifli 
them, died, I went in, and found about one hundred 
volumes, ranged on shelves in a very neat and orderly 
manlier. Among them were many good English and 
Spanish authors, which I judged from appearance had 
been taken from travellers. With them I passed the 
time as agreeably as could be expected in my situa- 
tion, and the uncertainty when I should again be at my 
liberty. 

^ In about three weeks the captain was perfectly recov- 
ered, and one evening there was to be given a little enter- 
tainment on account of his recovery. I remained with him 
a great part of the day, and at night, when I was about to 
retire, he told me that he should be glad of my company 
to supper that evening. I could not with propriety re« 
fuse, and about eight we entered the hall wluch served 
tiiem for their nightly banquets. They were already 
assembled, and on his entrance they all arose and vjeV 
comed him with shouts of applause. He bbW^^> ^ 
• took his seat at the head of the table, and directed- ^'^^ ^ 
a seat by the side of him. 

I now had liberty to look around and observe t1>^ ^% ^^ 
in which we were. It was a natural exeavatio^ ^^ tXie 
mountain, but had been considerably widened ^^^tow^ 
art of man ; the roof was near fifteen feet hi^^^^^^Vtrv?; 
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fusion of every thing which could provdte or gcati^ ^itp 

appetite. 

The company consisted of about thirty ixnen, whos0 
aspects bespoke them familiar with guilt, and who mere 
only intent on the gratification of dieir sensual a{^etxbQB» 
The captain, whose sickness had r^dered him mikl im 
the chamber, now assumed that fierce and dcterminecl 
air which was peculiar, to his profession, and for a mo* 
,ment I could not perceive that he was the ^ame saaiu 

After supper the wine began to cii^culate^ and noise aodl 
mirth soon reigned throughout the cavern* The cap^am 
drank very sparingly of the wine^ and at an early hour be 
retired to his chamber, being still too weak to set up a 
great while at a time. 1 accompanied him to the door^ 
and then retired to my room, meditating on the m^aiis 
most likely to effect my escape firom a place of sach 
Wretchedness and infamy^ 

I repaired in the morning to the library, as I now osiU 
cd it, firom the circumstance of its containing all ^be 
books in the cavern, and w^ soon joined by tte captadn^ 
who, taking a chair nearly opposite me, commenced dSJk 
animated convei^tion on the duties of religion, and the 
tlhine attributes of the Deity. At first 1 sui^)os€)d iha^ 
he was jesting, muJ that I should soon hear some of th© 
stale observations of Thomas Paine, or others of the jsaflM- 
school ; but t was mistaken, and his langu^e was i^ Q(^-^ 
vous and elegant, and he expatiated with such oleames9 
and perspicuity, that 1 listened with fix^ att^&uu- 
When he ceased speaking, I ventured to hid to l^.dkit 
the sentiments which he had just now exj^ressed were att 
congenial to his present mode of life. " I acknowledge 
it," said he, " but the lips of men dtendmies cmgfem 
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sentinlents which they cannot but acknowledge the just- 
ness of, though at the same time their actions are directly 
opposite to them." 

He now changed the conversation to the books which 
Were in the room, and in the course of it mentioned the 
young man who had taken so much care of them, whom 
he called Frederick. I ventured to ask him who he was, 
and what was the cause of his death. At these questions 
his countenance changed, and he sat for some minutes 
silent : at last he replied, ** I have no objections to an- 
swering the questions you put to me as far as it is in my 
power, provided you will solemnly promise never to relate 
it to any one here." I without hesitation made the re- 
quired pVomise, and he jwoceeded as follows : " It is im- 
possible for me to tell you correctly who he was ; but 
thus much I know, he was an American, and I judged 
bom in one of the southern states ; his manners were 
mild j and he acquired the good will of the most ferocious 
of our band ; he was with us about twelve months, but, 
as his constitution was delicate, he fell into a decline, 
which carried him off in about three months after he took 
to his bed ; he selected all the books which you now see, 
and arranged them in this. room, and this was his chief 
amusement. I used my best enckavours with the band « 
to have him liberated, but without effect, as there are 
many among us who have less feeling th^m the brute cre- 
ation, and they were fearful that he ^\ ould beti^uy them, 
although he assured them in the most solemn manner that 
he would never divulge their place of concealment." 

Here tlie ferocity of his countenance was changed, and 
a tear trickled down his cheek ; he wiped it hastily away, 
and then said, " Sir, it may iseem surprising to you that 

36 
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I should be so much affected at the death of a Miovi 
creature, who have been instrumental in the deadi of 
hundreds ; but there are moments when the principles 
which were inculcated by my ever respected parents will 
prevail, and triuniph over the vicious principles I have 
imbibed. To show you that I do not overrate the talents 
of this young man, I will show you a paper which he 
wrote a short time before his death, and which seems to 
be a final farewell to all his relations/' He now rose, 
opened the drawer of a writing desk, handed me a papery 
and left the room. 



CHAP, xxvin. 

Contents of the paper given me by the captain — Fare^ 
well verses — The band prepares for an expedition — 
Resolution of keeping me confined during their absence 
— Ineffectual attempt to discover their route — Return 
of the gang — Quarrel between the captain and one of 
the men — resolution of the captain to give me my lib- 
• erty — Interesting conversation with him. 

Upon an examination of the paper which was handed 
me by the captain, I found that it contained no regular 
narrative, but what was evidentlv wTitten when the mind 
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Stretched on their extended couch the innocent and the 
guilty, when all nature rests^ and every thing is silent as 
the grave, I, who am fast going to the tomb, who have 
no friend near, no kind mother to smooth the bed of 
death, and render the path more clicering, am alone 
awake, and alive to the miseries of my situation- Fancy 
already paints my tender and afFectionate mother boA\cd 
by the weight of sorrow almost to the grave ; and my 
sprightly sisters, whose aftcctionate endearments often 
cheered me in the hour of despondency, now sitting in 
mournful sadness, and expressing unavailing wishes for 
the return of their beloved brother ; but I am gone, gone 
for ever. My mother, never sha!l I ngain be encircled in 
your arms, never will you again behold your lost son. 
Shut from all society that can with propriety be consid- 
ered human, oppressed with a disease which is as certain 
as the sting of death, I have no hope this side the grave. 
Could I but soften the hearts of those who hold me in 
captivity, I might yet behold the beams of the rising 
sun, yet be clasped in the arms of my affectionate parent, 
and breathe out the remainder of m^y life on her maternal 
bosom. But no ; hapihess is not to be mine in this 
world. The pleasure of once more beholding tl^ose who 
are dear to me, is denied, and I must linger owtxVve re- 
mainder of my days in a dungeon, sutTOWuded witn 
wretches whose hearts are steeled against tX^^ i^^'^V' ^ 
humanity. — , . 

'' But why do I complain ? has it i^^ot pl^^^^^^'^ To 
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where joy for ever reigns, — where infinite mercy, and m- 
finite love, are united as firm as. the immutability of God, 
and lasting as eternity. To Him^ then, I go, who has 
declared himself to be *^ the resurrection and the life, and 
that whosoever belie veth in him shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life." 

" Fareuell, then, my much loved friends; although 
I shall probably never see you again in this world, yet 
when you come to die, may you fall asleep in Jesus, and 
awake on tlie morning of the resurrection to a glorious 
immDrtallty ^ may jou go through the dark valley of the 
shadow of deadi rejoicing, and when we meet again it 
will be in that place where sickness and sorrow will be 
done away, and where pure pleasures will exist for count- 
less ages." 

I was much affected at the reading of this piece, and 
for a moment forgot my own misery to contemplate that 
of an unfortunate being, whose bright prospects in life had 
been thus cruelly blasted. Enclosed in the paper there were 
some verses, which were more regular in their composi- 
tion, and so applicable, both to the young man's situation 
and my own, that I here insert them. 

<* Adieu, sweet scenes of former hoursf 
Adieu, ye shades, adieu, ye bowers, 

A lasting, long adieu ; 
Where erst in infancy I strayed. 
Or in the grove, or in the mead. 

With pleasures ever new. 

<* Anna, adieu ; alas ! no more 
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When, by the twilight's fading gleiim> 
Adown the gently gliding stream 
I rov'd, with heaven amd you. 

** No more, where modern Xanthua l&vcs. 
Through Hartford's plains, its sacred waves. 

Nor where. Ae riv'Iet purls ; 
?3"or in the sad, sequester'd gloom. 
Where, twin'd around my mother** tom"i?i 

The pliant ivy eurls : 

** No more the sylvan scenes to view, 

No more to join the jocund crew, ' 

Shall I again return ; 
But, doom'd from native home to 4^tX\j 
Or else within a cavern's cell, 

Vm leCt alone to mourn. 

*< Thus, when the lightning's vivid flash* 
Rends to its base the stateQ" ash« 

Or the majestic oak* 
In living death the arbour stands^ 
The plumage from the houghs descends 

Beneath the dreadful stroke. 

•* Sweet girt, when, in thy circling arms. 
Protected by thy magic charms. 

Shall I resign my fears ? 
When shall this bosom lose its wo— 
When will these eyes forget to flow 

For days of other years ? 

** Bttttovc) alas! nor sighs, nortearaj 
Nor an the scenes of former years. 

One ray of hope diffuse ; 
But rash despair my bosom fills. 
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The reading of tliese lines plunged me into a profoimdt 
melancholy, and I could not but fancy a strong simi- 
larity between my situation and that of the authof ; 
still, I wns blessed \vith health, and my constitution 
being naturally strong, I did not absolutely despair of 
finding my way out of the cave again ; but by what 
means, or how |ong before they could be put in execu- 
tion, it was impossilDle for me to tell. As I was blind- 
folded u^hcn I entered the cave, and had not since been 
able to form any judgment of the manner in which they 
came in^ I judged it impossible for me, without some as- 
sistance, to be able to make my escape. 

The captain and myself were now constant' compan- 
ions. He had recovered so far as to be able to go out 
with his troop, and I understood they were preparing for 
an expedition which would detain the greater part of them 
out for a number of days. I judged this would be the 
time for me to make my escape ; but one evening after 
supper, (for I had now supped widi them for some time,) 
they desired me to retire, as they had something confiden- 
tial to propose to the band : I felt a presentiment that it 
was something which would operate against me, but rosfe 
and retired. . . ' 

In about an hour the captain came to my apartment : 
I saw vexation visibly portrayed in his countenance, and 
judged he had unpleasant news to communicate to me* 
After a silence of some time he informed me, that, as the 
band was to leave the cave the next morning, they had 
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«nabl€d to have got you the liberty of the hall ; but I 
will teach him better things than to oppose nic, before he 
is much older." He walked the room scAend times with 
a quick pace, and then turning to me, added, " but don't 
be down hearted ; we shall not be gone long, and if you 
want any of the books which are in the other room, yoii 
shall have them." I thanked him for his attention, and 
requested a few books which I named. After a little 
more conversation he left me. 

In a few minutes the old woman altered with a basket 
of books, and, as she possessed all that curiosity wliich h 
common to the female sex, and had lately become very 
loquacious, I was in hopes of getting a Httic information 
from her.. After I had praised her manner of cooking a 
fowl, and prepared her with many well turned compli- 
ments, I asked her if she knew what route the band in- 
tended steering. " The Lord of heaven knows," she 
replied, " for I am sure it is impossible for any one else 
to know, they keep it such a secret ; although for the 
matter of that, I have always told them they might as 
well trust me, for I should as soon think of going with- 
out eating as to mention it to a living souL" But sure- 
ly, said I, a person who is so useful as you are, ought at 
least to know where they are going. " So I have told 
them a thousand times," said the old woman, "and when 
William came into the kitclien just now to get his water 
boots, says I to him, You suppose one can't tell 
where you are a going, but I will lay my life that it is 
another tramp to the river." How far do you call it to 
the river, my good madam, said I, in a careless tone, al- 
thoucrh I was much interested in the answer. '' Whv, 
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ance of the captain, who frowned most terribly upon the 
poor woman, and bid her in a stem voice to quit the 
room, put an cud to our conversation at a moment when 
I expected to reap some beneifit from it. 

After walking the room for some time, the captaiii 
stoppedj and in a voice at once stern and commanding, 
censured my conduct for talkbg to the woman; " You 
know ^ery well,'* said he, " that I am to a certain degree 
responsible for the many liberties with which you have 
been indulged since you came here : as long as you re- 
main quiet, and make no attempts to leave this place, you 
shall be treated with as much kindness as possible ; but 
the moment you attempt to gaiix any information respect- 
ing the situation of the place in which you are confined , 
a severe punisliment awaits you." Having said this, he 
shut the door and departed, leaving me more disappoint-^ 
ed at not gaining the information I sought, than alarmed 
at his threatSi 

The next day the old lady again appeared, but 1 
judged it not prudent to speak to her. My books were 
my only employment, and I was sometimes busied in 
conjectures on that part of the old woman's discourse 
which she had left unfinished. I could not make it out, 
although I believed myself to be nearer the temtories of 
the United States than I had before thought. 

The time now passed heavily away ; but on the fifth 
day, at about four o'clock in the afternoon, I heard noises 
which induced me to think that the party had returned 
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ity, and told me that he wanted me to do something for 
his lieutenant, who had been badly wounded. I went to 
the chamber of the lieutenant, and found that he had re- 
ceived a severe sabre cut in the thick part of his thigh, 
and that he was very weak from the loss of blootl. I had 
still some of the leaves wliich had been given me by die 
Mnacedeus tribe of Indians, who described thcni as being 
very excellent in curing fresh cut wounds : I sent for my 
chest, and applied some of them to tlie cut, at the same 
time directing him to keep quiet, and not to drink any ar- 
dent spirits. 

I returned to the roomj and found the party preparing 
for a grand festival, which was to celebrate their return 
to their habitation ; the great hall was lighted, and all 
was bustle, in the kitchen. About ten o'clock, the sup- 
per was ready, and I again took my seat by the side of the 
captain, who appeared in ah unusually good humour. 
They soon began to offer copious libations to Bacchus, 
and noisy mirth reigned throughout the hall. I soon saw 
that perfect cordiality did not reign among the whole 
party. Secret whisperings, and now and tlien an oath 
of defiance, seemed to show that they were determined 
to oppose whoever attempted any thing contrary to their 
wishes. The captain's countenance now assumed that 
gloomy ferocity which was the forerunner of a storm, and 
he sat in sullen sil^u^^^ At last, Jim, who had been the 
Soremost in opposj^j^ my having the liberty of the hall, 
asked the captain jf, intended to divide it equally with 
±em. His coiint^^ ^^^^^ now assumed the liveliest red: 
''Do you think tJi^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ be dictated to?" said he. 

*' NOf Captiin/^ r^^^,^ _^^ X :^ " nr^r tir^- tlv- fnnl« ennincrh 
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does not deserve it." " You scoundrel," exclsdmed tibfb 
9aptain, " do you grumble at my authority ; I will blow 
you into eternity in a moment :" with this he drew out 
a brace of pistols and fired at Jim, who fell, and the cap- 
tain prepared to finish his work with his sabre. The rest 
of the company now gathered round, and endeavoured to 
appease the captain's rage ; they were as humble now in 
their intreaties for the life of the culprit, a:s they had be- 
fore been menacing in their deportment. At their ear- 
nest request the captain agreed to spare his life, but put 
him into close confinement until he should recover, when 
he was to be tried by the laws of the gang. 

The captain retired to his room, and I judged it best 
for me to go to mine, as he was unfit for conversation* 
In the morning he sent for me, and when I came in I 
found him counting some money. He motioned for me 
to sit down, and when he had put his gold in a paper he 
requested me to inform him how far I intended travelling 
when I was taken. I informed him, and he then told me 
that he had resolved to give nie my liberty. " My rea- 
sons for so doing," said he, " ai^e a profound secret to 
the whole gang ; but I feel for your situation ; you are 
deserving of a better fate than awaits you here. I feel a 
presentiment that my stay here is not long, and if I 
should be killed I know of no one that would afford you 
protection." 

My feelings were sucli that I remained silent and mo- 
tionless. The captain, perceiving my surprise, said to 
me, " I don't doubt you are much surprised at my de* 
termination. You considered yourself, and with good 
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tis of this gang who are a disgrace to civilized man, 
and who think themselves at the summit of humau happi- 
ness if they have an opportunity to hurl distress and mis- 
ery among their fellow creatures. Although I am captain ^^ 
of this gang, and may be considered as countenancing 
every act of cruelty which is committed, and as liaving 
no feelings but those of rapine and plunder, yet a spark 
will sometimes fly off from those principles which were 
inculcated with care by fond and indulgent parents. My 
prospects in life were as bright, in the morning of my 
days, as those of any young man. I laid my head on 
itiy pillow at night but to devise new pleasures, and 
waked in the morning but to enjoy them ; but dissipa- 
tion sooa became an attendant on my steps, and from 
first plunging into debt, and then into dishonour, my 
name became as much hated and despised as it had be- 
fore been honoured and respected." His countenance 
discovered the most violent agitation,, and his whole 
frame shook with convulsion while he spoke : when he 
had ended, he turned from me. 

I now assured him of my gratitude for Hs intexv^^^ 
favours, and told him that any thing which it vvas ^^ ^^^ 
power to do for him, he might rest assured sl^^ 
done by me with pleasure. " From the late con"^^^^^^^ 
I have had widi you," said I, " and from. tVie co^ Vie- 

ivith which you have favoured me, I have reasotv^ ^ e ^ 
lieving that there are moments when you. fee\ a d^^4^ vo^ 
horror at your present pursuits and practices ^teti 

wish or expect to enjoy any happiness here or l^^^-^r^oV^^^ 
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that I shall do it with pleasure. As it is, I am truly 
grateful to you for the favour you intend me, and have 
no doubt you will readily agree with me that there is 
in ore pleasure in gi\'ing than in receiving the means of 
happiness ; and thiit, in contemplating its benign influ- 
ence, you pt-iTeivc both the propriety and the excellency 
of that divine aphorism, " It is more blessed to give than 
to receive." 

He remained for some time silent, and at last ob- 
serv^ed, " Your observation is correct : I cannot expect 
any happiness here, nor do I receive any only when I am 
sunk in intoxication, and my passions have gained an 
ascendancy over my reason ; then, for a moment, I feel 
insensible to every thing but the gratification of my ap- 
petites, and sink to rest in delusive happiness ; but in the 
xnorning the phantom has fled, I am still the wretch I was 
the morning before, and happiness seems to be farther 
removed than ever. As it respects assistance, you can 
be of no service to me : I am fixed, and must here drag 
out a miserable existence until death terminates the 
scene. I shall call for you to night at twelve o'clock, 
but you must solemnly swear tliat you will not speak, nor 
stir fi"om the place where I shall lead you, until you hear 
the report of a pistol, and that you will then take the road 
which leads you straight forward." 

I i-eadily consented : he then observed, "You had 
some property which it will be impossible for me to re- 
store to you, as we are much in want of good horses ; but 
you will receive this gold," said he, handing me a parcel^ 
-' as a compensation, and this," he added, Dresentine- me 
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summoned him to the hall : he bid me remember twelve 
that night, and left me. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

Preparations for leaving the cavern — Melancholy fate 
of Edom — Departure — Precautions observed by the 
captain — Refections on my former situation and pres- 
ent prospects — Get information of my journey^^Arri- 
Dal at Natchitoches. 

I RETIRED to my room, and began to make prepara- 
tions for my departure. The late conversations I had had 
with the the captain, convinced me that he was not entire- 
ly steeled against the calls of conscience, though his 
pride was yet too great to permit him to leave the com- 
pany he was associated with. 

I had hitherto heard nothing of my faithful negro, who 
had been separated from me on being taken into the 
cavern, and all my attempts to get any information of 
him had hitherto proved fruitless. When my dinner 
was served, I sent a note to the captain, requesting the 
liberty of seeing him. My request being granted, in 
about half an hour I repaired to his chamber. 

After a little common conversation, I told the captain 
that the reason of my visit was to inquire about my negro- 
I observed to him that he had been of great service to 
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by civilized man ; that in my dangers and perils he hacf 
shown an attachment to me superior to that generally^ 
evinced by a servant to his master. " I am sorry," said 
the captain, "that it is not in my power to give you 
an_v pleasant informritinn of him ; but, the second night 
after liis arrival here, lie had a quarrel with one of the 
band, who stabbed liim with a sabre, and he fell dead at 
his feet- I should ha\'c mentioned this circumstance to 
you sooner, btit I did not wish to give you any uneasi- 
ness." 

I remained silent, for my feelings were such that I 
could not give them utterance. The captain saw I vras 
affected, and said, " It is with regret, I perceive, that 
you receive intelligence of the death of your negro, but 
it was impossible for me to avoid it, and I hope it wiH 
not cloud your present expected happiness ; all depends 
on your being secret and active in your exertions after 
you leave the cave, and I think it advisable that you 
should leave me until such time as I send for you, as our 
being together may excite suspicion after you are gone.'* 
I bowed in silence and immediately left the room. 

About twelve o'clock my door turned slowly upon its 
hinges, and the captain entered ; he bowed and seated 
himself. We both remained silent for some moments ; 
at last he said, " Are you ready ?" I told him I was. 
^ Let us be gone then," said he, " for we have no time 
to lose." I arose, and in a few minutes we left the cham- 
ber, and proceeded in silence throu.8:h a number of 
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ibr us to be discovered, as we are at some distance from 
the rooms which are inhabited by the men.'' I sub- 
rnitted in silence, and in a few minutes he took me by 
the hand, and conducted me along the passage. The 
air now became more damp, and I judged from the feel- 
ing that we were on a level with the sea, or some neigh- 
bouring river. 

After walking half an hour, as near as I could judge, 
we began to rise a steep ascent, wliich was windhig, 
and in many places uneven. I now began to feel the 
fresh air of night, and heard the wind whistling in the 
trees. I felt revived, and insensibly increased my pace. 
In a few minutes the captain whispered, you are now free 
from the cavern^ but speak not a word lest you should 
be betrayed. 

Words cannot describe my joy at once more being 
free from my dismal abode. I involuntarily clasped his 
hand, and we proceeded in silence for some considerable 
distance, oftentimes going through a winding path which 
rendered it impossible for me to judge exactly the route 
we were pursuing. In about an hour he stopped, and 
told me that I was now in a road which would lead me 
on my journey, but that I must beware not to stir until I 
heard the report of a pistol ; he advised me, as! vo\uea 
my existence, to pursue the road which I sViO\M too. 
before me. He informed me that about ^ ^^^ ^^ 
road I should find a horse ready saddled \vl^^^^ ^^^ 
take, and pursue my journey with all speed-. 

Here he made a fall stop, and seemed' ^^"^^^^^^^^^^ 
tated. At last, grasping my hand with ho^^^ .c^Vore- 
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anxiously expect your arrival, and will receive you witfe 
rejoicing, wliilst I am an outcast and a villain, and my 
name is only remembered to be execrated for my base- 
ness." He Lii^ain shook me by the hand, and, after cau- 
tioning me not to remove the bandage from my eyes un- 
til I should hear the report of the pistol, he left me. 

I listened with some attention to hear in what direc- 
tit:)n his footsteps sounded, but after he had taken three 
or four stepsj it was impossible for me to hear the least 
sound, except the rustling of the leaves on the trees. I 
waited with anxious impatience for the report of the pis- 
tol, and was many times on the point of tearing the ban- 
dage from my eyes* About an hour had elapsed, when 
I heard the distant report of a pistol, which could be just 
distinguished. 

I instantly tore the bandage from my eyes, and beheld 
myself at the entrance of a road which led along a rich 
and fertile valley. I pursued the path with eagerness, 
and, after walking about a mile, saw a horse tied to a tree, 
which I instantly loosed and mounted. 

The day was just dawning, and my course lay through 
a level and fertile plain, Avhere every thing had the most 
beautiful and lively appearance. Flowers, full and per- 
fect, as though they had been cultivated by the hand of 
the florist, with all their captivating odours, and widi all 
the variegated charms that colour and nature can produce^ 
here, in the lap of elegance and beauty, decorated the 
smiling groves. Soft zephyrs gently breathed a thousand 
sweets, and the inhaled air gave a voluptuous glow of 
health and vigour that intoxicated my senses. The 
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fcWs genial clime, and in more soft and modulated tones, 
\varble their tender notes in unison with love and nature. 
Every thing here gave delight ; and in the bright efful- 
gence of the " god of day," which h^d just risen above 
tiie eastern horizon, and shed his beams around, I felt ^ 
glow of gratitude for that elevation which our all bountiful 
Creator had bestowed upon us. I felt gratitude for my libe- 
ration from the horrors of captivity, and from the society of 
wretches who were a disgrace to the human species ; and ^i 

it brought to my mind so forcibly the lines of a favourite '^ 

poet, that I could not help exclaiming, 



•^(:| 



^: 



<* Tis liberty alone that gives the flower \ 

Of fleeting life its lustre and perfume, \ 

Aud wc arc weedh without it.** 

At dark I encamped, after having come nearly thi^V^ 
five miles. 

I now examined the gold which the captain had g^ ^ 
nie the preceding day, and found a liberal price fot" '-i^.^ 
mules, and as much more as a present from the c2Cp c:^ 
I had been about six weeks among them, aiwi had ^^ \;^^^ 
been for the friendship of the captain, I slxouVd ptot>^^^^^^ 
have been confined for my lifetime, I liad^ Howevef ^ .^js/^^^^^\. 

very little, except the company of my faitlifvil tvegro, ^^ 

had been the constant companion of my travels, ^ ^^ 



now missed his society very much. 

1 arose very early in the morning, ancx proccc^^ -f:^"^ 1>^ 
tny journey. I was anxious to reach some place ^ "*^ 



^ ^^^ 



1 could gain information of the nearest route ^^,,<:r^ 



United States, for I did not know whetHer I was ^ -« ^"^ 

towards that country or not. Ahnntnortn t 
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pushed forward, in hopes of meeting some person who 
could give me the information I wanted. Night coining 
on obliged me to encamp, after having come thirty-eight 
miles. 

I started forward in the morning, and at about eight 
o'clock overtook tl:iree men who were travelling on to- 
wiirds the Tusciirora tribe of Indians, to trade for fiirs. 
I enquired what distance I was from the United States, 
and they told me it was ninety miles to Natchitoches. 
This was the most agreeable intelligence I could receive ; 
I thanked them, and rode forward with a much quicker ^ . 
pace. At night I encamped, after having come forty- 
miles. 

My next day's journey was through a fertile country ; 
the soil is formed on a bed of limestone, which ejc- 
tends from west to east, and is covered by a rich black 
soil, which is generally about the depth of two feet, and 
in some places it is five or six. The weather was re- 
markably serene, and I travelled this day about thirty- 
five miles. 

I started early the next morning, and about eight 
o'clock met two hunters, who were going out to get 
skins : they told me they left Natchitoches the preceding 
day, and should not return under three months. I rode 
on, and about three o'clock arrived in town, at my 
fi-iend, Mr. Potter's, who received me with a hearty 
welcome. 
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CHAP. XXX. 



peparture from Natchitoches for the Tuckapau town — 
General description of the toxvn — Cultivation of the 
sugar cane much attended to — Apalusa town — De- 
scription of it — Departure for Gibsonport — Descrip- 
tion of that town — Chickasaw nation — Nashville — 
Celebration of the fourth of July — Patriotism of the 
inhabitants — Elegant toasts — General description of 
Nashville — Leave Nashville — Some account of the 
enchanted mountain. 

31 AY 10th, 1814. My arrival in Natchitoches had been 
imexpected by me, as I had intended coming tlirough 
the I'uckapau and Apalusa towns, and my arrangements 
for tliat pm-pose were such as to induce me to repair to 
these places. After remaining a short time with my 
friends, and recruiting my spirits, I set fcarward ou my 
journey.^ 

As the route was entirely through a country ^iv^^^^^ 
very little to recommend it to the attention of tV^^ , 
Jer, or through such parts of the country as 1 \%^^^ V\tv% 
dy described, I shall avoid a tedious and. \itvt^^^ ^(Sk.^'^ 
description of my journey, and shall coiKiuett^^ ^ 

immediately to the Tuckapau town. .^x^^^' 

The Tuckapau town was originally settled b^ ^t.st^^^ * 
men, but is now within the limits of the "Urdte^ r^^^' 
it is situated on the Tallapoose river, w^laich is "^^ ^"^ 



ar»C7r 
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through the high country of the Oakfuskee tribe, in^. 
westerly direction, and is full of rocks, falls, and shoals, 
until it reaches the Tuckafeches, when it becomes deep 
and quiet : from thence its course is west about forty 
miles to the town of the Tuckapaus. This river is three 
hundred yards broad, and fifteen or twenty feet deep in 
the time of freshets. 

The cultivation of the sugar cane has been considera- 
bly attended to in this town. It was first planted by 
Madame Somor, a lady who has displayed considerable 
enteq)rise in its cultivation. Her success has induced a 
number of otlier persons to try the experiment, and sugar 
is now raised in considerable quantities, and will, at some 
future period, become an article of much consequence to 
its inhabitants. The success which has attended tlie ciil-i 
tivation of the sugar cane in this place, has induced ma- : 
ny of the inhabitants of Georgia to try the experiment, 
and the result has been, that very favourable crops have^ 
been raised, and it is thought the cultivation of it would 
be attended with much success in Georgia and South-v 
Carolina, and enable our country, at no very distant peri- 
od, to become independent of the West-India islands for. 
supplies of that article. 

Around the town are large prairies, interspersed with 
tufts of trees, which have a very handsome and picturesque 
appearance. The country is very unhealthy in the rmny 
season, which is owing to the low situation of the town 
and the dampness of the air. The river is only naviga- 
ble in the time of freshets, the other seasons of the yea© 
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opens into a large lake on the right: the oAer branch 
runs about nine hundred miles, and empties into the 



sea. 



This lake is large and extensive, and empties itself in- 
to the Bistash. There are large numbers of alligators m 
this lake, which are said to be very fat. During the last 
war, a number of men employed themselves in catching 
these alligators, from one of which they would extract 
ibur or five gallons of oil, that answered all the purposes 
of the best fish oil. From the large number of alligators 
which are saifl to infest this lake, there is no doubt but 
that four or five thousand gallons of this oil might be 
procured in a year. _ 

After my business was settled at the Tuckapau, 1 
started fi-om thence to the Apalusa town, which is thirty- 
two miles distant. The houses in the latter place ar^ 
many of them neatly built, and there is a hands*"^^ 
church, built by the missionaries. There are in this ^°^^^ 
about five hundred inhabitants, who manufacture the tn ^^^ 
of their own wearing apparel. It is a thriving little p^** ' 
and the inhabitants have the appearance of being ^^ 
healthy. ^^^ 

I here met with three men who were going thronS^^ , ^%%1»- 



^ 



%- 



•wilderness to the state of Tennessee, and I agreed ^° ^' ^, 
them. We were ready to start in a few days, and ^^^^* 
led with considerable expedition. My companions '^^r^'- 
been purchasing fvirs, and trading about the ApalusaS, ^^-^ 
about six months, and one of them told me he calcul^_^ ^r ^' 
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hxf tftat they would have done much better to have de^ 
gcended the river to Natches. 

We arrived, without any accident, at Gibsonport, iv\ 
the Missisippi territory, where we staid a few days to 
rest ourselves, and recruit Qur hcwses ; during which time 
r collected the following particulars. 

The town of Gibsonport is situated on a small creek,, 
which is about thirty-five miles froni the river : it has 
Been settled but a short time, and is a very thriving little 
place, continuing about fifty houses and four hundred in- 
habitants. The inhabitants manufacture •the mqst o£ 
their ow^n clothing. The land is rich, producing from, 
sixty to seventy bushels of Indian corn to the acre, and 
generally tliirty-five or forty bushels of wheat. The town 
IB very healthy, and there is not a resident physician be- 
longing to the town. 

In four days we again started, and proceeded tbrougl^ 
a beautiful and rich tract of country to Nashville. We 
saw nothing worthy of notice until we arrived at the prin- 
cipal town of the Chickasaw Indians, a famous nation of 
warriors, who inhabit the country on the east side of the 
Missisippi, on the head branches of the TombigbeCj, 
Mobile, and Yazoo rivers, and north of the country of 
the Choctaws. Their countiy is an extensive plain, tol- 
erably well watered from springs, and of a pretty good 
soil. The number of souls in this nation may be about 
two thousand, of which five hundred are fighting men. 
The town is situated on the side of a hill, and the inhab- 
itants are industrious, and a few of them attend to agri- 
eulture. 
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^rows frequently to the height of fifteen or sixteen feet, 
but more generally about ten or twelve, and is in thick- 
ness from the size of a goose quill to that of two inches 
diameter ; sometimes, though seldom, it is larger. When it 
is slender it tiever grows higher than from four to seven 
feet* It shoots up in one summer, but produces no 
leaves until the following year. It is an evergreen, and is 
perhaps the most nourishing food for cattle iipon earth. 
No other milk or butter has such flavour and richness^ 
that which is produced from cows which feed upon cane> 
Horses which feed upon it work nearly as well as if they 
were fed upon corn, provided c^-e is taken to give theii\, 
once in three or four days, a handful of salt ; other- 
wise this food is apt to injure them. The rye- 
grass, when it arrives at maturity, is from two ieet 
and a half to three and a half high ; the head andbeamS 
resemble the real rye, and sometimes produce a -smaBL 
grain, long and slender, not unlike rye. The clover is 
in no respect different from that which is cultivated im. 
other parts of America, but it is more coarse and luxuri- 
ant. There is a variety of other kinds of grass 
found in different parts of the forest, but they do xmSL 
grow with such luxuriance as those which I have #enc- 
tioned. 

On the 3d of July I a^ved at Nashville, and fovuail 
aft bustle and preparation for the celebration of thebkak- 
^y of the United States f^veiT ^^zen frorxx the ^- 
labourer to the man ,,1,^ ^ould count 'thousaxxds, ^^^ 
....0../, anticipating the '^oment, when the tl^^-^^ ^^ 
cannon would announce the ^awa ^^ that day wl-ich ga.^^ 
h. nauon a ra..k axnon^ ^L ^mnires of the world- 
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My feelings were in unison with those of the pec^l^ 
and I felt desirous of partaking in the festivities of the 
day. A polite invitation which I received from a gende- 
man who was present at the inn when I aUghted, accom- 
panied with a ticket which gave me admission to one of 
the principal dinner parties the next day, gave me a fa- 
vourable opportunity for gratifying my wishes in this re- 
spect. 1 he politeness and attention which I received 
from a number of gentlemen with whom I was not per- 
sonally acquainted, can only be accounted for by my be- 
ing In a land of freemen^ with whom hospitality andl po- 
liteness are not only natural, but easy. 

The next morning the dawning of day was ushered ia 
by the discharge of seventeen cannon, and joy and mirth 
seemed to have taken possession of the town. The day 
was remarkably fine, and a light shower of rain which had 
fallen the preceding day, had contributed to lay the dust^ 
and rendered the promenading pleasant and agreeablci 

About ten o'clock the different independent companies 
paraded through the town, and exhibited a very martial 
appearance. Although many of the citizens were absent 
on military duty, defending their country from foreign 
invasion on its northern or western frontiers, yet the spirit 
of the inhabitants was not damped by this partial depopu- 
lation, and there is no doubt, had the exigency of the 
public service required it, but that the Tennesseeans 
would have turned out to a man, and rallied around 
the standard of their country. 
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arid reputation. The solemnities were concluded with a 
^hort and impressive address to the throne of grace. The 
procession was again formed, and proceeded in regular 
order to the principal tavet-n, where a plentiful and ele- 
gant dinner Was provided. 

The dinner-hall was decorated in a style of neatness 
and elegance which gave much satisfaction. Paintings 
representing some of the most distinguished naval and 
inilitaiy batdes of the war were hung in conspicuous 
places ; portraits of the most distinguished officers in 
the American service, decorated the sides of the hall, and 
the whole interspersed with festoons of roses, and wreaths 
of laural, which had a very novel and pleasing effect, atid 
gave animation and variety to the scene. 

At two o'clock, the party, consisting of about' ninety 
gentlenaen, sat down to a dinner, which for the variety 
of its dishes, and the delicacy and costliness of its viands, 
challenged 'the cities of New- York or Philadelphia to 
exceed. When all was arranged, a short and elegant 
prayer M^as delivered by one of the clergymen who had 
officiated during the day. This being done, each one 
took his seat, and mirth and hilarity reigned throughout 
the assembly. 

After the cloth was removed, a number of appropriate 
toasts were drank, which at once displayed the sp\rit ot 
tlie people, and the contempt in which they held any for- 
t\gn invasion. The distinguished chiefs of ^^^ ^^^^^^^'l 
Uonary war were not f ^p^ Avhile^ .u .^ ^^^^ ^^^ 
^a„, offing, °'*ad r/3;i"|edt\fSrvioeof ** 
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" The memory of the immOTtal Washinctou^— He 
has buflt his own mausoleum, the grateful hearts erf h^>- 
jyjr millions of freemen. 

" The DAY we celebrate — May our posterity |»^saTve 
inviolate the liberties which are transmitted to them by 
Iheir ancestors. 

" Brigadier-general NasH, who fell on the <th Oct; 
1777 — He was a patriot in times which "tried men's 
souls;" may our youth not only venerate the name, brt 
emulate the example of so distinguished a cWeftain^ -- 

" The memory of the immortal LAwk£NC]l, who glo* 
riously fell fighting in defence of his country^s rights* 

*' How deep the brave, wfco sink to rest 
With an their country's wishes blest; 
When spring, with dewy fingers cold, 
B^anis to deck their hallowed moidd. 
She there shall dress a sweeter sod 
Than fenoy'a feet have evQr trod." 

iTie day was spent with the utmost good humour'^ 
and in the evening we all separated for our respective 
homes with order and decency. Our late festivities migSt 
with propriety be styled the " feast of reason and the fldw 
of soul.'^ 

Nashville is the chief town of Mero district, Davidson? 
countjj, and is pleasantly situated on ihe south bank of 
Cumberland river, where it is about two hundred yards 
broad. It was called Nashville in honour of brigadier- 
general Nashy who fell at the battle of Germantown. Tte 
town is regularly laid out, and well built, and contaims 
about one thousand inhabitants^ It has a court-housC, 
and is the seat of the courts held semi-annually for the 
district of Mero, and of the courts of pleas and quariser 
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ibes^kms^ for E^avidsoii county. There ?ire two houses 
fpr public worship, besides a Methodist chapeL Here is 
also an academy, which is handsomely endowed, and well 
«u]q)lied widi l^eachers. 

The lands about Neville are rich, and divided by 
the formers into first, second, and third quality. Land 
of the ^st quality will bear Jndian com or hemp, but it 
will not bear wheat without being reduced. Land of 
th^ second quality does not bear wheat to advantage un- 
til it has been reduced by two or three crops of com, 
l^mp, tobacco, or cott(Hi. Land of the third quality 
jbears every kind of grajn that is usually sown on dry 
ground in the Atlantic states. It is asserted as a common 
thing for the land to produce from seventy to eighty 
bushels of Indian ccwm to the acre. The soil is deep 
and light, being a small mixture of sand with a black 
learth ; hence the fittroers assert that it will prove favour- 
able to the culture of all kinds of roots, as well as of in- 
digo and cotton. 

I left Nashville on the 12th of July, and proceeded on 
xny journey to Knoxville, which is the largest town in 
|he state. On my route I passed qver Cumberland moun- 
tain, which, in its whole extent from the Great ELanhawa 
to the Tenpessee river, consists of the mqst stupendous 
piles of cjraggy rocks of any mountain in tlie western 
fcountry. In several parts of it, for miles, it is inaccessi- 
ble even to the Indians on foot. In one place particular- 
ly, near the summit of the moimtain, there is a most re- 
jjiarkable ledge of rocks, of about thirty miles in length 
pnd t^o hundred feet in thickness, showing a perpendicu- 
lar face to the southeast more noble and grand than any 
j^tificial fortification in the known world, and apparently 
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equal in point of regularity. Through this stupendous - 
pile, according to some modern authors, the waters of all 
the upper branches of the Tennessee forced their way.; 
The attempt would have been impracticable at any other 
place than the one mentioned, for more than one hundred 
miles eastwardly. Here, then, seems to have been the 
chasm left by the Creator to convey off those waters; 
which must otherwise have overflowed, and rendered use- 
less a vast tract of valuable country enclosed within the 
mountain. 

The enchanted mountain, about two miles south of 
Brasstown, is principally remarkable for the curiosities 
on its rocks. There are on several of the rocks a num- 
ber of impressions, resembling the tracks of turkies, 
bears, horses, and human beings, as visible and perfect 
as they could be made in snow or sand. The latter tracks 
are remarkable for having uniformly six toes each, only 
one excepted, which appears to be the print of a negro's 
foot. By this it may be supposed that the originals 
were the progeny of Titan or Anak. One of these tracks 
is ver}^ large, the length of the foot being sixteen inches,^ 
the proximate breadth behind the toes seven inches, and 
the diameter of the heel- ball five. One of the horse tracks 
is likewise of an uncommon size, the transverse and con- 
jugate diameters being eight by ten inches ; perhaps the 
horse which some mighty warrior rode. What appears 
the most in favour of these being the real tracks of the 
animals they represent, is the circumstance of a track 
^vhich appears to have been made by the slipping of a 
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i5iever» sported more -seriously ; if the operation of chance, 
never was there more apparent design. If it were done 
by art, it might be to perpetuate the remembrance of 
some remarkable event of war, or engagement fought on 
the ground* The vast heaps of stones near the place, 
said to be the tombs of warriors dain in battle, seem to 
favour the supposition* The texture of the rock is soft 
and can be easily cut with a knife, and appears to be of 
the nature of the pipe-stone. Some of the tribes of In- 
dians entertain an opinion that it rains whenever any one 
visits the place, as if sympathetic nature wept at the re- 
collection of the dreadful catastrophe which those figures 
^vere intended to represent. 

I met with no occurrence which is worth relating, my 
journey being mosdy through a wilderness which had not 
yet been subject to the culturing hand of man, and on the 
evening of the fifth day I arrived at KnoxvillCo 
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Knodcruille — MecUcinai spring — Quality of the land--^ 
Rogersville — Gr€enviUe^^'Jone^horQugh—Abing^y\r---^ 

Taarsville—Georgetorvfu 

KKorcvi^^B is built i^ ^^^ of the most beaVt^'^^^^ ^'^^^^; 

"™ *' '?" =■-« Of ^n,^ affords. ^^ "^^tJ^ 
commumcatian xvkh ^J^T^^ of the .^.te. ^^^ '^ "^ .. 
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its junction with the Tennessee, and four miles bdtawf 
the mouth of French Broad, or Frank river. The towi^ 
is regularly laid out, and contains about two hundred 
houses and one thousand inhabitants. Here is a court- 
house, gaol, and barracks large enough to contain cme 
thousand men. A ver}^ elegant church has lately been 
built, and there are a number of handsome houses now 
building, some of which are three stories high. Here 
are five stores for European and West-India goods. 
There are a number of branches of mechanical business 
earied on by the inhabitants, and the mechanics recdve a 
liberal price for their labour, 

ITie district courts of the United States are held semi- 
atinually here and at Nashville. A college has beeu 
erected here, which is handsomely endowed,, and wiH m 
time become a vakiable instituticHi ; it is called Bloun^ 
college. 

The river Holston is three hundred yards wide oppo- 
site to Knoxville, and affords a fine navigation for the 
conveyance of produce from the town. 

On Frank river, not far distant from this town, a 
large, clear, medicinal spring has lately been discovered, 
which, on experiments being made, has been found to 
relieve various complaints of the human body ; its tem- 
perature rather exceeds blood heat. The water of this 
spring contains iron, a mineral alkali, common salt, and 
lime. From the Jixed air it contains it sometimes has 
in a small degree the effect of spiritous liquors. Physi- 
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Sammation. It gives relief in difficulty of digestion, want 
3f appetite, hypochondria, and all those complaints m 
iither sex for which chalybeates are proper. The stone, 
gravel, and phthisic, have been relieved by a free use of 
llis water. 

The land in the neighbourhood of KnoxviUe is in ma- 
»y places rich and fertile, and many parts of it are thickly 
itudded with poplar, hickory, black walnut, buck-eye, 
«• the horse chesnut, sycamore, locust, and sugar maple 
rees. The undergrowth in many places is cane, fifteea 
)r twenty feet high, and so close as to exclude all oth^r 
plants : where the cane does not abound, we find red bud, 
wild plum, spicewood, red and white mtilberry, gmseng, 
Virginia and Seneca , snakeroot, angeUca, sweet anise, 
jinger, and wil^ hops. , ^ 

The %voods abound with a plenty of game, sucti a^ 
feasants, partridges, or quails, and turkies in abundan ^ 
hrough the year. During the winter season the ^^ 
f the French Broad afford plenty of swans, wild S^f *^^ 
raait, and ducks. Catfish have been caught ift that ^^'^^ 
lat weighed upwards of one hundr«<J pounds, and V^^ 
lat weighed more tl^an twenty pounds- . ^ ^^^ 

After remaining a few days, I set out from Kno^^ ^^-r 
»• Rogersville, which is distant sixty-four mjies. ^.^ ^ 
MH-ning was cloudy, and the thermometer stood at ^ ^^ 
n the evening I put up at Bean Station, which is tvvei»^^j ^ 
:ven miles distant from Rogersville. The inn had t<^ y^ 
ably good acconamodations, and my landlord was ci'^^^ajT 



.^12 KER'S TRAVELS. 

thought so fi Gin liis asking a number of questions. He 
immediately withdrew, and after eating a hearty supper I 
retired to bed. 

The next morning being clear, I set forward, and pro- 
ceeded through an agreeable country, fertile and well wa- 
tered. About ten miles distant from Bean Station, I found 
a man who was travelling my road, and who appeared to 
possess some considerable information. I a^ed him 
how long he had been in die country. He replied that 
he had been here about two years ; that he emigrated 
from the state of Pennsylvania, and purchased one hun- 
dred acres of land on Clinch river, and that he had since 
purchased about two hundred acres more. He said that 
the lands were rich, and would produce about 70 or 
80 bushels of Indian corn to the acre. He recommended 
the country v^ry highly, and assured me that he had 
never been more healthy in his life. " Formerly," said 
he, " I was troubled with a severe pain in the breast, and 
difficulty of breathing, but now I am perfecdy healthy^ 
and free from any pain." 

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon, I entered Rogersville^ 
a pleasant and thriving little town, the capital of Hawkins 
county. It contains about thirty houses, and about ninety- 
inhabitants. It has a court-house, in which the business- 
of the county of Hawkins is transacted. The tavern is 
well kept and furnishes good accommodations. 

In the morning, about six o^clock, I went on for 
Greenville, which is situated about twentv-six miles from 
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Rising of them, and will soon be able to make excellent 
cider. Whiskey is made in large quantities ; but as it is, 
to use the iexpression of Dr. Belknap, " the bane of so- 
ciety,'* it is hoped it will give place to less ardent and 
more nourishing liquors. 

As i travelled leisurely, I did not arrive in Greenville 
until three o'clock. It is a small place, of about forty 
houses, and one hundred and fifty inhabitants. It is sit- 
uated on the west side of the northeast branch of thp 
Nolachiickiee river, six miles distant from Greenville 
college. It is a post town^ and promises to be a thriving 
little place. 

The road from thence to Jonesborough is level, and 
very good. The weather was clear and remarkably mild 
for the season, and I could travel all day without any 
inconvenience. . ^ 

In the evening I arrived at Jonesborough, the ^^^^^ 
town of Washington district ; it is well laid out, ^^^^ 
contains many houses which a.re handsomely ^^^^^^ 
Here is a court-house, in which the district and ^^^^j^ 
court business is done. It is a healthy place, and ^ 
inhabitants manufacture most of their own clothing- ^^^ 

In the morning I started forward with the intenti^^ ^^^ 
proceeding to Abingdon in Virginia, which is sixty '^^ ^-i;: 
miles from Jonesborough. The day was fine, and ^^ 
night I put up at a neat public house, where I was ^^\^ - 
nished with a good supper and bed ; this, it may be ^^, 
served, is generally the case in these parts. They ti^ ^^ 
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some excellent ham, and a plenty of good bread and po-* 
tatocs, raised on their own farms. 

In the morning I found a gentleman who was going 
towards Abingdon, and we agreed to proceed in compa- 
ny. He was a Virginian, and had been into the state df 
Tennessee to purchase land. He told me that he had 
bought one hundred and twenty acres of excellent land 
at forty dollars per acrCj and that he judged it to be as 
good as any land in the state of Virginia. What a trifle 
to render a man independent, while in Europe the same 
sum will scarcely maintain a family and pay the enormous 
taxes for one year I 

We pushed on with considerable speed, and late in the 
evening arrived at Abingdon, having come forty miles. 
1 immediately put up at a genteel boarding-house and 
soon retired to rest, and did not rise in the morning till 
the bell summoned me to the breakfast table. 

Abingdon is the chief town of Washington county, 
Virginia, containing about two hundred houses. It is; 
well laid out, and is a healthy and agreeable little place. 
Here is a court-house and meeting-house, and eight 
stores for European goods. 

I remained in Abingdon two days, as my horse had 
become lame. He had been rode very hard for a few days 
past, but being in every respect a sound and good bodied 
horse,, he recovered in a few days, and was fit to pro- 
ceed. 

The morning was pleasant, and the travelling very 
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wiuch hospitality. He told me he had about sixty acres 
of excellent land under cultivation, and nearly ninety 
more which he intended clearing as. soon as possible. 
He had four promising children, whose round faces and 
rosy cheeks proclaimed them in a land of plenty. 

In the evening I put up with a planter who had re- 
cently removed to this counfa'y • he appeared contented 
Avith his situation, and spake with confidence of making 
great improvements on his land in the course of a few 
years. 

I proceeded along a road which was low and marshy ; 
about twelve o'clock the road became better. I stopped 
to dine widi a gentleman of the name of Harcourt, whose 
house is situated at a smaU distance from the road. In 1 

the evening I put up at a farm house, where I had good I 

substantial fare and a good bed, 1 

I started about six o'clock in the morning, and pror " 

ceeded forward with considerable expedition. I passed 
several thriving orchards of peach trees, which here come , 

to maturity in about three years j t^^^re is an insect, h*'^' 
€ver, which destroys the trees in a few years after tU^^ 
oegm to bear. 

About two o'clock I arrived at TaarsvUle. The t^^^^t 
js pleasantly situated, and contains about forty houses ? 
tos a post-office, and is a place of considemble bush^^^^, 
Here ,s a tavern which furnishes good accommodati^^ 
andtwo stores for E^,opean goods! ^^t 

n, Jr t^"""^* TaarsvUle is good, and that of the ^^^ 

a^S'Ve "^^ ^' fr°- ^°"^^° forty-five ddlar. :^^- 
acre; tlie r.nnrkT-^^_ , . . -, ^ r.^ ^-aX--^^ - 
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setdemcnts which is selling at sixty and seventy dollar^ 
per ncrc. 

From Taarsville I started for Gco^geto^vn, which is 
eighty-nine miles distant. The road was good, being of 
a light soil, which appears to lay upon a strata of lime- 
stone five or six feet lielow the surface. The water is all 
impregnated with limcj but is soft, and when used for ^ 
short time perfectly agreeable. In the e\'cniug I put up 
i}t the house of a gentleman ^vhQ ejitcrtaincd me with 
much hospitality* 

The coimtrv here is agreeably interspersed with ferm- 
houses, at the dist^mce of two or three miles apart, so that 
a traveller is but a short time out of sight of one house 
before he has a view of another. This day travelling was 
rendered unpleasant by the heat, the thermometer stand- 
ing at 84** in the shade. I put up at an early hour, having 
come thirty miles. 

The next morning was cloudy, and the air very close* 
I rode about ten miles, and stopped at the house of widow 
woman to breakfast. Her husband had been dead about 
eight months, and she informed me that sl^e expected 
shortly to be married. I smiled when she mentioned it^ 
and told her I thought she was rather in haste. ''^ I think 
not," said she, " for I have been courted four months, 
and I am sure that is long enough for any woman to make 
up her mind." At this reply I could not help laughing, 
which not a little chagrined the good woman. I observecj 
as an apology, thui it was customiuy , in the eastern states, 
to wait at least one year before another courtship com- 
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body cannot do for themselves, that I can't see how any 
body can be contented without one ; for my part, I have 
not had a sound night's sleep since my poor husband 
died, for I abominably hate to sleep alone." This pro- 
duced another hearty laugh, in which I was joined by 
my kind hostess ; she appeared to be about thirty years of 
age, and possessed a large portion of that loquacity wnic 
is a general characteristic of the female sex. 

About dark I put up a.t a neat comfortable house, 
where I was well entertained. After writing a short time 
I retired to bed, and slept soundly till the matin hymn of 
the feathered songsters roused me from my bed to pur- 
sue my journey. 

I rode ten miles in the morning, and took t)^^^^^^ 
with an elderly gentleman to whom I bad a letter iro 
his son in Tennessee. The old geiitleman's family con-^ 
sisted Qf his wife, and two daughters, who were abo^^ 
sixteen, and very pretty. Contentment and ^^^P^^^^^ 
seemed to preside in the family, and rendered it a pi^^^ 
q£ domestic felicity. **ro» 

It was near four o'clock vvhen I reached Georg^*^ ^^_ 
the weather being so very warm as to render the ^^^^^::>— 
ling unpleasant during the middle of the day. ^ ^cj<^^ 
ceeded to the inn, which is well furnislied and has g 
accommodations. 5^^ 

Georgetown is small and not very regularly buil^ t^t^^ 
contains about seventy houses and five hundred in^^^ ^<^ 
itants. It is a place of some business, and promis^^ 
time to become a place of considerable trade. -^ ^^ 
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black walnut, hickory, buck-eye, &c. Good land can 
be purchased in the neighbourhood at twenty and thir^ 
dollars per acre. My next route Avas for Lexington, 
which was formerly considered as the capital of the 
state of Kentucky. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

Departure from Georgetown — Lexington — Description 
of it — Mammoth bones — Causes why superficial ob- 
servers have supposed the mammoth and elephant to be 
of the same species — Tradition of the Shawariese In> 
dians — Frankfort — Description of it. 

In the morning I settled my bill^ and proceeded in 
company with a gentleman who was going to Lexington 
for his right to some land which he had purchased a short 
time since. We travelled eight miles, and stopped to 
breakfast, at a neat house, where we had a good la^ak- 
fest of veal cutlets. I was informed that they generally 
killed their veal when about four weeks old, and tte 
average weight was from one hundred to one hundred 
and twenty pounds each. 

Tte country through which we now travelled is very 
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The next morning we rode forward ten miles to 
breakfast. The road is for the most part good ; the soil %. 

of a reddish clay, intermixed with small stones. 

About dark we arrived at Lexington, and I put up at 
the principal inn, kept by Mr. Paaadwcight, who was 
very civil and obliging, and the accommodations good. 

Lexington is the largest town in Kentucky ; it is sit- 
uated on a rich and extensive plain, in Fayette county, 
in lat. 3«^ 6' north, and 84"^ 26' west Ion. It is regularly 
laid out, and well built, containing about eight hundred 
houses, and four thousand two hundred inhabitants. It 
has a court-house and gaol, besides three places of public 
worship. There are two weekly papers printed in this .j 

town. Lexington is twenty -four miles north of Frank- '^ 

ibrt, and is in every respect a flourishing and well situ- 
ated town. 

The land in the vicinity of Lexington is rich, and the 
improvements which are making have caused it of late to 
bear a high p«-ice. Some lots of second quality land have 
been sold at fifty dollars the acre, and from tbe ^^ogtess 
of improvements it is reasonable to suppose *^^ ^^*^l^^^ 
much higher, as it has risen in two years fift>^ ^^ ^^^^ 
The inhabitants export large quantities of l^^^ ^^^^ ^ 
which find a ready market at New-Orleaus. \\\xV^^ 

At Lexington ^ere is a mill carried \^ ' ste^^^^c^tCvo\>^ 
supplies the who/^ f^^^ with flour ; it U n "^^ix^^^ 

importance to tkpk^^ ^"^ ^^^^ ^ oC ^^^^ 

,''r^''^^Uur^^t<^n are fotmd ^i , t^<^% ot^e^' 
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stoncsj nnd tovcrcd with othcT stones, which serve as a 
h'dii\h for the next arratigement of bodies* In this order 
they were built u^ithout mortnr, to thr height of a man^ 
evcrj^ laying of the pile being narrower than the one un- 
der it. Tlutj iiieiliud of burying is certainly totally differ- 
ent from that now practised b)^ the Indians, 

At several places near Lexington, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of bait springs in this state, are found bones 
whose enormous size has attracted the attention of natur- 
alists, and which have been ascertained beyond a doubt 
to belong to a kind of animals long since extinct. Speci- 
mens of these bones have been sent both to France and 
England, where they have been examined with the great- 
est care, and^ found upon comparison to be the remains 
of the same species of animals that produced those other 
fossil bones which have been discovered in Tartary,- Chi- 
li, and several other places, both of the old and new con- 
tinent. What animal this is, and why its ruins are found 
in regions so widely separated, in neither of which it now 
exists, is a question of most difficult solution. The ig- 
norant and superstitious Tartars attribute these bones to 
a creature whom they call maimon, which, they say, usu- 
ally resides at the bottom of the rivers, and of whom they 
relate many marvellous stories ; but as this is an assertion 
totally divested of proof, and even of probability, it has 
justly been rejected by the learned ; and, on the other 
hand, it is certain that no such amphibious quadrupeds 
exist in the American waters. The bones bear a great 
resemblance to those of the elephant. There is no other 
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have generally led superficial obsei'vers to conclude that 
they could belong to no other than that quadruped ; and 
when they first drew the attention of the world, pluloso- 
phers seem to have subscribed to the same opinion. But 
if this opinion be correct, whence is it that the whole spe- 
cies has disappeared in America ? An animal so labori- 
ous and so docile as the elephant, the industry of the Pe- 
ruvians (which reduced to servitude and subjected to 
education species so much inferior in these qualities as 
the lama and the paca) could never have overlooked, if 
it had been to be foimd in their country. Whence is it 
that these bones arc found in climates where the elephant, 
which is a native of the torrid zone, cannot even subsist 
in his wild state, and in a state of servitude will not propa- 
gate ? These are difficulties sufficient to stagger credulity 
itself, and at last produced the inquiries of the celebrated 
anatomist, Dr. Hunter, whose indefatigable diligence soon 
discovered the mistake which had misled the naturalists 
of Europe. 

He procured specimens of these bones from diff^^^y^^ 
Iparts of the western country, and examined th<^''^^'^ ^ . 
that accuracy for which he is distingushed. He 1"^^^ ^ ^ 
covered a considerable difference between the sl^^^ V^c 
structure of these bones and those of the elepha^^ V VvaN^^ 
observed from the form of the teeth that they nv^^V->iXs» ^^ 
belonged to a carnivorous animal ; whereas the t^^ V^^^ 
the elephant are foreigii to such sustenance, and t^^^ ^^^^ \ 
totally unprovided with the teeth necessary fo^. %^^c>^^ ^ ^ 
andfrom the w^hole he concluded, to the satisfa^^,^ ^^^ 



^i>i\ 



322 KER'S TRAVELS. 

race is probably extinct, unless it may be found in thfe 
extensive continent of New-Holland, whose recesses 
have not yet been pervaded by the curiosity or avidity of 
civilized man. 

Mr. Jefferson says " that the grinders of the miaro- 
moth are five or six times as large as those of the-ele- 
phant." Col. Morgan denies this, and observes, " I 
have seen the grinders of an elephant as large and as hea?- 
vy as the largest of the mammoth ; they are indeed thin- 
ner, deeper rooted, and differently shaped, denoting a 
granivorous animal, whereas the grinders of the mam- 
moth resemble those of a wolf or dog, and show them to 
have been carnivorous. '^ 

The following tradition, which is existing among the 
Shawanese Indians, is given in their own words, to shoir 
that the impression made on their minds by it must have 
been forcible. 

" Ten thousand moons ago, when nought but gloomy 
forests covered this land of the sleeping sun ; long before 
the pale men, with thunder and fire at their command^ 
rushed on the wings of the wind to ruin this garden (rf 
nature ; when nought but the untamed wanderers of the 
woods, and men as unrestrained as they, were the lords 
of the soil, a race of animals were in being huge as the 
frowning precipice, cruel as tiie bloody panther, swift as 
the descending eagle, and terrible as the angel of night. 
The pines crashed beneath their feet, and the lakes shrunk 
A\hen they slaked their thirst. The forceful javelin in 
vain was hiirloH. nnrl tlip h^rhprl nrrr^w MI fio*»rr»l*:»oo A.^-.^ 
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The cry of universal distress extended even to the region 
of peace in the west, and the Good Spirit interposed to 
save the unhappy. The forked lightning gleamed all 
around, and loudest thunder rocked the globe. The 
bolts of heaven- were hurled upon the cruel destroyers 
alone, and the mountains echoed with the bellowings of 
fjeath. All were killed except one male, the fiercest of 
the race, and him even the red artillery of heaven assailed 
i n vain. He ascended the bluest summit which shades the 
source of the Monongahela, and roaring^oud, bid defi- 
^ce to every vengeance. The red lightning scorched 
the lofty firs, and rived the mighty oaks, but only glanced 
upon the enraged monster. At length, maddening with 
rage, he leaped over the waves of the west, and at this 
inoment reigns the uncontrolled monarch of the wilder- 
ness, in despite even of omnipotence itself." 

I staid in Lexington a few days, and proceeded ou to. 
Frankfort, tl^ capital of Kentucky. This town ^^ '^^"^ 
Franklin county, and pleasantly situated on the nortV^^^^^ 
side of Kentucjky river, fifty miles firom its conft^^^^^^ 
with the Ohio. This river rises with three heads f^^^^-^. 
itiountainous part of the country ; \t is amazingly c^^^^ ^x 
ed, upwards of two hundred miles in length, and ^^^ 
one hundred and fifty yards broad opposite the toWJ^' ^^^ 
The state ho^se is a handsome stone buildinp* a^^ \^^ 
apartments in ^j^j^ ^ost of the public ofes ,re ^1^^^ 
Here. a tob,,^^ ^^^ebouse ; the tONvn is ixnor^^-^"^ ^^ 
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The river is navigable for large craft many miles above 
the toxyn, and the deep creeks into the interior parts for 
boats of considerable size. 

As I intend to leave the state of Kentucky, and the 
Avestern country, I shall here introduce a few observations 
which may be of service to those who may wish to re- 
move to this country from England, or any other parts of 
Europe. 

The numbers which have emigrated to this country 
from Europe, have awakened the jealousy and the fears of 
the British government, and they have, by magnifying tri- 
fling circumstances, attempted to put a stop to a practice, 
which, though its effects are slow, are not the less sure in 
%veakening the strength and resources of the European 
countries. Slight skirmishes with the Indians have been 
termed bloody battles ; tlie fevers which have raged in 
Philadelphia and New- York have been held forth as a 
proof of an unhealthy climate throughout the United 
States. These, however, need no refutation. The rapid 
increase of population in the United States fully proves 
that these assertions are totally unfounded. I shall at- 
tempt to point out some of the advantages which an emi- 
grant ^vill have in going to the western country, and draw 
some comparison between this country and many parts 
of Europe very njuch to the advantage of the former. 



KER'S TRAVELS. 325 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

General injbrmation to settlers^ either from Europe or 
the United States^ pointing out the advantages arising 
from settling in the western country. 

The United States of America are under a free repre- 
sentative government, and every citizen has a voice in 
electing such men as will make laws for the good of the 
community, and preserve inviolate their constitution. 

There are in the country but very few persons, exclu- 
sive of some who reside in New- York, Philadelphia, and a 
few other cities, who would in Europe be considered 
rich ; but it is highly gratifying to the feelings of an 
American to know, that there are very few who can with 
propriety be considered poor. There is rather a happy 
mediocrity that prevails throughout the countr}\ You 
no where see in the United States, that disgusting and 
melancholy contrast so common in Europe, of vice and 
wretchedness, and filth and rags, in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the most wanton extravagance and the most 
useless and luxurious, parade. 

Nor are the poor so depressed as they are in Great- 
Britain. They li^y^ jj^ military to keep them in a\ve, ' 
iior Iiired spies an^ j^fi^rmQvs to pierce the inmost recess- 
es of society, autj ^ , £cyrth one part of a family against 
SiWther, tlms destf.^ . ^^^ rlr^mestic hnnniness : but all is 
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is considered as a mark of prudence to remain single ; 
it is openly commended, and as rigidly practiced as the ' 
voice of nature will allow. The married man, whose 
passions have been stronger, whose morals have been 
less callous, or whose interest has furnished motives to 
matrimonv, doubts whether each child he has be not a 
misfortune, and looks upon his offspring with a melan- 
choly kind of affection that imbitters some of the most 
pleasurabfe inoments of his life. 

In America, paf&tularly in the western country, na 
man feels anxious abouH#?C.support of a family. There, 
everyone feels tfc increase mSb^sflimily to be the in- 
crease of his happiness, and no farmelt ^^^'^^^ about the 
facility of providing for his children's comfortably as 
he has lived, where land is so cheap and V^ fertile, where 
society is so much upon an equality, and V''^^^^ ^^^ P^^' 
digious increase of population, from natural ^^^ accident- 
al causes, and the improving state of the couA^^J^ furnish- 
es a market for whatever superfluous produc^ ^^^ chooses 
to raise, without incessantly presenting that teiShP^^^^^" *^ 
artificial expense aixl extravagant competition,V ^^ ^^' 
mon and so numerous in European countries, r 

This part of the country has not, indeed, manj)? charms 
for the dissipated and voluptuous part of mankii"!^^ > but 
it has very many for the rational, sober-minded, aW^ ^^^' 
erect. It is a part of tlie United States which ^ ^^^^^^ 
great opportunities of comfort and prosperity to pcf ^P^^ ^^ 
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the preference to any state in the union. Nature has 
given to the regions of this fair country a fertility so as- 
toni^ng, that to believe it, occular demonstration be- 
qomes necessary. To this advantage, I may add that of 
the number of Euroj^ean settlers who have emigrated, 
aiui continue to emigrate thither, and the consequent 
Tapid state of improvement that has followed. Lands in 
and near the towns in this state, must continue to increase 
in their value, and many purchases may now be made iu 
different parts of the country with very great advantage 
to settlers. Some difficulties will undoubtedly be expe- 
rienced, and such as must naturally be expected in an 
unsettled country. 

Farmers, for the most part, do their own work in this 
state, cultivating their farms and living upon the produce. |J 

A few slaves may be had, but, for the honour of hu- 
manity, it is to be hoped that this abominable method ot 
cultivating our fields will be avoided. The whole com- 
merce between master and slave is a perpetual e^cereise o 
the most boisterous passions ; the most unremittii^S i 

potism on the one part, and degradmg submV^^^^^ Vt "* 

the. other. The children see this, and learn to \^^^^ xx^ 
for man is an imitative animal. This quality W tt^^ ^ \>^ 
of all education in him ; from his cradle to K ^^^ ^^^ 
is learning to do what he sees others do. if ^ P t>^^ 
could find no motive^ either in his pMlai\throBW ^^ ^^ 
%^\Uove, for restraii^g. tlie intemperanee of xO^ V^^ 

Ws A/5./aye, it sk,,j^L always be ^ sufficienTV^ 'l^^^^^ 
his child IS present; j^^-g- generally .it is n^t (^"^^^^^ 
While thepc^entsto,Z^ -M.Lhi].l L^l.^'^^' ^''Z^^'^^<\ 
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passions; and thus educated, and daily practised in ty- 
ranny, he cannot but be stamped with its odious peculiari- 
ties. The man must be a prodigy who can retain his 
mtoners and morals undepraved under such circum- 
stances. Exclusive of this, it begets a habit of indolence 
This is so true, that of the proprietors of slaves, a very 
small proportion indeed are ever seen to labour. And 
can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when they 
have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the 
minds of tlie. people that these liberties are the gift of God, 
that they are not to be violated but with his \vrath. 

Religion, in this state, is established on a basis as free 
as the air we breathe. It allows all its citizens to worship 
God according to the dictates of their own consciences^ 
so long as they conduct themselves with order and 
decencv. ^ 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

Leave Frankfort for White Court-house — Huntsvilh 
Choctaw nation — St. Stephens — Mobile — Pensacola — 
Observations on the soil of West-Florida and the cuU 
ture of cotton. 

On the 20th of October I left Frankfort, intending to 
take a route by the vvay of White Court-house, Hunts- 
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the purpose of procuring furs, of which I understood the 
Choctaws collected great numbers. 

The morning was very fine, and I proceede<l on with* 
out meeting with any thing remarkable during this day's 
journey, not having yet left the neighbourhood of Frank- 
fort, of which I have already given some description. 

The distance from Frankfort to White Gourt-house is 
one hundred and sixty miles ; the road for the most part 
is good, and for the first sixty miles agreeably interspers- 
ed with farm houses ; for about fifty miles more the 
houses are thinly scattered, and improvements have not 
as yet begun to take place, although the land is rich, and 
sold very cheap. I met with no occurrence worth re- 
latingj and arrived at White Court-house about twelve 
o'clock on the sixth day after my departure fi-om Frank- 
fort. 

White Court-house has nothing to recommend it to the 
attention of travellers. It is a small place, and but thinly 
inhabited, and is situated in Warren county. Almost aU 
the business of the county is transacted in this place, y^^ 
land is good, and there is no doubt but that in a i^^ ^^^^ 
it will become a thriving settlement. 

I proceeded forward in the morning for ¥a.y ^^^^\^. 
and after riding about ten miles, stopped £^^4 to^^^^^owx- 
fast with a farmer, ^/ter breakfast I pvir^^ed ^^^ s^^i^^"^ 
ney. The weather iv^^ very warm, and the ^^^xio ^^^ 
^f^santinthewidciJ^ of the day. 1 ^. ^^^ ^^^^^^ 
withagent/en3e,/,4^ :«ame of Berry,- C^K!e*>^^^ ^"''^^^ 



330 KER'S TRAVELS. 

The next morning I rode ten miles to a neat farm 
house, where I obtaiiit'd a comfortable breakfast. The 
day was cloudy, which rendered the travelling more 
pleasant. About dark I arrived at Huntsville, and put 
lip for the night, 

Hunts vilk is a small but thriving little place, and has 
a court-house which is handsomely built. They have 
no niceting-hoube as ) et, but are about collecting funds 
for tlie purpose of erecting one. At , present they have 
preaching in a U\rge log house, which is appropriated to 
thiit use. The town is situated at a short distance from 
Elk river, which is navigable within a few miles for boats> 
and is of considerable service to the town. 

In the morning I went forward on my route, and found 
the weather cool and agreeable. About eight miles 
from Huntsville I stopped to breakfast, and then proceed- 
ed eighteen miles to the house of a farmer, where I put 
up for the night. 

At six o'clock the next morning I Went forward, and 
at about eight I crossed the river not far from Fort De- 
posit, and proceeded for the Chickasaw nation. My road 
now lay, for the most part, tlirough an uncultivated wiU 
derness, which, although rich in all the productions of 
nature, has nevertheless nothing which can render a de- 
scription of it eitlier necessary or. entertaining. 

On the fourth day after my crossing the river, I arrived 
within the territories of the Choctaws, or Flat Heads, 
which are a powerful, hardy, and subtle nation. 

They inhabit a fine and extensive tract of hilly country, 
\yith larg^e and fertile plains, intervenin.s: between the Ala- 
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muster about three thousand fighting men ; but by* con- 
tinual WJ^s, in which it has been their destiny to be en- 
gaged, both with other Iridian'tribes and with the whites, 
they have been much reduced, and are becoming weak 
and pusillanimous. 

Their complexion is brighter than tliat of the neigh- 
bouring Indians. They are robust and well made, and 
taller than any of their neighbours, being generally six 
feet high. Their women are well made, tall, slender,. 
and delicate. 

The Choctaws, different from most of the Indian 
tribes bordering upon the United States, have lately be- 
gan to employ much of their time in agricultural pursuits, 
after the manner of the whites. 

The distance from the Choctaws to the Chiqkasawka 
lias been estimated at two hundred miles, which in my 
opinion is incorrect, and probably one hundred and sixty 
would be nearer the true distance. The road is, fo^ ^f 
most part, throu^ a •wilderness, and in some places "^^ ^^ 
dangerous travelling on account of the straggling In<i^^^^ 
which are scattered through the woods. 1 carrie^i ^^^ 
provision with me, and geticmlly took breakfast ^^^^^^o 
starting in the morning, when I would cook enovt^^^ i^o 
last me till evening. In seven days after my leaviT^^ ^ * 
Choctaws, I arrived in Chickasawka ^^^cr 

Chickasa^vka j, ^,Y«ated on tl^e head waters o^ ^<^ 

fmn fort wh; fboct^"*-^'^- A l>is river denves its T ^r^"^* 
Z-^mt^-^^^2i'^'^'''^ the west side of it, ^-^^ 
(^'"'«e/,,I^'«ve_*J'e_toivt> of Mobile. ,^£>^^ 
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of about seventy miles. Surveyors were appointed for 
the purpose, but from some causes not generally known, 
it has never been done. 

The land in and about the Chickasawka is rich and 
fertile, but the inhabitants do not attend much to agricul- 
ture. Trading with the Indians for furs, of which they 
send large quantities to Mobile, forms the principal part 
of their commerce, and receives their most particular at- 
tention. 

I remained in this place better than three weeks, during 
which time I purchased large quantities of furs, with the 
intention of taking them to St. Stephens, where I expect- 
ed to dispose of them at an advanced price. 

I purchased two horses, which I used as pack-horses, 
and started for St. Stephens, which is fifty-five mUcs 
distant from Chickasawka. I proceeded slowly along 
without meeting with any remarkable occurrence, and on 
the evening of the 2d of December, arrived at St. Ste- 
phens. • 

The to^vn of St. Stephens is small, and not very regu- 
larly built ; it is situated on the Tombigbee river, and 
contains about ninety houses and three hundred inhab- 
itants. It is a place of considerable trade, and annually 
furnishes a large number of skins for the European mar- 
kets. The Choctaw Indians alone, in two years, brought 
to this market two hundred and twenty-five thousand 
skins, which were exchanged for European and West- 
India goods. These skins are shipped by the merchants 
to those places which furnish the best market. This is a 
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expected, owing to there being a large quantity c«i hand, 
and but few shipments, which determined me to go down 
the river to Mobile, where there was a probability of 
my meeting with a more advantageous market. Having 
but few arrangements to make, in four days after my 
arrival I was ready to proceed. ] 

I went on board of a boat which was going down the 
river, and which was thp most expeditious mode of tra- 
velling. I found on board a number of gentlemen who 
"were going on to New- Orleans and Pensacola. We had 
an agreeable passage, and nothing was wanting to render 
it pleasing and delightful. On the third day, about one ; 

o'clock, we arrived at Mobile. %| 

I here found a ready market for my furs, at an advance 
of seventy -five per cent, which, after deducting twenty- 
five for my expenses from the Choctaws, will leave me 
fifty per cent on tlaem clear of every charge. 

The fur trade from this place has greatly declined 
within a few years. They formerly shipped peltry and 
furs to the amount of twenty thousand povinds stet\\ng> 
but now it do^s not amount to more than oi^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
sum. , . 

The city of Mobile is in latitude 30° 12' t^^'^^ \^v\vc 
pretty regular, of an oblong figure, aud sit^^^^tv^tvot^^- 
vvest bank of the river of the same natne ^*^ n es ^^"^^""^ 
westward it is j„ ffy^ neighbourhoo^i ^r" ^^<^ .e'^Si^^"^"^ 

'"= ■"3fey5f///„/m x: fever, fever r,^ -, i^* -v 

complaints m -m-^ u i '^^ ^^^ vl^^^ 

Tber.!'?"""^. *^ S"ch places. .^ . ^^<^*' :'..etV 
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stands Fort Conde, a regular built fortress, in which 
there is a very neat and commodious square of barracks^ 
for the accommodation of officers and soldiers. The town 
at present contains about three hundred houses, many of 
which are built after the Spanish fashion. The guns in 
the fort at Mobile Point, 30 miles from the town, were all 
spiked just before the victory of general Jackson. 

One of tlie principal causes which has probably ope- 
rated to effect the decline of Mobile, is the obstructions 
to large vessels coming up to the town, a bar rendering 
it impossible for them to come nearer than within seven 
miles. If this obstniction could be removed, I think 
that the commercial importance of this place would agaii> 
revive, and we should once more see its streets thronged 
with merchants. Its situation is well calculated for com- 
merce, excepting thq objection already mentioned, and it 
is my opinion that with thirty or forty thousand dollars 
this might be removed, and tlie inhabitants have secured 
to them all the advantages which they formerly en- 
joyed. 

As I was within eighty miles of Pensacola, the capital 
of West-Florida, I thought it would be advisable for me 
to visit the place. I accordingly made preparations for 
tliat purpose, and my business being soon arranged, I 
left Mobile on the 4th of January, 1815. Owing to 
boisterous weather, I did not arrive in Pensacola before 
late the next day. 

The town of Pensacola is situated on a bay of the gulf 
of Mexico, which forms a very commodious harbour. 
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in breadth. It contains about two thousand houses, and 
seven thousand inhabitants. The houses are many of 
them elegant and spacious. The chimnies are all built 
of soft lime-stone, cut in squares, which lasts for cen- 
turies. The public buildings are mostly built of stone, 
atid are very large and spacious. The town has much ^^. 

increased of late, and promises soon to become the prin- 
cipal mart of all the produce which is disposed of in 
West-Florida, The mercantile business is well attended 
to, and many merchants have made their fortunes in 
Pensacola in a few years. 

The exports of Pensacola consist of skins^ logwood, 
dying stuffs, and silver dollars, together with sugar, 
cotton, and indigo, which in 1812 amounted to 240,500 
dollars. 

The soil of West-Florida is various, according to the 
different improvements which have been made upon it- 
It is a mixture of sand and black mould, making \\^bat is 
generally termed a grey soil. A considerable part ol it, 
when under cultivation, yields good crops o? Vn^^S^' 
cotton, com, or potatoes- The planting of ccAtouVvas^ 
hf years been much attended to, several I^^^^^^^^^wfe 
turned their indigo plantations into cottou fte^^^' ^ xjsvc 
are two kinds of cotton which flourish vm \V^^^^f ti ^xva. 
annual and the W^est-Indian. The former ^^^^etfe^^^ 
planted every ve/^; tlie phlox long, ^trot^g ^^ Ivve ^^-^'f 
white: Th^ L^... i^ « ^oii ^-c.^^,.. • _^^b> ^ ^ _ A\e 



vvfaite. Thehtter 5s a tall, perei^nV^^ ^^i:^ f^^^ K. 
root tor a nn^j^ f- successive years *k ^-c^ tls- ^^ \ ,* 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Author goes from Peftsacola to the Alabama — Fort 
Claiborne — Fort Montgomery — Fort Mins — St. Ste- 
phens — Author starts for the northern part of the 
United States — Flint river — Description of it. 

From Pensacola, 1 proceeded by land through a pine, 
barren country, to the Alabama. The distance is about 
seventy-five miles, and there are no plantations on the 
road, although the culture of cotton might be advan- 
tageously carried on* In many parts the pine grows to 
a considerable height. It is not our common pine, but 
like that which is called the long-leafed pine. The shape 
of the leaf is nearly like that of other pines, but is a yard 
in length, hanging in large clusters. 

On the 10th of January I arrived on the banks of tlie 
Alabama river at Fort Claiborne. The Alabama is 
formed by the junction of the Coosa and Tallapoosa 
rivers, at Littie Talassee, and runs in a southwesterly^- 
rection until it meets the Tombigbee. This beautiful 
river has a gentle current and pure water, and abounds 
in excellent fish. It is eighty yards wide opposite the 
fort, which is situated on a high bluff, called the Choctaw 
bluffy which is about two hundred and fifty feet high, 
while tlie bank on the opposite side of the river is not 
elevated more than two feet above the surface of the wa- 
ter. This river frequently overflows, and the country for 
some distance is occa^ionallv covered witli water, which 
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have, in the month of May, in nine days descended this 
river from Little Talassee to Mobile bay, the distance of 
about three hundred and fifty miles. 

The land on this river furnishes a variety of soil, being 
in some places very rich, and in others just above medi- 
ocrity. The regular overflowing of the river might be 
made of much benefit in the cultivation of rice, for which 
this country is well calculated. Many valuable planta- 
tions might here be taken up, which, with suitable care 
and attention, would soon render the owners independent. 
From Fort Claiborne I went to Fort Montgomery, 
\Vhich is distant about forty-five miles. . This fort was 
built after the massacre at Fort Mins, which was perpe- 
trated by. the Musaogulge confederacy, where it is said 
two hundred and fifty men, women, and children, lost 
their lives. The ruins of Fort Mins are about two 'vmXcs 
distant, it having been burnt to the ground. The site 
of Fort Montgomery is superior in point of situation, it 
having a more commanding view, - and not being Viable 
to be surrounded. The bones of the unfortunate suffer- 
ers at Fort Mins are still in a great measure unbwried, and 
exposed to public view ; those which have ^^^ buried 
appear to have been dug up again by \vi^^ beasts, ot 
some others. 

At sunrise I went fo^^^.^^^^ crossed the /VlabamY^A 
proceeded bythc w^y Cut-off 1 ^^' ^^^^^^'''' 

foi ^, t"neJtJxc y^ -^iooct ^ '?"'' "^e wea^*^ ^^ termed 
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On my arrival at St. Stephens I made prepai'ations for 
returning to the nortliern parts of the United States, and 
for diat purpose I sold my horse, which had become 
poor and not very fit for the journey, and purchased an- 
other, which was an excellent sound bodied horse, for 
which I had to pay one hundred and sixty dollars. Good 
horses are scarce in St. Stephens, and generally high ; 
the reason is that very few horses will live there, owing 
to a disease which is called tlae fatehu^ of which great 
numbers die every year* 

On the morning of the 8th of February, 1815, 1 cross- 
ed the Tombigbee, and rode through a level, and for the 
most part a fertile country. The soil was of a rich black 
loam, and would yield an abundant crop of tobacco or 
indigo, if put in proper cultivation. 

Twenty-five miles from St. Stephens I crossed the 
Alabama, which is here about eighty yards broad, and 
encamped for the night in a fertile and well watered 
plain. The evening was remarkably fine, and although 
at a season of the year when Flora presents but fcAV of her 
gifts to oiur view, yet the landscape was agreeably inter- 
spersed with evergreens, which rendered the scener}' fine 
beyond description. 

The next morning I proceeded on my journey, and 
about nine o'clock entered the w iiderness, and proceeded 
through thick woods of hickory, walnut, buck-eye, and 
some pines. The ro.id was m niciiiy places much choked 
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purchased in St. Stqphens. I had fijre-W()rks with me, 
and my usual method of proceeding was to ride a few 
Kiiles in the morning, and then to cook my breakfast, at 
the same time laying in a sufficiency for dinner ; this 
would last me till I encamped for the night, when I again 
niade 21 meal. I had with me tea and cofiee, and a small 
kettle, and whenever my journey had been unusually fa- 
tiguing, I generally made either tea or coffee, and this, 
with a little brandy, i^yer failed to restore me by the 
next morning. 

In the morning I proceeded on my route, and about 
«ight o'clock crossed Limestone creek. The country 
through which I rode was uniformly dull, being an entire 
forest, without any thing to divert the attention. At 
dark I encamped by the side of a small rivulet, which 
afforded good water. 

The evening was wild and gloomy, the clouds were 
thick, black, and heavy, and the thunder was heard in 
distant murmurs and echoed among the bills. The 
weather was very cold, and my blanket was scarcely suf- 
ficient to protect me from the inclemency of the weatlier. 
The wolves had now become very troublesome, andl vj^^ 
obliged to keep a large fire to protect me fro«^ ^^^^ 

At daylight I proceeded on, the weather bein^ ^^^^^^^ 

Without ;^^//i^^'^^^- I looked for them .y ^^^ ^^\^^^^^ 
which h^y^'^Z^ ^l^^' I encamped ^t dark ir> 



ms yer\ 



^(/ft,.^/^ the ap^^nceof a fort. Tt^^ ^ 
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vsidcrable quantities and rendered my lodging truly un- 
comfortabe. 

The next day it continued to rain with as much fury 
as the preceding night, but nevertheless I proceeded for- 
ward, and about four o'clock entered a still thicker part 
of the forest, which was almost entirely composed of 
pines nearly ninety feet in height. The gloom of the sur- 
rounding forest, the stormy aspect of the weather, and 
the distant howling of wild beasts, contributed not a lit- 
tle to render my reflections melancholy and unpleasant. 
At an early hour I encamped in a thick cluster of trees, 
but had to keep a fire continually burning at a short 
distance, on the outside of the cluster. 

Early the next morning I started forward, the weather 
having become more pleasant, although not entirely 
clear. About noon I crossed the Chatabachi river, which 
Avas here about twenty yards broad ; the country now 
became more clear, and the travelling more pleasant, iu 
the afternoon I passed an Indian camp of about a dozen 
wigwams, and understood the party had been catching 
fish, of which they had a considerable quantity. I en- 
camped in the evening, after having come thirty-five 
miles. 

The next morning I proceeded forward through a fine 
country, which had the most agreeable and pleasant ap- 
pearance. About noon I crossed Flint river, which is 
here about thirty yards wide. It is a considerable river, 
and takes its rise in Georgia, in the country of the Creek 
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The country lying on this river has every appearance 
of being as delightful and fruitful a region as any in 
the United States. It is well calculated for every branch 
of agriculture, and offers an uninterrupted navigation to 
the bay of Mexico and the Atlantic ocean, and thence to 
the West-India islands and all parts of the world. 



CHAP. XXXVI. 

^iuthor proceeds on his journey — Fort Hawkins — Re^ 
7nai?ts of the ingenuity of the Indians — Milledgeville — 
Augusta — Manner in which a Georgia planter spends 
his time. 

^A.T night I put up at colonel Hawkins's, where I was 
well received. This gentleman had a fine plantation, and 

his family consisted of himself, his wife, and two chil- 

cfre/j. 

-'^ the morning I went forward, and at eight o'clock 

passecf J^^:^Tt Hawkins, which was garrisoned by about 

J^^4/jp^^^cd soJdiers, and under the command of the 

nigkl%r^ ^^o so kind/y entertained mc tlie preceding 

goo^' r^^^^^ Country is /j^^^ ^^^re open, and the soil 

'^\^^c^ ^ crossed the Oakm^^gee, ^vlVlch is a branch 
'os!i^ /w^ ^^ iti r.^i A info^i . ^4. fUa ^Urp where I 
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wide. The country on the east side of the river is very 
rich and fertile, and is called the Oakmulgee fields just 
above the confluence of the Oconee with this river. 

On this river there are many remains of the ingenuity 
and grandeur of the aboriginal inhabitants, which equal 
any thing that has yet been seen of their work. The 
ruins of a capital town are still to be seen, which was 
laid out on a regular and elegant plan ; it was of an exact 
square, the streets running so as to intersect each other 
at right angles, and forming three large squares. The 
buildings were of a better constniction than those now 
erected by the Indians, and appear to have been very 
convenient. Around three of the public squares are the 
remains of terraces, which appear to have been lighdy, 
and even elegantly constructed. In the neighbourhood 
of the town are several artificial hills, which have been 
raised, some to the height of sixty feet, and appear to have 
been thrown up with considerable labour. 

In the evening I stopped at the house of a gentlemaa 
who entertained me with niuch hospitality. The coun- 
try through which I rode this day was more open and 
fertile than any I had before seen, and although not very 
thickly settled, furnishes a number of good sites for 
plantations. 

At five o'clock the next morning I posted on for Mil- 
ledgeville, which was forty-five miles distant. Planta- 
tions w ere scattered more thickly along the road, and ma- 
ny of the houses were very neat and convenient. The 
day was very warm and pleasant for the season, and the 
travelling very good. At sunset I crossed Fishing creek > 
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Georgia, and is a Well built and flourisliing town, contain- 
ing about jfive hundred houses and two thousand inhab- 
itants ; nxany of the houses are well built, large, atid 
spacious. There is an elegant state-house erected, in 
which are most of the offices for transacting public busi- 
ness. A court-house has likewise been erected in the 
town, in which the district and county court business is 
transacted. 

The penal code for the punishment of criminals has for- 
inerly been very severe in Georgia ; branding, whipping, and 
even death being the consequence of committing larcenies, 
and other crimes of that nature. But much to the honour 
of the state legislature, they have lately abrogated that 
law^, and made provision for the erection of a state prison- 
The prison is now erecting in this town ; it is of brick^ 
and has the appearance of being an elegant and commo- 
dious buildingi 

In the morning I had a specimen of that republican 
equality which may with propriety be considered as the 
national characteristic of the United States. A man 
whose'property and possessions were very extensive, had 
in a variety of ways injured a black man, who was free, 
and had never done him any injury- The man com- 
^^lained to the legal authority, who immediately sum- 
moned the gentleman into their preseiice ; and proof 
being adduced sufficient tO substantiate ^^ ^^^^f ' I 
T^s severely reprin,, 11 4\ a anxi dismissed- *■ 
^er.,r^ ^n^J^^^'^^ ^^^' , «ctor\ous for b.s 

by^I thc^ wh^T\^ ai,-^ ^^J^fl,^^ to bumamty or 
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Alconey ferry, which is here three hundred yards wide.^ 
I put up at the house of Mr. Hopewell, who was very 
obliging. He informed me that land in and about that 
place had risen very much since the legislature estab- 
lished Milledgeville as the seat of government, and there 
was a probability of its increasing in value. 

In the morning my kind host would not allow me to 
depart till after breakfast, which detained me till after 
7 o'clock. About 12 o'clock I passed some iron works 
w^hich were not very large, but flourishing. At 3 
o'clock I crossed the creek called Rocky creek, which is 
here about three yards wide, and abounds with fish. At 
dark I put up at the house of Mr. O'Neal, a gentleman 
who had emigrated from Ireland. He owned an extensive 
plantation, and seemed to be very contented. 

The climate in this part of the state is pure and healthy, 
and the inhabitants have a more wholesome and agreeable 
countenance than those who reside in the lower parts of 
the state, or near the seaboard. The soil is a rich black 
loam, and raises good crops of wheat or tobacco, although 
the former article ts not much attended to, cotton being 
considered of more importance, and the staple commodity* 
of the state. 

After breakfast I continued my journej'. The day- 
was cloudy, and the weather unpleasant ; the ther- 
mometer stood at 41°. I passed many fine plantations, 
which were distant from one to two miles on the road. 
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become independent of those large supplies which we * 
receive from the West-Indies, and the price pf this ne- 
cess^ article would be reduced more than fi^y per cent. 
I put up at the house of a Mr. Reynolds, where I had 
^ood accommodations^ 

In the morning I ^ent forward with an intention of 
reaching Augusta in the course of the day, which 1 found 
distant tllirty-six miles. The weather was very cold, 
land one of my horse's shoes becoming loose, I stopped 
at a blacksmitji-s to get it put on. He was the only one « ^ , 

of that proifession within many nSles, and informed me T- 

he had an extensive run of business. He had within five 
years purchased an hundred acres of land, which he had 
been enabled to pay for solely from the profits arising 
from his work. At four o'clock I reached Augusta, and 
p»t up at the Globe tavern,- where L found good accom- 
modations. 

Augiista was formerly the seat of government for tlie 
state of Georgia, and is a flourishing town. It is situated 
<>n the southwest bank of the Savannah river, wU^^^ ^^ 
here about five hundred yards wide, and has a poj?''^^^'' - 

tion of tiiree tliousand souls. The town is on a l^^S^^ 
plain, wluch is fertile and good land, and at the fc^^^ ^ 
the first falJs in the river, where, in a dry season, th^ ^^1. 
ter fails four or fire feet. It is one hundred and ^^^^^Z 
miles distant f^^^ ;^avannah, and one hundred and f^^^^ 
five from the ^^ 

m. £*,..> *• t*iy b«n erected. I_ proccede'*_ , 
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ter^s brigade, and related many interesting anecdotes of 
that pfficer. 

The soil*vas here drj and S^ndy, and in my opinion 
hot, generally so good as that which I had passsed forty 
or fifty miles back, although there are many sjiots as 
fertile as any in the state. • 

The day was very cold, and the thermometeir stood, at 
35° at sunset. I put up at Mr. Lee's, where t* found a 
number of persons who were going to different parts of 
the state. We had good accommodations, and spent 
the evening very agreeably. 

The Georgians are polite, hospitable, and in all their 
dealings Jfair and honourable ; they are, however, much 
given to dissipation, particularly the wealthy part of the 
population, who attend to no business, and live a life of 
indolence and voluptuousness. The following descrij)- 
tion of the manner in which tliey spend their tinje, has 
already been published, but is thought worthy of inser- 
tion here. 

" About six in the morning he quits his bed, and or- 
ders his horse to be got ready ; he then swallows a dram 
of bitters, to prevent the ill effects of the early fog, and 
sets oiit for a tour upon his plantation. If he sees any 
of his slaves' idle, he inquires the cause ; if sickness be 
alleged^ he shuts them up in the sick-house, where 
they are bled, blistered, or drenched, till they are dead, 
or so weak as to be scarcely able to stand. If no reason 
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by a whole troop of young negroes in a primitive state of 
nakedness, 

"After eating his breakfast he again mounts a fresh 
horse, rides to the first public house, plays at cards, 
makes bargains, appoints days for horse races or boxing 
matdhes, and about the hour of four returns to dinner, 
bringing widi him a number of his friends. If the com- 
pany be agreeable he seldom rises from table before sun- 
set. If the weather is fair, after an early supper they* set 
out (preceded by a negro who carries a few bottles of 
brandy and a large fire) for.the purpose of shooting deer. 
The animals, being attracted by the blaze of light, stand 
still with their eyes fixed upon it until tliey are shot. - 

" About midnight they return, according to luck, 
with or without game ; their shins , and faces sadly 
scratched, and themselves fit for nothing but to be put 
to bed. This is the general routine of existence among 
such of the GeorgiAis as live in the more retired and 
woody parts of the state. Trade is principally managed 
by the overseers and factors. 
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the way. We passed through a level country, which 
was well watered, and a number of plantations^ were scat- 
tered over it about half a mile from the road.' In the 
evening we put up at JMr. King's, where we were well 
eintertained. 

We rose early in the morning and proceeded through 
a level plain, and about eight o'clock we crossed the 
Congaree river. This is a considerable river of South- 
Carolina, and is formed by the junction of Broad and 
Saluda rivers. It is about three hundred yards wide 
at Columbia, where we crossed it, which town is situated 
on the east side of the river. 

The town of Columbia is sijtuated in Kershaw county, 
Camden district^ and is the seat of government for South- 
Carolina. It contains about five hundred houses and 
three thousand inhabitants ; the streets are regular and 
well laid but, and many of the houses are elegant. The 
public offices are kept here, though m some manner di- 
vided for' the accommodation of the inhabitants, and a 
branch is* still retained in Charleston. Columbia has at* 
court-house and jail, and is inhabited by wealthy and re- 
spectable people. ^ 

Biacchus, the mirth-inspiring friend, is much respected 
in this place ; and no objection can be rriade to the sway 
of so cheering an auxiliary, when limited by prudence* 
and moderation. But as this seldom happens, the ob- 
jections against these customs have become serious and 
weighty. It is a species of. luxury the most dangerous,- 
because leading directly to all others ; but it is a species 
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tion barren. It' is known to all physicians that wine, by 
its tonic quality, obviates debility produced by climate ; 
and that the effects of putrid miasmatia are destroydid by 
its antiseptic qualities. Hence it is, in all probability, 
that the inhabitants of this state are more generally addict- 
ed to the indulgencies of the bottle than those of the 
northern states. 

Dissolute pleasures,, and luxury of every kind, form a 
distinguishing feature in the character of the Carolinians. 
I censure not the profusion of their tables, it is the profu- 
sion of heaven ; but to the pleasures of the table they are 
too much addicted, and they waste too much of that 
time in sensual indulgence, which they might improve to , 
the advantage of society. 

The morning was stormy with showers of rain, which 
detailed me in town tiir after br^akf^st. A|jout nine 
o'clock it cleared up,, and I proceeded on my journey. I 
crossed the bridge at Spear's creek, and after travelling 
ten miles took dinner with a gentleman who had recently 
suffered considerably by fire, which had destroyed his 
qjit-houses. He entertained me with great hospitality, 
and appeared to be a man of much information. At night 
I arrived in ' Camden, which is about thirty-five miles 
distant from Columbia. . 

Camden is a thriving and healthy town in Kershaw 
county y and the chief town ' of Camden district. It is 
regularly l^jd out^ and contains about eight hundred and 
twenty houses, some of which are built of brick and ve- 
ry handsonier- It stands on the east side of the Wateree 
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market. This town was the scene of two ixiemorable 
engagements during the revohitionary war : the first on 
the P6th of August, 1780, between general Gates and 
lord ComwalilSj in ivhich the hero of Saratoga suffered a 
defeat. The following year another batde was fought 
between genend Green and lord Kawdon, in which' there 
was one hundred and twenty -six Americans killed, and 
one hundred fciken prisonerst wJiilc the killed and wound- 
ed of the British anioiintcd to one hundred. Lord Raw- 
don at this time sallied out of the town, in which he had 
entrenched himself, and attacked the American camp in 
three places ; he however failed of his principal object^ 
. .and in a few days evacuated the town. ^ 

There is in this town an Episcopal church, besides a 
court-house and jail, and the public offices for the cpunty ♦ 
The couij for the district of Camden sits here twice in 
a year. 

The next morning it stormed, and a considerable fall 
of snow had taken place during the night. I rode about 
eight miles, when I stopped and took breakfast with an 
elderly gentieman, whose grandmother sat at the tablg. 
This woman told me she was ninety-six years of age, 
and her eye sight was so good that she could read with- 
out spectacles. I mention this to prove that South- 
Carolina is not' so unhealthy as has been generally repre- 
sented, and that instances of longevity are as common 
here as in many other states. 

The storm continuing to increase, I was compelled to 
put up, and about two o'clock stopped at the house of a 
Mr. Debruls, where I was well entertained. The roacls 
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. The next morning the violence oT the storm had in 
some measure abated, but it still continued to rain, ajid 
the weather was so cold that it froze considerably. The 
roads^had now become very bad, and the travelling disa- 
greeable. The thermometer stood at 34*^ when 1 start- 
ed, and the rain fro^e as fast as it fell. After; travelling 
about eight miles .1 crossed Wood creek, which is about 
tw^elve yards wide, and ten miles from thence came to 
Lynchers creek, which I had much difficulty in crossing, as 
the late rain had swelled the creek much beyond its usu- 
al dimensions, and the quantities of drift-wood made the 
passing of it dangerous. About dark I put qp at Mrs^ 
'Winn's, where I was very well entertained. 

The next morning the weather was extremely cold, the 

• wind being from the northwest. At 10 o'clock I crossed 

West creek, and proceeded through a level and fertile 

country, which produced plentiful crops of rice, tobacco^ 

and cotton. This part of the country is healthy, the air 

being pure and salubrious in the summer months. It is 

much resorted to by invalids from the lower parts of the 

state. Towards 3 o'clock th^ weather became stormy 

iind disagreeable, which induced me to put up at the 

f^ouse of Mrs. Cruger, a widow lady, who entertained 

^^ ^v/tli much hospitality. 

. ^nthtG morning I rode forward tterough a country very 

J^4 ^o what I passed yesterday, and six miles from 

4 ^^' CTjr^ger's crossed the Pedee river. This river has its 

j^^k -I^^ort/j.cr^i^olina, pr/iere it is called Yadkin river- 

^iSi^^^^^ the wafers of j^y xiche's creek,. LitUe Pedee, 
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about fourteen miles, and stopped at the house of a Mr^ 
Low, who treated me with* great politeness. 

In the morning 1 went forward ten miles, and after 
crossing Lunbee river, proceeded on a good road through 
a country of a rich soil. The land rises from the north- 
east into ^mall hills, which are covered with a growth of 
timber which is large, and in many places very thick. 
In the evening I put up at Mr. M'May's, having rode 
about thirty-five mileS. 

I started very early, and rode ten mile^ to breakfast 
with a gentleman to whom I had a letter. He informed 
me that the soil about here was not the richest^ although 
there were many spots which yielded large and good 
crops. 

The complexion of the inhabitants now l>egan to ac- t 
quire that yellow sickly cast which is so common to those 
who reside in the neighbourhood of marshes and swamps^ 
and many of the children had not the appearance of that 
cleanliness which is the sure preservative of health. I 
stopped at the house of a woman to enquire the way, and 
as trode up to die door was saluted with the barking of 
dogs, the squalling of the pigs, and the vociferating lungs 
of about a dozen children who bawled out tnamma, * 
mamma, here's a man, and were ready to jump out o£ 
tlieir skins. 

This is only to be accounted for by a Refect in their 
education ; the southern states are much behind the 
northern and eastern states in this particular. Genera^ 
information -is more equally diffused in the latter states, 
and it is a rare thing to find a child of seven years old that 
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is to be found where the country is agreeably chequered 
with towns and villages. Those, however, who reside in 
large towns, or in the neighbourhood of schools, are gen- 
erally as anxious about the improvement of their children 
as any others. 

In the evening I arrived at Fayetteville, in Nortfi- 
Carolina, having rode thirty-three miles. My horse had 
become considerably fatigued, and seemed ready to give 
out, I therefore deemed it advisable to remain here a few 
days. I found the accommodations good at Mr. Duf- 
ling's, who gave me all the informatbn in his power of 
the town and its vicinity. 

Fayetteville is pleasantly situated on the west side of the 
northwest branch of Cape Fear river, nearly at the head 
of navigation, large vessels coming no higher than Wil- 
mington, which is one hundred miles distant. It is the 
seat of justice for the county of Cumberland, and Fay- 
etteville district. The principal part of the town is 
situated about a mile from the river. The town is regu- 
larly laid out, and contains some very elegant brick' 
buildings, and has four thousand five hundred inhabitants* 
It has tivo handsome edifices for tb^ meeting of district 
^P^ courtty courts, and the meeting ^^ ^^^^ officers, 
^^'^'^^% &c. on public occasio s '^^^ Freemason's 

.j^/^Is ^ larg^ and handsome Knildi^^^ constructed at 
^ yr^^ of the lodge. Som ^^ ^^^ ^'^"^^ ''''''' 

)JV-^=^ bant, rthl ''''^^ .^ra\ tobacco ware- 
yf ^r^chr''^ '^^^^^e 3^^ t eieht thousand 
\'^ o?.S'^^«'in«ne r-rJ^VtV totted 
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distilleries for ardent spirits, and four breweries, besides? 
several extensive tanyards, which do considerable bu- 
siness. 

The trade from this town to Wilmington is very con- 
siderable. Large quantities of tobacco, wheat, flour, 
beef, pork, flax-seed, hemp, cotton, butter, lumber, 
staves, naval stores. Sec. are annually sent down. 

Lumber and naval stores may be considered as the 
staple commodities of this state. They are derived from 
the pitch pine, which is a tall, handsome tree, much su- 
perior to the pitch pine of the northern states. From this 
tree are made pitch, tar, rosin, and lumber, which to- 
gether constitute one half of the exports of the whole 
state; 
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Description of the country ^ soil, climate, is?c. of Norths 
Carolina — Manner in which the inhabitants spend their 
time. 

The western, hilly parts of North- Carolina, are as healthy 
as any part of the United States. The country is fertile, 
and abounds with springs and rivulets of pure water. 
Though the days are generally very warm in summer. 
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^d the richness and variety of the vegetable productions 
which the season affords. 

The inhabitants of the flat country near the seacoastj 
during the summer and autumn, are subject to inter- 
mitting complaints, which frequently prove fatal, and 
also to bilious and nervous symptoms. These fevers are 
not dangerous to the residents who are temperate, nor to 
strangers who are prudent. I'hey however, if suffered 
to continue for any length of time, bring on other disor- 
ders, which greatly impair the vigour of the mind, debili- 
tate the constitution, and terminate in death. The coun- 
tenances of persoils living in the flat country, at this sea- 
son of the year assume a pale yellow cast, occasioned by 
the prevalence of bilious symptoms. 

It has been observed that more of the inhabitants, es- 
pecially of the men, die during the winter by pleurisies 
and peripneumonies, than in the warm months by bilious 
complaints. These pleurisies are brought on by intem- 
perance, and by an imprudent exposure to the weather. 
Were the inhabitants prudent and cautious in these re^ 
spects, it has been alleged, and with some degree of 
probability, tliat they might in a great measure escape the 
danger of these fatal diseases. The wearing of ^flannel 
next to the skin during the whiter is reckoned an excel- 
lent preventafiVe of the diseases incident to this cli- 
mate. 

The inkbit^:^'t:s of this state j^, .^-^^ost^Y \!^^^^^^> ^^^* 
live ^t the cli^^c^4, of from half ^ ^X^ to t\vteeot four 
'"f ^'^^e.ch ^-^ther, on their ^^^^.-tiioTvs. TVveyWve 

jvhirn 



2^{_co„„t«-3^> and a natura, ^^^duess for socvety, 
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when cards, the bottle, and occurrences of the day do not 
interfere, are the negroes, the prices of indigo, rice, to- 
bacco, &c. Less attention and respect are pjud to the 
women here, than in many other parts of the United 
States. It has been mentioned by some that respect for 
the women generally keeps pace with civilisation, and 
that the increase of civilization may be estimated by the 
respect which is paid by husbands to their wives, and by 
young men to the young women. 

Temperance and industry are not to be reckoned 
among the virtues of the North- Carolinians. The time 
which they waste in drinking, idling, and gambling, 
leaves them very little opportunity to improve their plan- 
tations or their minds ; the improvement of the former is 
left to their overseers and negroes, and that of die latter 
is too often neglected. If the time which is wasted was 
spent in cultivating the soil and treasuring up knowledge^ 
they might be both wealthy and learned, for they have a 
productive country, and are by no means destitute of 
genius. 

This, it is to be observed, is given as the general 
character of the planters in a body : there are many ex- 
ceptions to this general estimate, men who are eminent 
for tlieir learning and virtue ; but in general, the citizens 
of North- Carolina who are not employed in better busi- 
ness, spend their time in drinking, gaming, cock-fighting, 
or horse-racing. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

Author takes the. stage for Wilmington — Conversation^ 
between the passengers —Elizabethtown — Description 
of the country — Wilmington^ N. C. — Departure for 
Philadelphia — Good accommodations — Arrival at WiU 
mington^ Del. — Take stage for Philadelphia. 

At Fayetteville I sold my horse, determining to take 
the stage for Wilmington, from which place I expected 
to find a ready conveyance by water to Philadelphia. 

About twelve o'clock the stage arrived at Fayetteville, 
but was so crowded with passengers that it was impossi- 
ble for me to carry my baggage, or find room enough for 
inyself to sit down ; I therefore resigned my baggage to 
the care of a boatman, who was to descend the river the 
next day, and went forward in the stage. 

The stage contained eight passengers besides myself 
and the driver. The greatest part of them were gentle- 
men who were going to Wilmington for the purpose of 
selling tobacco and other productions of their plantations, 
and as most of them were men of property, and of some 
influence in the part of the country where they belonged, 
I paid a little attention to their conversation. 

The Srst one which broke silence after 1 got into the 
stag« wassai elder]/ gentleman, who observed, in reply 
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" No sir," replied the gentleman to whom this was adr 
dressed, " I cannot believe that we have gained any re- 
spectability, or raised ourselves in the estimation of fcM*- 
ieign powers, by declaring war against a power which was 
contending for the liberties of the world, and which had, 
by the number of able negociators she had sent here, en- 
deavoured to make peace on honourable terms." 

" Very true," observed another gentleman, *' and our 
government is deserving of censure for declaring war 
against a nation whose resources were so ample, and 
whose long experience both by land and sea rendered 
them almost invincible. We ought to have been glad to 
have come upon any terms sooner than to have attempt- 
ed such a thing." 

" So, sir," said a gentleman who had hitherto remain- 
ed silent, " because a nation is powerful, you would 
tamely submit your liberties to be trampled upon, and 
yourself to be considered as tributary to a government 
which is notorious for its ambition,, and deride your owa 
government because it had the patriotism to repel tJie 
aggressions of such a powerful marauder. Had we been 
unfortunate during this war, there might have been some 
excuse for the grumbling of many gentlemen, and the 
preaching up of the invincibility of the British army and 
navy ; but the brilliant victories which our American 
tars have obtained over British seamen who have been 
inured by practice, with the success of our raw militia 
under generals Brown, Jackson, and others, fully prove 
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refnained silent, and our driving up to the inn at Eliza- 
bethtown put an end to the conversation. . 

Elizabethtown, where we put up for the night, is a 
small place in Bladen county, about forty-one miles from 
Fayetteville, and fifty-five fi-om Wilmington. It has a 
few handsome buildings, a court-house which is a con- 
venient building, and a gaoL The accommodations at 
Mr. Campbell's were very good. 

In the morning, at daylight, we proceeded. The 
travelling , was very good, but our horses were indeed 
miserable. They were generally composed of broken 
down creatures which had been rendered unfit for use, 
and then turned over to go in the stages. This is not the 
case in the northern states, where there are a number pf 
opposition stages, which make it the interest of the pro- 
prietors to provide good horses and careful drivers. 

The country through which we passed this day was 
sandy, and appeared to be of a poor soil. The planta- 
tions had not that neat appearance which they have in the 
hilly parts of the country^ 

Eighteen miles distant from Elizabethtown, we stopped 
to breakfast at Mr. M'Gilvary's. At this house I saw a 
lady who was termed the beauty of North-Carolina. She 
was on her way to the upper parts of the country for her 
health, which was on the decline. Her form was truly 
elegant, and her face might with truth be said to be the 
model of perfection. Although robbed of that bloom ' 
which gives animation to the countenance, her features 
derived an interesting expression firom their paleness, 



360 KEB*S TRAVELS. 

was elegant, and her politeness truly unaffected. She 
conversed with ease on many subjects, and seemed to 
possess that information which is not generally afforded 
to her sex, and which the time devoted to the toilet 
almost always excludes. 

About three o'clock we arrived in Wilmington, and 
put up at a house where we had excellent accommoda- 
tions. I was informed by the landlord that the brig 
Ploughboy, which had superior accommodations, would 
in three days sail for Philadelphia, and that the captain of 
the brig would be at die tavern in a short time. He so(H1 
called, and I engaged a passage for Philadelphia. 

Wilmington, the capital of Wilmington district, is 
situated on the east side of the eastern branch of Cape 
Fear river, and is thirty-four miles distant from the sea. 
It is pleasantly situated, and contains about four hundred 
houses, many of which are very handsome. There is a 
handsome court-house, and other public buildings, in 
which most of the district business is transacted. There 
is also an elegant Episcopal church, and some other 
houses for public worship. 

This town carries on a considerable trade with the 
West-Indies, and with the middle and eastern states^ 
The exports for the year 1812 amounted to 200,538 dol- 
lars, above one half of which consisted of lumber and 
naval stores. They export from this place tar, pitchy 
turpentine, rosin, Indian corn, boards, scantling, staves, 
shingles, furs, tobacco, pork, lard, tallow, bees wax, &c. ; 
and they receive from the ncMthern states flour, cheese. 
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Wark from five hundred to one thousand calves in a 
year. After this no further attention is paid to them un- 
til they are fit for slaughter. Their pork is raised with 
as little trouble; though fi-om being fed on acorns it is apt 
to become oily unless hardened with corn. 

The captain of the Ploughboy was detained by contrary 
winds and unsettled business until five days after my ar- 
rival in Wilmington ; during which time a number of 
passengers arrived, which promised to render the passage 
very agreeable. 

Early on the morning of the fifth day after my arrival, 
the captain informed me that he should be ready to start 
in the afternoon of that day. My things were soon ar- 
ranged and put on board the vessel, and I waited with 
impatience for the time of our departure. About four 
o'clock we cleared fi*omthe wharf, and proceeded out of 
the river under easy sail. 

The accommodations of the Ploughboy were of a su- 
perior kind, every attention having been paid by the 
captain to procure good servants, and such provision as 
would be agreeable to passengers. Those persons who 
wish to go on to the northward by the way of PhWadel- 
phia, would find ft advantageous to go to V/iWitvgtou 
and from thence t^ proceed by ^^ater, as the cotvve>f^wce 
^'J^'J^^^^^^cAe^pest, but the best which ^^^^^ ^'''' 

'«p*>«w;„!''irL.°™ ^^f^ wies. r*'^_ „s.^„^ f»t- 
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lured with a good wind v/hich carried us along at the 
te of seven miles an hour. 

About dark we passed Brunswick, which is situated 
I the west side of Cape Fear river, and was formerly 
e best built town in the state. It is seventeen miles 
stant from Wilmington. Formerly it carried on con- 
lerable trade, and was the seat of government ; at pres- 
it there are but few houses inhabited. 
The second day after our departure from Wilmingtcm 
^ crossed Cape Hatteras straits, which are sometimes 
Ty dangerous, and have proved the ruin of many fine 
ssels, and the bankruptcy of their owners. This 
oal has been accurately laid down by a number of skil- 
1 navigators ; but experience demonstrates that the 
rong currents hereabouts, which are only the counter- 
irrents of the gulf stream, shift the sands, and cause 
em to be continually varying their position. 
At present the out shoals, which lie about fourteen 
lies southwest of the cape, are but of five or six acres 
extent, and where they are really dangerous to vessels 
moderate draught, not more than half that number of 
res. On the shoalest part of these there is at low water' 
out ten feet, and here at times the ocean breaks in ^ 
:niendous manner, spouting as it were to the clouds, 
)m the violent agitation of the gulf stream, which touch* 
the eastern edge of the banks, from whence the de- ' 
vity is sudden, from ten fathoms to no soundings. In 
Dderate weather, however, these shoals may be passed 
er at full tide, if necessary, without much danger, by 
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of the river, we arrived at the capes of Delaware, and the 
next day we arrived opposite to Wilmington, which has 
a very handsome appearance from the water. Most of 
the water and provision for vessiels bound to foreign 
ports are here taken on board. As the wind was unfair, 
I judged it most expeditious to go on shore, and found 
that a majority of the passengers were of the same opin- 
ion. 

The town of Wilmington is the most considerable in 
the state of Delaware, and derives considerable advantage 
from the number of vessels which are employed in going 
to and from Philadelphia. It is situated on Christiana 
and Brandy wine creeks, which unite, and are four hun- 
dred yards wide where they empty into the Delaware 
river. The principal part of the town is situated on the 
southwest side of a hill, on the opposite side of which 
are a number of mills for grain, well known by the name 
of the Brandywine mills, in which large quantities of flour 
are manufactured. The Christiana admits vessels of fif- 
teen feet draught of water up to die town, and tliose of 
ten feet eight miles further. 

Wilmington is laid out on the plan of Philadelphia, 

and contains upwards of eleven hundred houses and five 

thousand inhabitants. The houses for public worship 

are many of them neat and elegant ; the principal of 

which are two f^K Presbyterians, one for Swedish Luthe- 

■ fans, one ^ ^aj>.tists, one for Friends, and a Methodist 

chape/, 

u-'l^^^we^^ side of the town stands the poor-house, 
fort ^^ ^n^^"^ t>viilding, one hundred and twenty feet by 
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schools in this town are well suppcated, there being 
above four hundred children who go to the public semi- 
naries in town. The Latin and Greek languages are 
taught here, and the town can boast of some men of 
eminent learning and integrity. 

I met with an occurrence soon after my arrival in town, 
which caused me once more to take notice of that perfect 
spirit of equality which reigns among those respectable 
people called Quakers. Wanting some information rela- 
tive to the seminaries of learning, public edifices, &c. I 
was directed to the house of a respectable gentleman who 
held a public station in the town. 1 went to his house, 
and, on my ringing the bell, a servant girl came to the 
door, of whom I inquired if her master was within. She 
stood for a moment, and then replied, " I have got 
no master.*' I then inquired if her mistress was at hom£(# 
To which she answered, " I have got no mistress." 
*' Why, don't you live here, my girl ?" said I. " No,'' 
she replied, " I only stay here : if you want to see Mr. 
Willis, I will call him, but he is no master of mine." I 
apologized for my mistake, and resolved for the future 
to drop the application of master and mistress. 



CHAP. XL. 

Arrival in Philadelphia — General description of the city. 
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Whom were residents of Philadelphia, and two of Balti- 
more. The time was spent very agreeably, an animated 
discourse being kept up by the party until we arrived in 
Philadelphia. I put up at the Washington Hotel, and 
found excellent accommodations. 

The city of Philadelphia is the most regular and best 
built city in the United States. Its streets are most of 
them straight, spacious, and clean. Its dwellings are 
principally of brick or stone, and from three to four sto- 
ries high. It is said, and with justice, .to be the best 
governed city in the world. 

The ground plot of the city is an oblong square, and 
fronts on the west side of the Delaware, where the river 
is a mile in breadth. The streets which are parallel with 
the water are named from number one to fifteen, and are 
all of them paved. 

The population of this city, according to the census of 
1810, amounted to one hundred and eleven thousand one 
hundred and thirty-six ; but the increase of its population 
has been very considerable since that time. 

The trade of the whole state of Pennsylvania is princi- 
pally carried on from this city, and its merphants drive a 
trade to the four quarters of the globe. The elegant con- 
struction of their ships has given tlietn a superior advan- 
tage in this respect^ and many of the sVvip builders have 
made themselves independent. So^e ^^ ^^ merchants 
are immensely rJcl%^ having capital^ ^r fi-oxaW^^ a milWon 
townee milliQjj^^f* dollars in circus/ si»^o>Nmtvgfroni 

twen^toti^iX of vessels. ^^or>^ 
This nht. , <^-*.^/»n ^*»,,^ 1 _ „AA, wkaWctvUoi 
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Philadelphia is unhealthy ; but the indefatigable exer^ 
tions of the corpOTation to render the streets perfectly 
clean, and the judicious experiments of the learned Dr. 
Rush, have proved that it is of foreign importation, and 
under judicious health regulations this city is as free from 
disease as any part of the United States. 

In tliis city there are thirty houses for public worship ; 
five for the Friends, six for Presbyterians and Seceders, 
two for German Lutherans, one for German Calvinists^ 
seven for Episcopalians, four for Roman Catholics, one for 
Swedish Lutherans, one for Moravians, one for Cove- 
nanters, one for Baptists, one for Africans, and one for 
Universalists. 

A society for alleviating the miseries of prisoners is es- 
tablished in this cit)^, and is an honour to the philanthropy 
and benevolence of its inhabitants. Under the cate of 
this society, the penitentiary has become a regular manu^ 
factory. A variety of die different branches of manufac- 
tures are there carried on, and to excite the industry of 
the prisoners, they receive all they have earned after de- 
ducting one shilling and six pence for their daily ex- 
penses. The penitentiary of New- York is said to be an 
improvement of this plan, and the prisoners are said tq 
be better lodged and fed there than they are in this city. 

The public librarj^ is a valuable institution, and con-^ 
tains upwards of fourteen thousand volumes, besides a 
valuable collection of rare books, which were presented 
to the institution by James Logan, Esq. It has a muse- 
um attached to it, with a valuable and complete set of 
philosophical apparatus. 

The museum, kept by Mr. Peale, is celebrated all over 
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6ther rare natural curiosities. Hiere the mineralogist will 
find many specimens of ores, fossils, &c. which are net 
4»nly extremely rare, but well worthy his attention. 

The academy of the fine arts have erected a neat and 
elegant building, in which are some well executed speci- 
mens of painting and sculpture, which do credit to the 
American artist, and will receive the just tribute of praise 
from the connoisseur and the man of taste. 

The hospital is a large and comjnodious building, ^nd 
under such wise arid salutary regulations as render it a 
blessing to the community at large. It is well a!ttended 
with physicians and surgeons, and the celebrated Dn 
Rush has performed many cures in it which have been cxf 
nmch service to the medical world. Attached to this 
building is a poor-house, which, with the hospital, is said 
to contain five hundred persons. 

Two of the banks which are established in this citfr 
are very elegant, particularly that which was formerly 
considered the United States' bank, now belonging to 
Mr. Gerard, the front of which is of white marble. The 
national bank of the United States, it is understood, is to 
be established at Philadelphia. If another building should 
be erected as elegant as that which has been mentioned, 
this city would be famous for the number and beauty of 
its public buildings. 

The markets of this city are excellent, and exceeded 
by none in the United States in extent, or the variety and 
abundance of their productions. The beef is reckoned 
superior to that of New- York, and the variety and excel- 
lence of their vee-etables are said to be exceeded bv none 
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somely endowed, and well furnished with learned and 
able professors. This university has probably furnished 
its full quota of men of eminence on the practical theatre 
of the United States. Men of high professional charac- 
ter in law, physic, and divinity, have there imbibed the 
elements of science ; and not a few of them have been 
indebted to it for their whole education. 

The masonic hall, lately erected by the grand lodge of 
Pennsylvania, is a superb and elegant piece of architec- 
ture, and reflects credit upon the talents of the American 
architect. There is a great number of subordinate 
lodges. 

Education receives particular attention in Philadelphia, 
almost every religious society having a school under its 
immediate patronage ; besides there are respectable acade- 
mies and schools in difierent parts of the city, in which 
the sexes are taught various branches both useful and 
ornamental. A school for the Africans is likewise estab- 
lished and has received liberal encouragement and sup- 
port from the inhabitants of this city, and is productive 
of much good. 

" In short," to conclude in the language of a pious and 
elegant writer, " whether we consider the local situation, 
the size, the beauty, the variety, and utility of the im- 
provements in mechanics, in agriculture, and manufac- 
tures ; or the industry, the enterprize, the humanity, and 
the abilities of the inhabitants of the city of Philadelphia, 
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CHAP. XLL 

Trenton — Princeton — New-Brunswick — Bridgetown — 
Arrival at Elizabethtown^ and conclusion of the author^ s 
travels. 

1 STAID a few days in Philadelphia, and then took pas- 
sage in the steam-boat line for New- York. I went on 
board the steam-boat at 8 o'clock in the morning, and 
had an agreeable passage up the Delaware to Borden- 
town, which is pleasantly situated at the mouth of Cross- 
wick's creek, on the east bank of the Delaware river, 
about twenty-six miles from Philadelphia, and seven 
miles from Trenton. It is a small thriving place, and 
has an academy. From Bordentowii we proceeded by 
fetage to Trenton. 

Trenton is one of the largest towns in the state of 
New-Jersey, and is pleasantly situated on the east side 
of the Delawaffe river, opposite the falls. The river is 
not navigable above these falls, except for small boatsJ 
The town contains about three hundred houses, and 
about three thousand one hundred inhabitants. The le- 
gislature meets Aere, and there is a handsome court-house 
for their acco/2]/7joc3ation. The supv-ein^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ 
town, and mostof the public offic^^ ^^ Ve^^^^^^- "^^^ 

Episcopa/^ ^^^-Bbyterians, and ivr r^^^^"^^^^'^^^ ^^"^ 
a church for ^..i^us worship. ^^^^^ i^ aftouns\ung 
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neighbourhood of Trenton, situated on the banks of the 
Dela\vare river, which are ornamented with taste and 
elegance. 

The road through part of the country is over a fine 
turnpike, which has been made at a considerable expense 
and is kept in excellent repair. It shortens the distance 
to ninety-five miles from Philadelphia to New- York. 

Ten miles from Trenton we passed through Prince- 
ton, which is pleasantly situated in Middlesex county. 
It has the appearance of being a flourishing and well built 
town. Nassau Hall college is situated in this place, and 
is one of the best conducted seminaries of education in 
the United States. It is a liandsome stone building 
one hundred and eighty by fifty-four feet, three stories 
high, and stands on an elevated and airy situation, com- 
manding an extensive and beautiful prospect. The offi- 
cers consist of a president, who is a professor of moral 
philosophy, natural and revealed theology, history, and 
eloquence ; a professor of mathematics, a professor of 
chemistry, and a sufficient number of tutors. On Sab- 
bath evenings lectures are delivered in the college hall^ 
to the students, on revealed religion, the Jewish and 
Christian antiquities, and sacred criticism. On Thurs- 
day evenings lectures are delivered to a theological class, 
who are bachelors of arts, on the system of divinity. 
The same class, on Tuesday evenings, exhibits essays 
or sermons to the president, for his remarks and criti- 
cism. On Friday evenings, in the winter season, the 
graduates who reside in the college, meet to improve 
themselves in composition, and to discuss moral or lite- 
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Wednesday evenings, for the same purposes. Between 
these two classes there is an ardent emulation, none being 
admitted into either who have a bad character. The 
seminary has turned out some men eminent for their 
learning and piety. 

Sixteen miles from Princeton \Ye passed through 
New- Brunswick, which is a place of considerable trade. 
It is situated in Middlesex county, on the southwest side 
of the Raritan river, on low ground. There are a num- 
ber of buildings erected on a hill which rises back 
of the town, which is a pleasant and healthful 3itua- 
tion. Queen's college is situated in this town ; it is of 
a secondary rank, and is said to be in a flourishing state. 
The town contains about seven thousand inhabitants. 

The road from New-Brunswick is very good, and the 
line of stages well supplied with good horses and careful 
drivers. The accommodations for travelling from Phila- 
delphia to New- York are, in every respect, equal to those 
on any road in the union, and I think superior to those 
from Liverpool to London, 

We stopped to change horses at Bridgetown, which 
is more generally known by the name of Rahway. It 
contains a number of stores filled with an extensive as,- 
sortment of gooc/s^ and appears to be a thriving town. 
The inhabitants are mostly Friends, and, as is usual with 
that respectab/c body of people, they are orderly, indus- 
ttious, and mendve to business. 

At Aa/f p^^j ^^^ o'olock we arrived at Elizabethtown, 
f^/^'^'^^t/ie steam- t>o^t ready to convey us to New- 
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productions of Europe, the elegance of its churches, and 
the excellence of its accommodations for travellers, con- 
vinced me that it viras a thriving place, and that it might 
justly be considered as one of the first towns in the state. 
We were soon hurried on board the steam-boat, which 
in a short time conveyed us to the city of New- York* 
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